
Two weeks traveling the lower section of the Yukon River watershed sounded like 
one of the most exciting adventures, and I was right. Jon Waterhouse (Solid Waste 
Coordinator), Harold Gatensby (Executive Committee Member), and my son Cailan 

and I traveled together to fi ve villages for an environmental education trip.
We visited Russian Mission, Marshall, Mountain Village, Scammon Bay, and Hooper 

Bay. We met with almost 500 students, school staff, and tribal councils. Thank you to 
every community for welcoming us, putting us up, and feeding us. Those school lunches 
are very good!

I loved traveling and seeing new country because it reminds me how closely con-
nected we all are. The water is our life line that we all need to survive and it has done its 
job to take care of us. Now it is our turn to take care of the water; that was our message on 
this environmental education trip. We asked the students, “What are you doing to take care 
of the river?” Many of the students said: pick up trash, don’t throw trash into the river, and 
recycle. These are all excellent things to do to keep the river clean but we can do more.
Jon Waterhouse, La’ona DeWilde, and Joy Shockley are all working with the communities 
to backhaul items this summer (see pages 4-5 for more information). Talk with your Tribal 
Environmental worker to see what you can haul out of your community. We are also here 
to provide support to communities who want to ban plastic bags and recycle aluminum 
cans. This is a great way to reduce the amount of trash that goes into your landfi ll.

You can also help the Yukon River Watershed by learning about it. Talk to your elders 
about the change they have seen in their lifetime. Ask them about their experiences and 
cherish the wisdom they share with you. Knowledge, history, and culture are a part of this 
watershed.

There are lots of great programs out there to help protect and learn about our water-
shed. We can work together to clean it up and keep it healthy. Let me know what your 
community is doing to help the watershed so we can share it in our newsletter.
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Hello from the Yukon Offi ce. The past month has been a very busy one for our offi ce. I have been traveling 
throughout the Yukon with Mr. Albert Genier and the staff from Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society 

(CPAWS),Yukon Chapter conducting community information sessions on Coalbed Methane 
(CBM). At this time I would like to thank Mr. Bruce Baizel, Legal Council for the Oil and 
Gas Accountability Project, who traveled all the way from Durango, Colorado to join our 
tour and share his personal experiences with people about CBM. I would also like to thank 
the communities of Carmacks, Old Crow, Mayo and Whitehorse for your warm welcome 
and generous hospitality. Thank you to the Southern Tutchone Tribal Council for your gener-
ous sponsorship for the “Coffee Break” during our Whitehorse Presentation. We hope to 
bring more guest speakers to the Yukon to join our tour and travel the remaining communi-
ties over the course of the next month or so. The goal of these community presentations is to 
inform our people about the process to extract CBM. As many of you are aware, a resolution 

calling for a moratorium on CBM in the Yukon Territory was discussed at our Summit meeting last August in Ne-
nana, Alaska. At the present time we have 27 Tribes and First Nations (seven from the Yukon) who have signed the 
resolution. In order for the resolution to become an offi cial mandate of the YRITWC we require 31 signatures. We 
are very close to meeting that goal. If you require a copy of the resolution please contact our offi ce.

During March I traveled to the communities of Mayo, Pelly Crossing, Teslin, Watson Lake and Whitehorse to 
conduct information sessions on Waste Management/Contaminated Sites. I am working with the staff from Envi-
ronmental Dynamics who developed maps that outline contaminated or waste management sites within each Yukon 
First Nations’ Traditional Territory. Contained on these maps is the status of the sites, to date. The purpose of the 
project is to meet with people in the communities to share information contained on the maps and gather informa-
tion about sites of concern that have not been identifi ed yet. So far the response from the communities has been 
very positive. Please watch the newspaper for upcoming visits to your communities.

The “Draft” form of the First Nation to First Nation Consultation Protocol has been completed by the Indian 
Law Resource Center. Thank you to Lucy Simpson from the Center for working with our offi ce to design this im-
portant document. There is a list of options First Nations may want to consider when they are deciding what they 
would like this consultation process to look like. I will be traveling to the First Nation communities to discuss this 
document in the near future.

A friendly reminder; the First Nation Annual YRITWC Membership fee is due to the Whitehorse offi ce. For 
those First Nations who contributed more than what was required, thank you for your generous donation and your 
prompt attention to this matter.

Also, the next Leadership Summit Meeting will be held in Dawson City on August 9, 10 & 11, 2005. Hope to 
see you all there. If you have any questions about the above projects, please drop into our offi ce at 102 Gold Rd in 
Whitehorse or call us at (867) 393-2199.

Message from the Yukon Director - Bonnie Harpe

Message from the Alaska Director - Rob Rosenfeld

Bonnie with daughter 
Alison. 

Photo by Rosalie Brandon

       Energy Alternatives on the Yukon River

This article discusses some of the many challenges with developing affordable en-
ergy solutions in the Yukon River Watershed. Development project proposals are 
being presented fast and furious to state and federal regulators. Projects range from 

proposed coal-bed methane, an experimental nuclear reactor, natural gas systemic studies, 
oil and gas exploration, coal extraction, powering a large scale gold mine, solar energy, 
hydroelectric energy, and wind power.

Municipalities, Indigenous Governments, and Native Corporations are working tena-
ciously to sift through these proposed projects and the Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed 
Council (YRITWC) has been providing technical assistance to help governments and vil-
lage corporations assess the feasibility and potential impacts of project proposals. The YRITWC encourages deci-

Rob Rosenfeld

(Continued on page 3)
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sion-makers to thoroughly evaluate proposed proj-
ects to minimize impacts upon the ecosystem and on 
subsistence foods while considering both short- and 
long-term economic issues. 

