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It was so great to see many of you at ATCEM 
in October.  Thank you to all who attended 
our trainings, presentations, and the IGAP 
lunch hosted at our office.  Those 
opportunities are critical times to network 
with tribe members, discuss needs and 
developments, and work on 
preliminary ideas for how we can best 
support and empower you.  Usually 
that means grant writing.  And working 
with you on the design for projects, 
ways to identify and document in-kind 
contributions, letters of support or 
commitment, and sometimes 
resolutions.  Because we have multiple 
projects that we’re writing 
for, it can be confusing 
when we approach you for 
letters or resolutions.  How 
can we make this easier?   

I also wanted to mention that it’s never too 
early to start planning to attend the 2017 
biennial Summit.  Mark your calendars for 
August 1-3, 2017 and plan to travel to 
Carcross, YT to join us for the 20th 
anniversary celebration.  The Carcross Tagish 
First Nation will be hosting us and are 
looking forward to sharing the space they call 
home.  Originally known as Caribou Crossing, 

Carcross sits at the point where Bennett and 
Nares Lakes connect and is simply beautiful.  
Several of us were there in April and toured 
one of the camping areas nestled in the 
pines.  A team was busy constructing small 
cabins intended for elder use during the 

Summit.  As always, tent 
camping will be widely 
available, RV parking, 
and some limited 
commercial lodging.  
There are tentative plans 
for tours, dancing, a 
youth summit, as well as 
the work of the Council, 
setting the direction for 
the organization for the 
next 10 years. 

We’ll share more details 
as the date gets closer, 

but there are a couple of things that you 
need to tend to soon so you’ll be able to join 
us. 

(continued on next page) 

 

 

 

Recap of ATECEM 2016  
This year’s ATCEM was full of enlightening presentations 
spoken by a diverse group of people and professions. We 
would like to thank the dedicated minds behind ATCEM 
for providing such a great conference. 
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New Science Publication 
With 30 years of research, the Science Department, 
USGS, and the Alaska Climate Science Center released 
their new publication about ION’s research regarding 
changes in water chemistry.  
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A Note from Our Director 
by Kelly Donnelly 
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• U.S. Residents—folks, you need 
a passport.  Birth certificates will 
not work to cross the border.  
Most adult passports are good 
for ten years, so if you got one 
for the Mayo Summit, you are 
probably okay.  Double check the 
expiration date and make sure it 
will still be valid.  If you’ve never 
had a passport you need to apply 
early.  It can take up to 10 weeks to 
process, so make sure you apply 
early.  Most post offices can help 
you with the process.   

• IGAP Funds—Again, this is for the 
US tribes.  IGAP funds can be used 
for Summit participation, BUT it (a) 
needs to be in your budget, and (b) 
needs to be approved by your 
program officer, and (c) 
international travel needs to be 
approved by the EPA in 
Washington, D.C.  Later this spring 
we’ll send you a template of the 
International Travel Request memo 
that you can tailor for your own 
needs.  However, now is the time 
to look at your budgets to make 
sure you’ve got funding allocated 
for delegates.   

Questions?  Comments? Ideas?  Don’t be shy!  
Drop me a note at kdonnelly@yritwc.org or 
call me at 907-258-3337.  We are here to 
serve you.   

 

 

 

     

Like every year, Alaska Tribal Conference on 
Environmental Management (ATCEM) 
hosted a stellar conference full of informative 
and inspirational presentations.  

From October 24th to the 28th, ATCEM was 
held at the downtown Hilton Hotel in 
Anchorage. People traveled from all over the 
state to attend this yearly conference.   

The first day, YRITWC staff did a group 
presentation on “River Profiles,” which 
highlighted our three-week long canoe trip 
over the summer on the river. The audience 
thoroughly enjoyed watching our “Stewards 
of the Watershed” video made by our 
Brownfields Program Manager Willoughby 
Peterson. The entire video consisted of 
original footage captured during the river 
trip. This video can be found on our 
Facebook page if you are interested in 
viewing it.  

