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NCAI President Recognizes YRITWC 
in State of Indian Nations Address
National Congress of American Indians 
(NCAI) President Joe Garcia pointed to the 
successes of the Yukon River Inter-Tribal 
Watershed Council (YRITWC) during his 
delivery of the 5th Annual State of Indian 
Nations Address. Speaking to a standing-
room audience at the National Press Club on 
January 25, 2007, Garcia set forth a list of 
priorities in Congress drawn from NCAI’s 
250 member tribes. The list was familiar from 
last year’s speech – public safety, health, 
economic development and education but with 
two new priority areas – strengthening  tribal 
governments and natural resources.       

For most tribes, environmental issues 
are never off the table, but Garcia’s remarks 
made it clear that the time has come for them 
to “be an example to the global community 
that showing respect and taking care of 
the environment is something that can no 

NCAI President Joe Garcia Delivers 5th Annual State of Indian Nations Address.

longer be overlooked.’’ He added, “Our 
traditions teach us that we must respect 
Mother Earth – to be protective and 
resourceful with what she has to offer. 
... Tribes recognize the importance 
of balancing natural resource and 
economic development with sustainable 
conservation principles and they have 
been at the forefront of many successful 
conservation initiatives.’’

As an example, Garcia gave special 
mention of the YRITWC saying, “In 
Alaska, tribal leaders formed the Yukon 
River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council 
to protect the environment and integrity 
of the Yukon River Watershed and the 
cultures and tribes that depend upon it. 
Our brothers and sisters from the North 
are using this council to serve as a model 



I recently returned from a visit to 
Pilot Station for the annual meeting of 
the Yukon River Drainage Fisheries 
Association (YRDFA). Pilot Station is 
a community rich in culture and local 
foods. Never have I seen so many 
traditional dancers and drummers in 
one place at the same time—proudly 
and humbly sharing their joyous 
dance with visitors from throughout 
the Yukon River watershed. It was 
wonderful to see the community 
come together to enjoy an evening of 
celebration with the many visitors. 
Participants were especially touched 
by the youth involvement in this 
ancient tradition of dance and sharing. 
Benedict Jones, Traditional Chief of 
Koyukuk, and Lester Erhart of Tanana 
also generously shared their songs and 
music.

More than 25 villages were 
represented at the annual meeting of 
YRDFA. The YRITWC was invited 
to address existing and potential 
future contaminant issues. During the 
meeting, the YRDFA Board passed a 
resolution to promote the establishment 
of a Renewable Energy Research 
Fund in the State of Alaska. The 
resolution also states clear opposition 
to any experimentation with, storage 
or transport of radioactive materials 
in the Yukon River watershed.  The 
YRDFA Board, which is composed of 
commercial and subsistence fishermen, 
also voted by consensus to oppose the 
proposed nuclear reactor in Galena. 
Opposition to this proposed project 
is informed by the tragic history of 
sodium-cooled reactors and the lack 
of storage and disposal solutions for 
radioactive materials.

Over the past ten years, I have 
visited more than 30 villages within 
the Yukon River watershed and 
have always been met with smiling 
children and strong communities. 
Notwithstanding difficult challenges, 
communities are accomplishing 

the mission of a clean and healthy 
watershed with record speed. Sewage 
systems and landfills have improved. 
Contaminanted sites have been 
identified and documented. Millions 
of pounds of lead acid batteries 
and other hazardous materials have 
been backhauled and recycled. This 
tremendous work of Tribes and First 
Nations in the Yukon River watershed 
was spot lighted during the 2006 and 
2007 Super Bowl half-time shows, 
the 5th Annual State of Indian Nations 
Address by Joe Garcia, and the Harvard 
Project on American Indian Economic 
Development.

The YRITWC staff and Executive 

Committee have also been busy 
sharing our experiences around the 
world. In Greenland, Jon Waterhouse 
shared information about YRITWC 
programs with leaders from numerous 
Arctic and European countries. In 
British Columbia, Clarence Alexander, 
Harold Gatensby and Jon Waterhouse 
shared the story of how the YRITWC 
was organized with 88 Coast Salish 
Nations. Most recently, the YRITWC 
staff presented at over 14 sessions 
during the 2007 Alaska Forum on 
the Environment. Together, we are 
expanding the sharing traditions of 
the Yukon River with our friends and 
neighbors around the world.
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A Rich Tradition of Sharing 
By alaska regIon DIrector roB rosenfelD

of self-determination and governance 
in deciding how to use and preserve 
this [fourth] largest and most intact 
ecosystem...” 

The State of Indian Nations 
Address came two days after the 
State of the Union Address, in which 
President Bush called for alternative 
fuel use to reduce national gasoline 
consumption. 

Commenting on the issue Garcia 
said, “Tribes can be great players in 
this initiative.” He continued, “Indian 
nations across the country have a 
vast renewable energy potential, and 
many of them are leading the way in 
developing wind, solar, biomass and 
geothermal energy sources.’’ 

As examples, Garcia cited 
the Morongo Band of Mission 
Indians and the Confederated 
Tribes of Warm Springs. A 
power generating station at 
Morongo, “enabled the tribe, 
including all of their recreation 
and entertainment facilities, to 
go completely off the grid and 
operate independently from 
the local utility that serves the 
area.’’ In the case of Warm 

  NCAI Address, continued

The above text is an excerpt writen by 
Jerry Reynolds for Indian Country Today. 
Edited by YRITWC.