Extremely high costs of energy, record breaking 
unemployment, and relaxed state and federal regulations 
and permitting processes are causing this fl ood of new 
exploration proposals. Solutions are desperately needed, 
while the fast pace at which projects are being consid-
ered pose additional challenges to the proper assessment 
of proposed efforts.

To date the YRITWC has been directed by indig-
enous governments to circulate submitted resolutions 
calling for a moratorium on coal bed methane extraction 
and opposing the proposed nuclear reactor in Galena 
while calling for an end to the experimentation with, 
storage of and transport of radioactive materials on the 
Yukon River Watershed.

Coal Bed Methane (CBM): Development of CBM 
is being considered in the Peel River, which is a major 
tributary that fl ows into the Yukon River Watershed in 
the Yukon Territory. The Nacho Nyak Dun First Nation 
submitted a resolution at the YRITWC Leadership meet-
ing in Nenana during August of 2004 calling for indige-
nous governments to consult with each other and assure 
that indigenously produced environmental impact state-
ments occur wherever CBM is being considered. The 
resolution passed by consensus at the Nenana meeting 
and is now being circulated to indigenous governments 
for signature. To date 27 governments have signed the 
resolution. Once there are 31 signatures, the resolution 
will offi cially become a directive to the YRITWC staff 
from the Tribes and First Nations. The YRITWC will 
then place the resolution on our letterhead and a strate-
gic plan will be developed to effectively implement the 
intent of the resolution. 

Nuclear Reactor: Similarly the Nulato, Tanana and 
Anvik Tribes all submitted resolutions to YRITWC and 
Tanana Chiefs Conference(TCC) opposing the proposed 
experimental nuclear reactor in Galena. The resolution 
was presented and discussed at the Tanana Chiefs Con-
ference Convention in March 2005 and was passed by 
the 42 delegates representing the 42 Athabascan tribes 
of the Interior of Alaska.  In addition, more then 20 
Yupik and Cupik lower River and coastal tribes met in 
Kotlik in April and agreed by consensus to support the 
signed resolutions opposing the proposed nuclear reac-
tor. The main issues of concern are the lack of disposal 
assurance for the radioactive materials and the many 
experimental, unproven aspects of the proposed nuclear 

reactor. As the resolution signatures in opposition to the 
reactor continue to increase rapidly, the YRITWC will 
soon present the signed resolutions to the Louden Tribal 
Council (LTC) in Galena and ask that the LTC discuss 
their position and potentially sign on to the resolution. 
The next step will be to attend a City of Galena monthly 
meeting and present the summary of opposition. The 
hope is that the City of Galena will abandon their efforts 
to gain licenses and site-permits, and ultimately respect 
the wishes of the neighboring communities. 

Natural Gas and Propane: The YRITWC applauds 
the efforts of the Toghotthele Corporation and Doyon 
Corporation for their pursuit of natural gas in the Ne-
nana area. Natural gas is one of the cleanest burning 
forms of fossil fuel. The Toghotthele Corporation has 
already expressed a commitment to maintaining high 
environmental standards during gas exploration and 
production and a willingness to work with the YRITWC 
with the intent of minimizing impacts to the watershed.  
In Alaska and around the world, natural gas has poten-
tial as a bridge fuel to guide the transition into cleaner, 
renewable sources of energy in the future. Additionally, 
the YRITWC has recently become aware of an inno-
vative proposal by the Doyon Corporation to provide 
propane fuel to the proposed Donlin Creek Mine on the 
Kuskokwim River. Propane would likely cause much 
less impact than the enormous diesel fuel farm that is 
also being proposed on the banks of the Yukon River to 
service the Donlin Creek Mine, especially in the case 
of possible fuel spills. A very hopeful possibility for the 
future is that natural gas may eventually be available for 
transport to Yukon River communities by barge.

Doyon Corporation and United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) Land Transfer for Oil and 
Gas Exploration: The YRITWC staff have continued 
to follow the developments of the proposed land trans-
fer between Doyon Corporation and USFWS within the 
Yukon River Watershed and the Yukon Flats National 
Wildlife Refuge. Doyon Corporation has assured the 
YRITWC that we will be able to comment on and be in-
volved with environmental impact statements if the land 
transfer moves forward. Currently there are 6 tribes that 
have signed resolutions in opposition while 3 tribes have 
expressed support of the proposed land transfer. On one 
hand oil and gas development may provide employment 
while on the other hand tribes and Doyon shareholders 
have discussed the potential loss and contamination of 
land. During the Doyon Corporation annual shareholder 
meeting in March 2005 an “Advisory vote” was called 
by a shareholder asking that Doyon Corporation “cease 

(Continue from page 2)

(Continued on page 11)
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Inter-Tribal Accord Signatories
Alakanuk Traditional Council

Alatna Village Council
Algaaciq Tribal Council

Allakaket Traditional Council
Anvik Tribal Council
Arctic Village Council

Asa’carsarmiut Tribal Council
Beaver Tribal Council

Birch Creek Tribal Council
Canyon Village Council

Carcross/Tagish First Nation
Chalkyitsik Village Council

Chevak Native Council
Chuloonawick Native Council

Circle Village Council
Eagle Traditional Council

Emmonak Traditional Council
Evansville Tribal Council

Gwichyaa Zhee Gwich’in Tribal Government
Grayling IRA Council

Holy Cross Traditional Council
Hooper Bay Native Village

Hughes Village Council
Huslia Tribal Council

Iqurmiut Tribal Council
Kaltag Tribal Council
Kluane First Nation

Kotlik Traditional Council
Koyukuk Tribal Council

Kwanlin Dun First Nation
Liard First Nation

Little Salmon/Carmacks First Nation
Louden Tribal Council

Marshall Traditional Council
Mentasta Village Council

Na-cho Nyak Dun First Nation
Native Village of Bill Moore’s Slough

Native Village of Minto
Nenana Native Council
Nulato Tribal Council

Ohogamiut Traditional Council
Paimiut Traditional Council
Pilot Station Tribal Council