On Wednesday, Willoughby and I presented 
about YRITWC’s Brownfield Program. 
Willoughby covered potential cleanup sites 
and success stories while I gave a quick 
overview on our new website I created. 

 
# 

  

On the last day of presentations, 
Maryann and Edda from our Science 
Department, presented on the 
Indigenous Observation Network 
(ION). Their presentation highlighted 
the importance of partnership with 

USGS and commitment of local 
environmental technicians.  

Although Friday did not have any 
presentations, YRITWC held two training 
sessions. Edda taught a water quality training 
while Katherine coordinated a Freon 
Removal course with Total Reclaim.  ATCEM 
always is such a great opportunity network 
and learn. We are thankful for the minds 
behind ATCEM and everyone who was able 
to attend.  

  

Science Department Update 
By: Edda Mutter 

 

       
        

        
      

ATCEM 2016 
by Emily Anderson  

The YRITWC’s Science Department has 
had a productive fall. We continue work 
in partnership with Tanana, Venetie, and 
Arctic Village on Tribal Conservation 
Districts (TCDs). Maryann had a 
wonderful visit to Tanana this fall 
finishing up some interviews that will 
contribute to planning for the newly 
formed Tanana Tribal Conservation 
District. Two T’ee Drin Jik TCD Board 
members, Steve Frank and Myra 
Thumma, were invited to attend the 
Alaska Tribal Conservation Alliance 
Symposium in October where we jointly 
presented their progress with a 
community garden and meet with USDA 
NRCS Staff. During AFN Science Staff 
meet with Birch Creek Tribal Council to 
discuss TCDs and water quality 
monitoring. At ATCEM in Anchorage the 
Science Department presented on the  

TCDs. Edda also conducted with the 
partnership of Dr. Birgit Hagedorn, 
University of Anchorage Alaska and 
Aditi Shenoy, Fairbanks Soil and Water 
Conservation District a full day 
workshop on water quality and soil 
monitoring, as well as invasive aquatic 
species, Elodea.  Congratulations to all 
those who were certified!  

We are continually developing proposals 
for high quality research to support 
Tribes and First Nations in decision 
making, water quality and active layer 
monitoring and other research needs. 
Thank you for your letters of support, 
and the many illuminating discussions 
that shape these proposals. If you have 
ideas about needed research in your 
community don’t hesitate to contact us.  

 

Meet our newest Employee! 
 

 

 

Fannie Dock 
Fannie Dock is our 
new Administrative 
Assistant from 
Togiak, Alaska. She is 
such a hard worker 
and has such a 
positive attitude. We 
are thrilled to have 
her on board at the 
Yukon River Inter-
Tribal Watershed 
Council!!   

 

mailto:kdonnelly@yritwc.org
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ANNONCEMENTS  

EPA’s Burn Wise Awareness Toolkit  

  
tools are great additions for website, social media, etc. 
For more information, visit www.epa.gov/burnwise. 

 

 
This in-person training will guide participants through the 
EPA Indian Environmental General Assistance Program 
from beginning to end. Participants will also receive 
information and tools that will help build and manage 
effective environmental programs in their 
communities. January 23-24, 2016 / Anchorage  
 

JOB OPPORTUNITY  
 

  

 
Thank you for a successful and 
informative 2016 Annual BIA 

Providers Conference! 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 

In October, 2016 during the Alaska Tribal 
Conference on Environmental Management, 
ATCEM a chlorofluorocarbon or better 
known as Freon Recovery class was 
sponsored by the Solid Waste Management 
Program Department. It started on Monday 
morning the 24th as a 
classroom training; later 
in the afternoon there 
was a test and those 
tests were sent to Illinois 
for final grading the 
people who passed the 
test will be sent a 
certificate card that is 
good for life.  On Friday 
the 28th there was a 
hands on training to take 
out Freon from 
refrigerator’s or freezers. 
The instructor was Reilly 
Kosinski from Total 
Reclaim. There were 19 people from all over 
the State in attendance.  