Pitka’s Point Traditional Council
Ruby Tribal Council

Scammon Bay Traditional Council
Selkirk First Nation

Shageluk IRA Council
Native Vilage of Shaktoolik 

Stebbins Community Association
Stevens Village

Ta’an Kwach’an First Nation
Taku River Tlingit First Nation

Tanana Tribal Council
Telin Tlingit First Nation

Tr’on Dek Hweck’in First Nation
Venetie Village Council

Vuntut Gwichin First Nation
White River First nation

Yupiit of Andreafski

Getting Rid of the Junk
By Jon Waterhouse, Solid Waste Coordinator

Backhaul season is almost upon us and it’s time to start thinking about 
what your village would like to get rid of. Matt Sweetsir and his crew 
at Yutana Barge Lines (YBL) are working closely with us on the 

backhaul effort this year. Their expertise and commitment to this project is 
greatly appreciated. The fi rst barge will sail in mid-May to the middle Yukon. 
The sailings to the Lower and Upper River will be in June. Now is a good 
time to get with your Tribal Environmental Coordinator or the YRITWC rep-
resentatives, Joy Shockley, La’ona DeWilde, and Jon Waterhouse, for your 
area. They will need your assistance to identify old cars, heavy equipment, 
old batteries, used oil, and computers you want backhauled from your com-
munity. Please make a list of these items ahead of time to help us plan for the 
backhaul season.
Backhaul Preparation

To prepare vehicles, and heavy equipment for backhaul you must remove 
oil, transmission fl uid, and coolant and dispose of it properly. This can be a 
labor intensive process, but necessary. Prior to the backhaul season we will 
need to know your community needs to accomplish this task, such as a pump 
to remove the fl uids, a container to store the hazardous materials, proper 
labeling on the container, and manpower to do the work. Let us know if you 
need support for this project.

Another challenge will be moving the backhaul items to the barge land-
ing. In some cases, it will require heavy equipment and the ability to crush 
the cars and trucks. In others it will require the movement of used oil drums 
and totes full of batteries. Planning ahead will make this a much easier task.
Used Oil and Battery Program
Does your village have an established used battery and oil collection pro-
gram? If not, it’s easy to get one going. Stop by and talk with the Tribal Envi-
ronmental Coordinator at the tribal offi ce. The used batteries that have 
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accumulated need to be collected in a central location, 
packaged and labeled for shipment. The same goes for 
used oil; collected, packaged, labeled and shipped.    

All of these are great community projects that will 
go a long way in the effort to clean things up and help 
the Yukon River. Talk with the local Tribal Environmen-
tal Coordinator or YRITWC representative to get the 
support and answers you need. Communication is the 
key to making this a highly successful backhaul season.   
Your YRITWC Representatives are:

Middle Yukon Communities
La’ona DeWilde   907-456-1658

Yukon Flats Communities
Joy Shockley 907-451-2530

Lower Yukon and Coastal Communities
Jon Waterhouse 907-258-3337

Nenana 
Departure 

Date

Upper 
Yukon

Middle 
Yukon

Koyukuk 
River

Innoko 
River

Lower 
Yukon

May 24 x
May 28 x x
June 04
June 08 x** x**
June 15 x
June 24 x
 July 03 x
July 10 x
July 16 x
July 20 x
July 29 x
Aug 01 x** x**
Aug 09 x
Aug 18 x
Aug 24 x
Aug 30 x
Sep 01 x No 

Shageluk
x**

Sep 08 x
**Nunam Iqua - Jun 08 & Aug 01 (Sheldon Pt. only)

Upper Middle Lower Innoko 
Beaver
Ft. Yukon
Rampart
Stevens 
Village
Tanana

Galena
Ruby

Tanana
Nulato
Kaltag
Koyukuk
Tanana

Alakanuk
Anvik

Emmonak
Grayling
Kotlik

Marshall
Mt. Village
Pilot Station

Russian Mission
St. Mary’s
Holy Cross

Shageluk**
**Jun 08 & Aug 
01 Sailings Only

See the Solid Waste Alaska Network website for more 
backhaul information: http://www.ccthita-swan.org/Tu-

torials/shipping_hazwaste.cfm

How to Manage and Prepare Materials for 
Backhaul 

Hazardous wastes must managed the right way for Yu-
tana and DEC to accept them 

1. Separate hazardous wastes into different types
Keep products in their original containers if possible

Don’t mix any products together 
2. Label all containers! 

Label and identify all containers to the best of your knowledge 
The labels don’t need to be fancy – a pen marker can be used 

to write on the container. Write big and use clear lettering. 
You can also write on a piece of paper and cover it with clear 

tape as a label. 
3. Keep containers in good condition until they are collected 

Properly store all containers 
Place any leaking container inside another container 

Containers should be stored under cover to avoid degradation 
from weather. 

4. Be prepared for Yutana’s arrival
Remember that Yutana Barge is kindly donating their time 

and services for this program and the more your community 
prepares for Yutana before it arrives, the better. Yutana can’t 

afford to tie up the barge for a long period of time. The whole 
loading process needs to happen as quickly as possible. 

It is important to know when the barge will be arriving so the 
wastes are properly packaged, labeled, and ready to go. 

It is also important to set the prepared hazardous wastes at a 
location agreed-to by Yutana Barge. Talk with Yutana Barge 

about the best “pick-up” location for your community. 
Some communities have Connex containers at their barge 

landing which they use to store their hazardous wastes.

Yutana Barge Sailing Schedule

Cell Phone Recycling Program
EARTHWORKS has launched a cell phone recycling program 
to help keep toxic materials out of the landfi lls.  Mail your 
phone to:           EARTHWORKS Cell Phone Recycling

1612 K Street NW #808
Washington DC 20006

Thank You Volunteers!
Dana Nossov

Shalene Huntington
Anna Godduhn
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Upcoming Events, Trainings, Conferences, and Gatherings
EVENT DATE & 

LOCATION
CONTACT

Alaska Wetlands Short Course
The Roles of Treatment Wetlands

May 11-13, 2005
Anchorage, Alaska

Wetlandshortcourse@ch2m.com

World Water and 
Resources Conference

May 15-19, 2005
Anchorage, Alaska

American Society of 
Civil Engineers
1-800-548-2723

Native American Fish & Wildlife 
Society - Introduction to Water 
Quality Assessment

May 16-20, 2005
Anchorage, Alaska

NAFWS - Karen Stickman
222-6005
aknafws@alaska.net

River Rally
Networking and workshops

May 20-24, 2005
Keystone, Colorado

www.rivernetwork.org
info@rivernetwork.org

Northern Latitudes Mining
Reclamation Workshop

May 24-26, 2005
Dawson City, Yukon

Rebecca Chouinard
(867) 669-2664
chouinardr@inac.gc.ca

9th Canadian Pollution Prevention 
Roundtable

June 1-2, 2005
Victoria, British Columbia

www.c2p2online.com/main.php3?session=&section
=98&doc_id=65
1-800-667-9790

7th National Tribal Conference on 
Environmental Management

June 7-10, 2005 
Traverse City, Michigan

Andy Knott
Env Stewardship Director
aknott@gtbindians.com

Renewable Energy and Sustainable 
Living Fair

June 17-19, 2005
Custer, Wisconsin

http://www.the-mrea.org/energy_fair.php
Ph: 715-592-6595 

YRITWC
5th Bi-Annual Watershed Summit

August 9-11, 2005
Dawson City, Yukon

LaVern Huntington
(907) 451-2530
lhuntington@yritwc.com

Native American Fish & Wildlife 
Society

August 22-26, 2005
Location to be announced

NAFWS - Karen Stickman
222-6005
aknafws@alaska.net

North American Assoication for 
Environmental Education (NAAEE)
Sustainability and EE: Focus on the Future

October 25-29, 2005
Alburquerque, New Mexico

http://naaee.org/conferences/
conference@naaee.org
(202) 419-0412

National Brownfi elds 2005 Conference
Reaching New Heights in Redevelopment

November 2-4, 2005
Denver, Colorado

1 (877) 343-5374
brownfi elds2005@csc.com
www.brownfi elds2005.org

Thank you for making the backhaul 
project possible!

  Northern Air Cargo       ALPAR
  Arctic Circle Air       Total Reclaim
  Yutana Barge Line       Grant Aviation
  Alaska Railroad      Wright’s Air
  Totem Ocean      IGAP Village Coordinators
  C+R Pipe       Warbelows Air Service
  Arctic Transportation Services

NEW ACCORD SIGNERS!
Native Village of Shaktoolik

Scammon Bay Traditional Council
That brings the total number

of Accord signers to 60!

Thank You Grant Aviation
for making the YRITWC Lower Yukon and 
Coastal Communities Leadership Meeting a 

success!
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Several Tribes have asked the YRIT-
WC to provide technical assistance to 
evaluate large-scale energy proposals 

and consider alternatives to expensive and 
polluting diesel generated electricity.  I am 
honored that the YRITWC has asked me to 
help meet this request for technical assis-
tance to the Tribes and First Nations within 
the Yukon River watershed.

I have been working with Tribes and 
First Nations on renewable energy develop-
ment, conservation, and evaluating energy 
options for over twelve years.  Some notable 
successes include installing two solar energy 
systems in the Native Village of Venetie and two identical systems 
in Arctic Village, all of which are still operating and reducing 
diesel use in both communities.

The Lower River and Coastal Tribes gathered in the village 
of Kotlik from April 4-8 to discuss many issues, including energy.  
If there is one single message about energy that came out of the 
discussions in Kotlik and can’t be repeated enough, it is this:  With 
energy prices through the roof and moving even higher, the quick-
est, easiest, cheapest, best thing you can do related to energy is to 
not use it if you don’t have to.

Of course, that’s easier said than done and often not pos-
sible, but there are a lot of little things that really do add up.  For 
example:
•Consider turning off the coffee pot after the coffee is made and 
put the extra in a thermos.  Keeping the hot plate on underneath 
the coffee pot uses a lot of electricity.
•All remote control electronics, like TVs and X-boxes, use elec-
tricity even when they’re not turned on. The only way to make 
them not use electricity when they’re not turned on is by unplug-
ging them or putting them on a power strip that you turn off when 
you’re not using them.
•Compact fl uorescent lightbulbs save about 70% of the energy 
compared to regular (incandescent) bulbs and last a whole lot lon-
ger, at least for inside use.  If they don’t have these bulbs in your 
local store, ask the manager to stock them.
•Snow machines and four-wheelers are great, but don’t forget 
about the oldest, most traditional form of transportation: walking!  
Walking instead of cruising around town saves a lot of gas and is 
good exercise, though I admit, may not be as much fun.