Since the new fiscal year started the SMW 
program has been sending out emails to 
communities to check what they need in 
training and to remind them of the people 
that got their Hazwoper training certificate 
to get their refresher course done so their 
cards do not expire. 

SWM program is also going to get a hold of 
as many as she can to get other updates as in 
new staff, council or other pertinent 
information regarding the SWM program. 
Please send in your new staff or council’s 
email, and contact information for future 
information to be sent out to the right 
address. 

Update on the drum crusher: So far there 
have been only two villages that are 
interested in the drum crusher to arrive to 
their village this coming summer, Beaver and 
Nulato. If your community is interested in 
borrowing the drum crusher please let the 
Solid Waste Management Coordinator, 
Katherine Brower know about it so that time 
and dates can be set for your community to 
use the drum crusher. Even if your 

community is not going to send away the 
crushed drums, please know that at least you 
have minimized the hazardous material in 
your landfill and unknown materials 
eliminated for the future of your community. 

 

The SWM Program is working together with 
Brownfields to put on a Hazwoper training in 
Chevak, Alaska during the beginning of 
December. This is a great example of our 
programs mixing well together because SWP 
can host a training while Brownfields does 
community engagement work.  

If you community is in need of any trainings 
or has any solid waste issues, please reach 
out! We are here to help. 

Thank you for your interest in the Solid 
Waste Management Program. 

Update from 
the Solid Waste 
Management 
Program 
by Katherine Brower  

The EPA has created 
a toolkit designed 
specifically for local, 
state, and tribes 
interested in 
reducing air 
pollution through 
wood burning. 
These outreach  

ANTHC Tribal 
Capacity & 
Training 
Introduction to 
GAP 
Management 

It is fun and easy to get involved with the 
projects of YRITWC! 

• Like us on Facebook 

www.Facebook.com/YRITWC 

• Follow us on Instragam  

@theyritwc 

• Make donations here: 

wwww.gofundme.com/yritwc 

https://goo.gl/LU9zeS 

 

STAY CONNETED WITH 
YRITWC 

 Upcoming DWIP 
Teleconference 

December 20th 

Time TBD 

Our DWIP Coordinator, 
Thomas, will be discussing 

best practices on solid waste 
to protect water resources. 

Please join us!  

http://www.facebook.com/YRITWC
https://goo.gl/LU9zeS
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Hello Everyone!   

I hope that you are staying warm, getting 
enough snow and thick ice to move around a 
little bit.     

It has been an exciting couple of years for the 
Indigenous Observation Network (ION), 
YRITWC Science Department, and the US 
Geological Survey.  This year celebrates 10 years 
of working together to better understand the 
Yukon River Basin, its environmental changes 
and its people. While we have recently struggled 
with funding the water quality program, many 
communities and the USGS have been able to 
increase their contributions to continue this 
historic effort of collecting water quality data 
throughout the watershed.  Many of us are 
constantly reminded in today’s world that we 
need to continually adapt to survive... so, 
quyana, mahsi choo, and thank you to everyone 
who continues to help empowering Yukon River 
communities to better document their history, 
understand ecosystems, and sustain our culture 
and ways of life!   

 

For many that have participated in ION, we have 
worked hard to provide you and your 
communities with reports that describe your 
water quality over the last decade.  For those 
communities that have helped to collect water 
quality data, these reports are available on the 
YRITWC website.  We also give presentations at 
Alaskan conferences such as the Alaska Tribal 
Conference on Environmental Management and 
the Alaska Forum on the Environment.  In 
addition, there are also reports for those 
communities that have participated in the 
Active Layer Network (ALN) by looking at 
permafrost conditions and changes.  If you 
would like to participate in either of these 

programs, contact the 
YRITWC Science 
Department for more 
information.   