Of course, the big picture is much more complicated than just 
turning off your coffee pot or buying certain light bulbs.  Schools 
and other large buildings use a lot more energy—and can save a 
lot more also—than even the biggest family in town.  And even if 
we saved all the energy we could, when you need to go out hunt-
ing or haul water or fl y into Fairbanks or Anchorage or drive into 
Whitehorse, there’s no real way around using oil and gas, at least 
with the current state of technology.

In the next newsletter, we’ll talk more about the future of 
renewable energy on a village and global scale that can provide 
some alternatives to oil and gas, though we certainly don’t have all 
the answers.

In the future, look for an energy section on the YRITWC web-
site and in upcoming newsletters.  If you have any questions or 
suggestions, please give the offi ce a call at 907-451-2530, or drop 
me an email at hirsch@earthsys.org. 

The Native Village of Bill Moore’s Slough, Kotlik 
Traditional Council, and the Hamilton Tribal Council 
worked together to host a Yukon River Inter-Tribal 

Watershed Council sponsored leadership meeting attended 
by more then 20 lower river and coastal tribes April 4th 
– 8th. The 
meeting was 
attended by 
more then 40 
tribal lead-
ers and en-
vironmental 
workers with 
YRITWC staff 
and trainers 
from the EPA, 
SWAN Con-
sulting, Indian 
Law Resource Center, the United States Geological Survey. 
We are very thankful to the community of Kotlik for being 
gracious hosts and feeding us the incredibly healthy local 
foods and for sharing your dance and many gifts with all of 
us.

Lower River and coastal tribal leadership came to con-
sensus on the items below while issuing directives to the 
YRITWC. Consensus items and directives follow:
� Consensus decision:  Proposing an additional seat to 
the YRITWC Alaska Executive Committee to represent the 
coastal communities.  This proposal will be presented at the 
Dawson Summit.
� Consensus decision: Requesting the YRITWC staff 
and/or the Indian Law Resource Center staff to attend key 
meetings regarding the proposed Donlin Creek Mine. The 
purpose is to take notes and to let tribes know how they can 
be involved in the planning and decision-making process 
associated with the proposed mine.
� Consensus decision:  Opposing the storage and trans-
port of radioactive materials on the Yukon River Watershed 
and opposing the proposed Nuclear Reactor in Galena.
� Directive: Requesting that the YRITWC submit a reso-
lution opposing the proposed Nuclear Reactor to AFN if the 
City of Galena is still planning to move forward in the fall.
� Directive: Requesting the YRITWC staff to write a 
resolution to be submitted to the State of Alaska, asking 
that the purchase of 4-stroke engines be subsidized by the 
state on the Yukon River Watershed.
� Directive: Invite representatives of municipalities to the 
Dawson Summit in order to be more inclusive and request-
ing staff to continue to work effectively with municipali-
ties. 

We look forward to increasing our work on the lower 
river. There are 26 tribes on the lower river and on the coast 
that rely on the Yukon River for survival. Thank you to the 
elders who attended the meeting and for sharing wisdom 
and giving guidance. Quyaana!!!

Lower Yukon & Coastal Communities 
Leadership Meeting

by Rob Rosenfeld, Alaska Region Director

Evening dance in Kotlik. Photo by Aurora 
Fernandez

Brian Hirsch. Photo 
by Aurora Fernandez

Saving Energy in the Watershed
by Brian Hirsch



Page 8

Founded in 1995, Summit Consulting Service, Inc. is based on twenty-nine years of suc-
cessful “hands on” rural Alaska Project design and construction management experi-
ence, both force account and private sector. Summit has experienced steady growth and 

successfully completed over two dozen rural Alaska community improvement projects during 
the nine years since inception. These projects include water and sewer service installation, 
water and wastewater treatment, landfi lls and solid waste facilities, multipurpose facilities, and 
erosion control seawalls. 

In Summit’s extensive rural experience we have witnessed and have gained an under-
standing of solid waste management challenges faced by many Alaska residents. We believe 
the same technology, organizational talents, motivation and dedication to excellence that has 
gained Summit a reputation for well-managed, quality projects can be applied to waste manage-
ment in the same manner. This premise is reinforced as we observed April 22nd—Earth Day. First organized by Senator Gaylord Nelson 
in 1970, Earth Day has since been an opportunity for all people to recognize the progress made in improving the environment and the 
progress that has yet to be made. In the past 35 years great strides have been taken in improving our nation’s water and air quality. For 
example, the number of assessed stream miles safe for fi shing and swimming has increased from 36 percent in 1972 to approximately 
60 percent today (Source: Environmental Protection Agency). These accomplishments are a result of continued, concerted efforts by 
many people and Earth Day serves to remind us of our aspirations. 

Rural waste management in Alaska is an issue that not only affects our environment, but the direct 
health and safety of the people that live there. The Burn Box was developed by Summit to directly 
mitigate common waste challenges by improving water quality (through reduction of leachate), reducing 
the risk to aircraft from birds, reducing air pollution compared to open-burning, and reducing potential 
disease transmission. The Burn Box is designed to fi t the needs of each community and is engineered 
for remote locations. It will reduce trash volume by 85%, greatly prolonging the life of the community’s 
landfi ll. The most common sizes are the Model #10 for communities with greater than 700 people, the 
Model #7 for communities with between 200 and 700 people, and, the Model #5 for communities with 
less than 200 people and camps. Other factors such as available heavy equipment and area industries 
affect sizing. Summit will work closely with each community in identifying the most practical and ef-

fi cient Burn Box. 
A community with a Burn Box has taken the fi rst step in solv-

ing waste management problems. However, there are many factors that contribute to success. Sum-
mit offers an Enhanced Rural Solid Waste Management System to address these factors. The objec-
tive is to design and implement a system that meets the needs of rural Alaskan communities, strives 
to protect human health, safety, and the environment, and has realistic construction and operation 
costs. In addition to individual villages, we would like to work cooperatively to obtain funding on 
a regional level with groups of six to twelve villages. Agencies that have provided funding for burn 

boxes in the past include: EPA/BIA Tribal Grants, the Denali Commission Solid Waste Grants, and 
USDA/RD Solid Waste Construction Grants. We will strive to establish support for the program at 

multiple levels including villages, local and regional corporations, and public agencies. Components of this system would include:
•Identifi cation and installation of a waste collection, transport, and disposal system (including bear-proof containers if necessary).
•Site preparation including construction upgrades and identifi cation of the location and requirements for the burn box ash and non-

burnable waste items—as well as for scrap metals, white goods, and hazardous wastes.
•Installation of a Summit Burn Box that is durable and inexpensive to operate and maintain along with any necessary site control 

such as fencing or animal controls. 
•Training for utility operators on the effective operation and 

maintenance of the burn box and training for local utility administra-
tors on monthly user fees, a payment collection system, accounting, 
and an operation and maintenance budget. 

•Community education on separating burnable and non-burnable 
items and the proper disposal of hazardous wastes.

Summit is proud to offer our resources and talents, and we look 
forward to working with villages and funding agencies to provide 
solutions for the solid waste challenges in Alaska. Please contact 
Dave Lancaster in the Anchorage offi ce or visit our website at www.
scsalaska.com for more information.

A Practical Approach to Solid Waste Management in Rural Alaska

A Model #10 Burn Box in opera-
tion at Togiak, Alaska.

Kodiak Brown Bear in landfi ll

Dumpsite on the Yukon River

Clean Up Your Landfi ll 
With A Summit Burn Box

Anchorage Offi ce
Phone: (907) 563-5675
Email: dlancaser@scsalaska.com

www.scsalaska.com

Designed to Fit the Needs of Each Community
Engineered For Remonte Locations
Improve Water Quality by Reducing 
Leachate from Garbage
Prolongs the Life of Landfi ll Cells Up to 85%
Reduces Wildlife Impact
Less Smoke Than Open Pit Fires
Minimal O&M Costs



Page 9

The underlying theme at the Alaska Forum on the 
Environment appeared to be climate change and 
planning for the future. The Forum was held from 

February 7-11 and Bruno Ridolfi , Kathryn Foster, and I 
were in attendance. We were able to renew old friend-
ships and establish new ones, and I am glad the Forum 
had so many willing participants.

Dr. David Suzuki gave the opening remarks speech 
on the fi rst day at the Forum. He is a world leader in 
describing sustainable ecology. In his distinguished 
career as a scientist and teacher, Dr. Suzuki has seen 
many changes to the earth’s ecology; however, he offers 
a vision of hope as we see the world go through climate 
change. He suggested small things that would help sus-
tain the world, like reducing atmospheric carbon loads 
to reduce the “greenhouse effect” that he believes is 
contributing to rapid climate change in the world around 
us.

To quote US Senator Ted Stevens in a news article 
from the Wall Street Journal (February 22, 2005), “This 
is an issue of conscience more than anything else. It’s 
the most diffi cult challenge I feel as a Senator from my 
state.” The good Senator was referring to threatened 
villages such as Shishmaref and Kivalina, to name just 
two. Shishmaref has to be moved because the ocean is 
eating away the land on which it’s built. Nome has also 
been pounded by the surf from severe storms that used 
to be held back by the pack ice. Also, as Dr. Suzuki 
pointed out, common robins are being sighted in villag-
es up north where there are no known sightings in oral 
or recorded history. The point is, change is happening 
very rapidly, and our US congressional delegates have 
offi cially acknowledged the rapid change. The engineers 
and planners that helped design the town of Shishmaref 
never expected the environment to change so quickly 
and, as a result, the municipal infrastructure is being 
destroyed.

Depending on the “break-out” sessions attended 
during the Forum, one thing became very clear through 
each relevant presentation. Tribe/City Master Plan docu-
ments are becoming a requirement to receive Federal 

and State funding for capital projects in rural Alaska. 
Planning dollars and programs appear to be in place 
from agencies such as the Denali Commission, the USE-
PA and Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium. Plan-
ning grants help the Tribe/City identify evolving needs 
in their community. Public participation tends to create 
ownership of the outcomes and keeps the capital proj-
ects that are planned tailored to the Tribe/City’s needs.

In my planning background, I was fortunate to be 
able to work with the engineers and scientists I needed 
to complete capital projects we had identifi ed in a com-
munity plan. Some of the fi ner points in construction are 
captured by the engineer when considering design and 
by the geologist when considering location of the capi-
tal projects. For example, using stick-built construction 
might be preferred over modular units in cold weather or 
in places where the ground could settle. As rural Alas-
kans, we never dreamed of the day when the permafrost 
would melt, or the ocean could wash the villages away. 
In our example, stick-built construction may be the best 
solution, but those decisions depend on the specifi c 
situation and location. Developing a good master plan 
in collaboration with the community, having qualifi ed 
engineers and architects design facilities, and insisting 
on proper construction can prevent damage from ground 
settling and melting permafrost.

One of the grandest themes I came away from the 
Forum with is that there is hope in a rapidly changing 
environ-
ment. 
We need 
to work 
together 
to create 
thoughtful 
and fl ex-
ible plans 
that are 
sustainable 
into the 
future.

Planning for the Future
by Harold Frank, Alaska Operations Manager, RIDOLFI Inc.