 

Recently, the YRITWC 
Science Department, in 
collaboration with the 
USGS and the Alaska 

Climate Science Center, published ION’s 
research that looked at changes in water 
chemistry over the last 30 years (1982 to 2014) 
on the Yukon River (at Pilot Station) and the 
Tanana River (at Nenana).  Thanks to Robert 
Myers, Martin Kelley, Helen George of Pilot 
Station Traditional Council and Victor Lord of 
Nenana Native Village for help with collecting 
this data!   

 

The article describes how a lot of different 
minerals (like calcium, magnesium, and sulfate) 
and nutrients (such as phosphorous and carbon) 
are in YRB river and groundwater. 

  Essentially, over the last 30 years, we have 
seen some pretty significant increases in these 
minerals and nutrients.   

These trends strongly suggest that the YRB’s 
warming climate has led to permafrost loss 
throughout the watershed.  Permafrost, 
technically speaking, is any ground that has 
been frozen for at least two years.  As the YRB 
loses permafrost, much more soil and bedrock 
are exposed to what we call ‘weathering’.  
Weathering means that water is dissolving parts 
of this soil and bedrock and then transferring it 
to the Yukon, Tanana and groundwater.  This 
permafrost loss has likely led to massive 
changes in hydrology within the YRB that may 
have consequences for contaminant transport, 
the carbon cycle, fish and wildlife habitat and 
other ecosystem services.  This research could 
not have been completed without the help of 
the Yukon River communities.   

We have a number of publications and 
opportunities coming up to share and 
participate in science!  Stayed tuned to this 

newsletter or the YRITWC Facebook page for 
updates!    

For more information about this publication, 
please visit https://goo.gl/ASisKD and 
https://goo.gl/r3ZTd7.  

An accomplishment this quarter for the DWIP 
Program was updating the “Safe Drinking Water 
Manual,” which can be found on our web site. 
This manual was thoroughly edited to make the 
information more relevant for Alaskan 
communities rather than the lower 48. Please 
visit the web site and take the time to read this 
manual and the contamination info sheet found 
in the document. It can be used as a reference 
tool to identify contaminates the water.  

The DWIP Program has an exciting season ahead 
for FY17. Based on activities from FY16, the 
program will target between 5 to 10 communities 
to do village site visits and assessments. During 
these site visits, YRITWC plans on providing 
technical assistance along with resources on how 
to address the best practices for clean drinking 
water.  

Another task for the DWIP Program in the 
upcoming year is to create a drinking water map 
based on information gathered from the villages 
along with their specific GPS coordinates of 
traditional drinking water sources. Working 
alongside our Science Program, this information 
will be gathered to create an interactive map in 
order to prioritize the communities in terms of 
outreach and technical assistance. From this 
map, a generic emergency plan will be generated 
along with brochures, fact sheets, and PSAs for 
the Yukon River Watershed. 

DWIP coordinator will continue to Create 
Alternative Drinking Water database, based on 
traditional ecological knowledge (TEK) collected 
from elders and other community members. This 
information will be collected through an ongoing 
survey and village visits this coming spring and 
summer season. To stay up to date with projects 
with the DWIP Program, visit yritwc.org or email 
tbrower@yritwc.org.  

 

  

November Publication 
for the Science Team 
by Ryan Toohey- Hydrologist, Alaska Climate Science 
Center Drinking Water 

Improvement 
Program Update 
by Thomas Brower III 

 

https://goo.gl/ASisKD
https://goo.gl/r3ZTd7
mailto:tbrower@yritwc.org
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The new fiscal year has begun and we are already 
nearly through quarter one, which for the 
Brownfields Program has been primarily focused 
on planning, grant research/writing, wrapping up 
projects, and identifying ways to best complete 
goals for this year.  
 In the second week of December 2016 
YRITWC’s Brownfield (BF) and Solid Waste (SW) 
Programs will co-host a 40-Hour Hazwoper 
training in Lower Yukon village of Chevak, which 
will help prepare tribal staff from local and 
surrounding villages to work on projects that 
potentially deal with hazardous materials. 
Another training, specific to YRITWC BF, will be 
conducted in the first half of 2017. Ideas on 
topics, location, or other aspects of that training 
are welcome. 