Upcoming Job Opportunities 
with the YRITWC

*Summer Logistics Coordinator 
*(based in Anchorage)  June 15 - September 15, 2005

Solid Waste Coordinator
Project Manager

Seasonal Biologist
Communications and Outreach

Administrative Assistant
Contact Rob Rosenfeld for more 
information at (907) 451-2530

�

� 

� 

� 

� 

International Training Center of 
Indigenous Peoples (ITCIP)

Two Week Intensive Training Session for Indigenous 
Peoples in Nuuk, Greenland

1 - 14 July 2005
Become more knowledgeable of how the international 

system affects indigenous peoples, gain negotiation skills, 
confl ict resolution and diplomancy skills.

For more information see ITCIP’s website at www.itcip.
org or e-mail at offi ce@itcip.org
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The YRITWC contaminant mapping program is under-
way. We have mapped contaminated sites in six villag-
es and want to keep adding to the database. Because 

the data collection job is too big for the YRITWC staff, 
we will be going to villages to train 
people along the river to collect, store, 
and share contaminant data about 
their community. Our goal is to keep 
updating the database until we have 
documented site locations for dumps, 
junk yards, military waste, lagoons, 
oil spills, fuel storage sites, and other 
contaminants concerns there may be 
for as many villages as possible along 
the watershed. 

For the contaminants data we 
want you to locate all the sites of con-
cern in your village like fuel storage 
sites, even if these sites aren’t cur-
rently “contaminating” the environment. We want a current 
inventory of what has been brought onto the landscape. 

The titles of fi elds to collect with each site are as fol-
lows: Latitude, Longitude, name of contaminant, year it was 
put there, form, quantity, area, depth, responsible party, if 
the site was ever remediated or if there are plans to remedi-
ate, health concerns, media interaction (what it is setting in), 
food chain interaction (whether animals are getting into it), 
interviewee name, date of the interview, whether it can be 
backhauled or not, village name, and the problem on a scale 
of 1 to 10, with 10 being the worst problem you’ve seen. 
If people send this type of information to me, I can add the 
data into our contaminants database and with time the data-
base will become more and more powerful for management, 
monitoring, development, remediation and grant writing.

Further, we are developing an interactive mapping 
website so that people along the river can view the detailed 
maps. We can get more data into these maps if people send 
data about contaminated sites, land use sites, and water qual-
ity monitoring data into us via the website or e-mail. In order 
for villages to participate in this program, we will work with 
the tribal environmental technicians to let them know how to 
view the maps, collect data and send it in to us.  

Water quality monitoring is another program that we 
will be using the same approach. We want to start training 
villages to do water quality testing, record data and send the 
information to our offi ce. In the next newsletter we will pub-
lish more information about our water quality program and 
how you can become a part of this program. Please contact 
La’ona DeWilde at (907) 456-1658 if you want more infor-
mation on our mapping efforts and if you want to participate. 
You can fi nd more information on these programs at www.
yritwc.com. 

Clyde Peter and Mike 
Andon collect points 
in Galena.  Photo by 
Matt Hage.

Contaminants Mapping 
in the Yukon River Watershed

by La’ona DeWilde, Solid Waste & Mapping Coordinator
Funding Opportunities

The American Indian Education Foundation
Freshman Scholarship available to graduating high school 
seniors; $3,000 to be awarded for the fi rst school year only. 
Undergraduate Scholarship available to students who are 
entering, continuing or returning to school and are not 
high school seniors; $1,500 awarded for the school year. 
For more information: American Indian Education Foun-
dation  10029 SW Nimbus Ave, Suite 200 Portland, OR 
97008 Phone: (866) 866-8642  Fax: (503)-641-0495 Email: 
scholarships@nrcl.org
www.aiefprograms.org

Youth Opportunities

+ Solar Energy International (educational organization with 
hands-on classes): www.solarenergy.org
+ National Renewable Energy Laboratory (lots of basic energy 
information and grant opportunities): www.nrel.gov
+ Home Power Magazine (excellent source for powering cabins 
and fi shcamps): www.homepower.com
+ US Department of Agriculture (current funding opportunity 
within the national Farm Bill for renewable energy projects): 
www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill/2005NOFA/nofa05navigate.
htm
+ Denali Commission - Solid Waste Management Projects: www.
denali.gov.  Contact Cindy Roberts at (907) 271-3018.  Due May 13, 
2005
+ EPA - “Tribal Communty: Reducing Toxic Air Pollutants”: www.
epa.gov/air/grants/05-07.pdf.  Application is due early May.
+ EPA’s Targeted Watershed Grants: http://www.epa.gov/owow/water-
shed/initiative/.  Contact EPA Bevin Reid at 206 553-1566. Due May 
19, 2005.
+ EPA’s Community Action for a Renewed Environment (CARE) 
Grants Due! These are grants for reducing toxic risks. 
www.epa.gov/CARE. Contact EPA CARE Program at: 
1-877-CARE 909. Due May 20, 2005.
+ Beaches Environmental Assessment and Coastal Health Funding 
Eligible tribes should notify EPA of their interest in applying for this 
funding on or before June 27, 2005. Contact Rob Pedersen
EPA, Seattle (206) 553-1646 pedersen.rob@epa.gov.