.  Every year the YRITWC BF Program also 
conducts Environmental Site Assessments 
(ESAs) in participating rural Yukon River villages. 
The ESAs are used to investigate the presence of 
known or suspected environmental 
contaminants. Such contamination can include 
(but is not limited to) petroleum byproducts, 
asbestos containing building materials, mold and 
mildew, lead-based paint, PCBs, and other 
hazardous substances common in Alaska. It is the 
function of the ESA (Phase I, and II) to determine 
whether or not clean-up or other action may be 
necessary to protect environmental and public 
health. However, for the scope of all brownfield 
projects, the ESA is only an intermediate step 
towards the actual goal: Reuse. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) defines 
a brownfield as "real property, the expansion, 
redevelopment, or reuse of which may be 
complicated by the presence or potential 

presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or 
contaminant". The YRITWC has conducted 
twenty-three ESAs since it began its BF Program 
in 2005, one of which has led to the successful 
redevelopment of a village drinking water tank in 
Hughes Alaska. The program has amassed an 
inventory of over 400 sites in the watershed 
which have the potential to be brownfield 
properties. This year’s efforts will be focused on 
identifying which of those properties may be a 

priority site and poised for redevelopment or 
reuse. If you think your tribe or village may own a 
property that qualifies as a potential Brownfield 
Site, please contact Willoughby Peterson at 1-
907-258-3337 or by email at 
wpeterson@yritwc.org. 
 Our contact information and ways to 
comment on anything mentioned in 
this newsletter can be easily found on 
our website www.yritwc.org. Thank You - WHP 

 

 

Brownfield 
Program Update: 
Training, Site 
Visits, and 
Assessments 
by Willoughby Peterson 

 

Funding Opportunity from Alaska Conservation Foundation: Alaska Native Fund. The purpose of the Alaska Native Fund is to advance Alaska Native 
priorities for protecting their land and sustaining their ways of life. The Fund’s grant making priorities include the following: Climate Change, Food Security, 
Sustainable Economies, Energy, and Holistic Wellness. Alaska Native organizations and individuals that address one of these issues are eligible to apply. 
Grants range up to $20,000 for organizations and up to $10,000 for individuals. (The Fund will also provide grants of up to $5,000 for applicants 
implementing Youth Organizing strategies.) Letters of inquiry are due December 15, 2016; full proposals must be submitted by March 31, 2017. 
Visit ACF’s website to learn more about the Fund’s application guidelines. 

mailto:wpeterson@yritwc.org
http://www.yritwc.org/
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Thank You for all your 
support on the YRITWC 
Facebook Page! 
by Emily Anderson 
 

I would like to thank all of our followers on Instagram and especially Facebook 
this past year! Within just a couple of months, our followers on Facebook 
have nearly doubled! It is great seeing our page getting more and more 
attention. It is very encouraging to see our viewers share our posts. We are 
able to reach a much larger group of people that way.  

A special thank you to everyone who participated in our Perspectives of 
Climate Change Facebook Poll this past month. This was our first time 
creating Facebook poll and due to its success, it surely will not be our last. We 
were able to get some really unique and valuable data from the poll! 

Keep up the social media love, you all rock! 

Get Connected VIA Apps on your iPhone or Android 
   

 

The Green Star app gives great 
information regarding 
recycling, waste reduction, and 
clean energy in Alaska. They 
even provide a map to tell you 
what, where, and when you can 
recycle certain items.  

ANTHC’s Local Environmental 
Observation (LEO) Network 
app makes it easy and fun to 
interact and post evidence of 
climate change in any 
community.  

Alaska Forum on the 
Environment’s (AFE) 
Event App makes it 
simple to stay up to date 
on 2017 AFE Conference 
coming up in February. 

iNaturalist immerses you into a 
community of informed and 
involved citizens, curious about 
our natural world. Observe, 
track, share, and discuss your 
findings and observations. 
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 In loving memory of Rondell Jimmie 
(1965-2016) 
We are deeply saddened by the news of the 
passing of Rondell Jimmie, YRITWC Executive 
Committee member. Rondell has been an 
active steward in many of our projects such 
as; science programs, solid waste, and 
backhaul. He truly lived by YRITWC's mission; 
protecting the water and its people and his 
loss will be deeply felt. Please keep his 
children, loved ones, and family both in Minto 
and Nenana in your thoughts and 
prayers. Below is his obituary. 

Our Dad, Nephew, Brother, Cousin and 
Friend, Rondell Gene Jimmie, 51 of Nenana 
went to be with the Lord on November 20, 
2016 surrounded by family and friends. 
Rondell was born July 9, 1965 in Los 
Angeles, CA to Loujean and Lindred Jimmie 
and grew up in the village of Minto. He 
graduated from Mt. Edgecumbe High 
School in 1983 and attended college at UAF 
and Sheldon Jackson College in Sitka. 
Rondell had an infectious smile and laugh 
that one could never forget; he had a deep 
love for his family, especially for his 
grandchildren, nieces and nephews. He was 
a gentle soul, a man that was truly kind and 
generous to all who crossed his path. He 
was giving, helpful, encouraging, always 
teaching and forever teasing his aunties and 
cousins. Rondell was an outstanding 
athlete, avid hunter, fisherman, trapper, 
woodworker and keeper of his Native 
culture. He had a passion for subsistence 
fishing rights and was an advocate for his 
people. He will be greatly missed by the 
Yukon and 

Tanana River fishing communities. Rondell 
served on the TCC Fish Advisory Board, 
Inter-Tribal Watershed Council, and the 
board of directors of the Yukon River 
Drainage Fisheries Association in which he 
represented the people of his fishing 
district. He actively supported, participated 
in and led projects that promoted fishing, 
his culture, and sharing knowledge with 
youth and others. Some of these projects 
included community fish camps, language-
based fish camps, the Yukon Salmon 
comprehensive plan revision, the Value of 
Salmon project, YRDFA in-season 
teleconferences  

and pre-season planning meetings. 
Rondell’s deep concern for people, gentle 
spirit, cultural knowledge and positive 
attitude will be missed greatly by all those 
that knew and loved him. Rondell was 
preceded in death by his mother Loujean 
Jimmie, father Lindred “Lefty” Jimmie, 
sister Marla Jimmie, maternal 
grandparents Charlie Titus, Sr. and Annie 
Titus, paternal grandparents, Peter and 
Ena Jimmie, adoptive mother Hanna Titus 
Carter, uncles Jimmy and Tiny Titus, aunts 
Sherry, Lily, Rose, Tellie, Jennifer Titus and 
Jeanene Alexander. Rondell is survived by 
his children, Alisha, Marlin (Jamie), Darla, 
Lendell, Wesley (Megan), Mickey, Chase 
and Leonard. Grandchildren Kale, Bobby, 
Nikora and Brooklin. Partner Robin 
Campbell and her children Shawna, 

 

 

 

Malia, Orion, Keri Rose, Lila, Marcus, Jr., and 
William. Sisters Lyndra Jimmie and Tanna Lee 
Carter (Chad), aunts and uncles, Vernell Titus 
(Virgil), Ronald “Rabbie” Jimmie, Charlie Titus Jr. 
(Ruth) Andrew Jimmie (Barbara), Violet Mayo 
(Kenny), Effie Moe, and Florine Alexander, and 
special cousins DeAnn Titus, Christopher Nollner, 
and Douglas Jimmie. Rondell had numerous 
cousins, nieces, nephews and friends all over the 
state.  

 

Thank you for reading!  

Check our website, Facebook, and Instagram for 
constant updates on our programs! 
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