Resources
+ US EPA Region 10: www.epa.gov/r10/earth
+ EPA Tribal Trust & Assistance: http://yosemite.epa/
gov.r10/tribal.NSF
+ Alaska Dept of Environmental Conservation: www.
state.ak.us/dec/index.htm
+ Tribal Unit as a draft resource guide: www.epa.gov/
indian/pdfs/gap2000.pdf
+ State of Alaska Fish Monitoring Program: www.state.
ak.us/dec/eh/vet/fi sh.htm
+ Water Stewards Network: www.waterstewards.org
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their efforts to swap the land and instead focus their 
energies on the building up of the Doyon Foundation.” 
The shareholders spoke with a resounding voice in 
support of the Advisory vote; Doyon CEO Orie Wil-
liams acknowledged the “Advisory vote” from the fl oor, 
which clearly was an expression of opposition to the 
land transfer from the shareholders. One main concern 
that was expressed by the shareholders was the potential 
sale of Native Allotments to USFWS. During the public 
comment period a shareholder asked all the shareholders 
present to “raise their hands if they wished to see Fish 
and Wildlife purchase their native allotments.” Not one 
hand was extended into the air, and it was stated, “Doy-
on shareholders have spoken”.

Solar, Wind and Hydro Projects: The communi-
ties of Arctic Village, Venetie, Tanana, and Eagle have 
forged new ground with important pilot projects. Arctic 
Village and Venetie are using solar power to provide 
electricity to both communities’ washeterias and meet 
almost 5% of the entire villages’ energy demand with 
renewable energy, including heat recovery from diesel 
generators in Venetie. Tanana Tribal Council success-
fully put up a demonstration windmill to determine the 
feasibility of wind power in their community, but has 
determined that other sources of power such as solar and 
possibly geothermal will better meet their needs. The 
community of Eagle has been investigating a hydroelec-
tric system while many lower River and coastal com-
munities have expressed an interest in harnessing the 
abundant wind resources that are available to them.

High prices of heating and cooking fuel, electricity 
and fuel for cars, boats, and snowmobiles are causing 
a great deal of hardship in the Yukon River Watershed.  
While there are no easy solutions it is important to criti-
cally evaluate each energy source that is being proposed 
and don’t forget the long-term issues that are not so 
easily measured in dollars and cents. The YRITWC 
looks forward to being a continued resource to commu-
nities assessing energy proposals within the Yukon River 
watershed.

YRITWC 5th Bi-Annual Summit
Dawson City, Yukon Territory

August 9-11, 2005

Hosted by the Tr’ondek Hwech’in First Nation
Yukon Territory, Canada
****REMEMBER****

1. Select your participants soon!
2. Clear travel with your EPA Tribal 
Coordinator for international travel

3. Bring your passport (or) 
government I.D. and birth certifi cate

4. Plan to bring your tent and sleeping bag
For More Information Contact

Bonnie Harpe, Yukon Region Director
 867-393-2199

yritwc@northwestel.net
LaVern Huntington

907-451-2530

Thank You to Our Donors!
Patagonia Foundation

Oak Foundation
US EPA

Goldman Fund
Mead Foundation

Alaska Conservation Alliance
Bancker-Williams Foundation

Sweetgrass Foundation
Environment Canada

Indian Northern Affairs Canada
Northern Ecosystem Initiative

Honor the Earth
Walter Duncan and Gordon Foundation

Seventh Generation Fund
Bureau of Land Management

Ridolfi  Inc.

A Special Thank You
Lannan Foundation 

for supporting the YRITWC mapping program!

Looking for EE Resources?
Check out Alaska Natural Resource 

and Outdoor Education Association’s 
(ANROE) new website.

http://www.anroe.org

(Alaska Director continued from page 3)



Mission Statement: (Established in 1997)
We, the Indigenous Tribes/First Nations from the headwaters to the mouth of the Yukon River, 
having been placed here by our Creator, do hereby agree to initiate and continue the clean up 

and preservation of the Yukon River for the protection of our own and future generations of our 
Tribes/First Nations and for the continuation of our traditional Native way of life.

YRITWC Staff Directory
Bonnie Harpe, Yukon Region Director 
(867) 393-2199 yritwc@northwestel.net
Rob Rosenfeld, Alaska Region Director 
(907) 451-2530  yritwc@alaskalife.net
La’ona DeWilde, Solid and Mapping Coordinator 
(907) 456-1658 ldewilde@yritwc.com
LaVern Huntington, Administrative & Finance Director 
(907) 451-2530 lhuntington@yritwc.com
Irene Winzer, Bookkeeper &Adminstrative support 
(867) 393-2199
Darcie Warden, Education & Communications Coordinator
(907) 451-2531 dwarden@yritwc.com
Aurora Fernandez, Fundraising Intern 
(907) 451-1658 afernandez@yritwc.com
Joy Shockley, Solid Waste & Monitoring Assistant
(907) 451-2530 jshockley@yritwc.com
Jon Waterhouse, Solid Waste Coordinator
(907) 258-3337 jwaterhouse@yritwc.com
Brian Hirsch, Ph.D

(907) 235-6842 hirsch@earthsys.org

YRITWC Guiding Principles
(we will strive to.....)Be Good Listeners, Be Honest, Be Consensual, Be Trustworthy, Be Respectful, Be Time-
ly, Be Unifying, Be Flexible, Be Non-judgemental, Be Fair and Equal, Have Integrity, Share Wsidom, Be 

Tenacious, Be Inclusive, Be Bold, Be Patient.

Check out the updated
YRITWC website at

www.yritwc.org

Alaska Region Offi ce
136 Dunkel St., #2
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-4859  USA
Phone: (907) 451-2530
Fax: (907) 451-2534
E-mail: yritwc@alaskalife.net

Yukon Region Offi ce
Box 31213
Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada
YIA 5P7
Phone: (867) 393-2199
Fax: (867) 393-2198
E-mail: yritwc@northwestel.net

Anchorage Offi ce
725 Christenson Dr., Suite 1A
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Phone: (907) 258-3337
Fax: (907) 25-3339
E-mail: jwaterhouse@yritwc.com

Printed in recycled paper