Springs, the planned construction of 
a biomass energy plant is expected to 
generate “enough energy to provide 
over 15,000 homes with continuous 
renewable electricity.’’ 

In closing out the natural resource 
section of his speech, Garcia called 
on Congress for a Production Tax 
Incentive that will make similar 
projects economically feasible for 
more tribes. “Tribes are a natural 
player in this process. We are the 
original stewards of the environment 
and our natural resources.’’ 
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Clarence Alexander, Jon Waterhouse, Debra Lekanof of the Yakutat T’lingit Tribe, 
and Harold Gatensby Standing Beside a Map of Coast Salish Nations.

In January, YRITWC leaders made 
the journey to Vancouver Island 
to participate in a gathering of 
Coast Salish nations. The gathering 
represented a renewal of ancient 
relationships as well as an opportunity 
for Coast Salish leaders from both 
sides of the international border to 
address common concerns about the 
environment. 

  Among the topics discussed were 
“dead zones” along the coast and the 
effects of environmental and cultural 
pollution. Terry Williams, director of 
natural resources for the Tulalip Tribe, 
addressed the audience by saying, “The 
Salish Sea population is predicted to 
double in the next 25 years. Climate 
change is happening five times faster 
than first thought. Change is coming 
fast.” He added that now is the time 
for governments to engage the Coast 
Salish people to find solutions. “We’re 
good planners. We’ve been planning for 
10,000 years”, Williams stated.

YRITWC co-founders and 
Executive Committee Members, 
Clarence Alexander and Harold 

Gatensby were “two visitors from the 
North” who brought special messages 
to the gathering. Clarence shared about 
the work of the peoples living along the 
2,300-mile Yukon River saying, “We 
have a mission. Our land is precious 
because it is our whole way of life.” 
Harold further reinforced this point by 
stating, “We have an important message 
to deliver to humanity. We’ve gotten so 
much from the earth. Now it is time to 
give back.”

Harold Gatensby, YRITWC; Tim Hamlin, 
EPA Manager Tribal Trust and Assistance, 
Office of Ecosystems, Tribal and Public 
Affairs; Jon Waterhouse and Clarence 
Alexander, YRITWC.

Inter-Tribal Accord 
Signatories
Alakanuk Traditional Council
Alatna Village Council
Algaaciq Tribal Government
Allakaket Traditional Council
Anvik Tribal Council
Arctic Village Council
Asa’carsarmiut Tribal Council
Beaver Tribal Council
Birch Creek Tribal Council
Canyon Village Council
Carcross/Tagish First Nation
Chalkyitsik Village Council
Chevak Native Village
Chuloonawick Native Village
Circle Village Council
Eagle Traditional Council
Emmonak Traditional Council
Evansville Tribal Council
Grayling IRA Council
Gwichyaa Zhee Gwich’in Tribal Government
Hamilton Tribal Council
Holy Cross Traditional Council
Hooper Bay Native Village
Hughes Village Council
Huslia Tribal Council
Iqurmiut Tribal Council
Kaltag Tribal Council
Kluane First Nation
Kotlik Traditional Council
Koyukuk Tribal Council
Kwanlin Dun First Nation
Liard First Nation
Little Salmon/Carmacks First Nation
Louden Tribal Council
Marshall Traditional Council
Mentasta Village Council
Na-cho Nyak Dun First Nation
Native Village of Bill Moore’s Slough
Native Village of Minto
Native Village of Shaktoolik
Native Village of St. Michael
Native Village of Tanacross
Native Village of Venetie Tribal Government
Nenana Native Council
Nulato Tribal Council
Ohogamiut Traditional Council
Paimiut Traditional Council
Pilot Station Tribal Council
Pitka’s Point Traditional Council
Ruby Tribal Council
Scammon Bay Traditional Council
Selkirk First Nation
Shageluk IRA Council
Stebbins Community Association
Stevens Village
Ta’an Kwach’an First Nation
Taku River Tlingit First Nation
Tanana Tribal Council
Teslin Tlingit First Nation
Tr’on Dek Hwech’in First Nation
Venetie Village Council
Vuntut Gwichin First Nation
White River First Nation
Yupiit of Andreafski

YRITWC Leaders Speak at 
Coast Salish Gathering

The above text is an excerpt written by 
Mark Kiemele and edited by YRITWC.



Looking Back at
YRITWC Summits:

•  1997 1st Summit 
   Galena, Alaska

•  1999 2nd Summit
    Mountain Village, Alaska

•  2001 3rd Summit
   Teslin, Yukon Territory

•  2003 4th Summit 
   Fort Yukon, Alaska

•  2005 5th Summit 
   Moosehide, Yukon    
   Territory

St. Mary’s, Alaska

PAGE 4 CurreNts

Spring is finally here which means 
the YRITWC’s 10 year anniversary 
Summit is fast approaching. This 
biennial Summit will be held August 
9-13, 2007 in the beautiful community 
of St. Mary’s, Alaska. 

We have much to celebrate given 
the ongoing Tribal stewardship and 
the many great successes we have 
experienced over the past decade. This 
Summit will include several excellent 
training opportunities including a water 
quality training, a global warming 
workshop and a renewable energy 
demonstration. We are also currently 
looking for motivated young people 
to serve on the newly forming, Yukon 
Watershed Indigenous Youth Council.

The YRITWC is pleased to 
announce two notable keynote speakers 
for this event, Billy Frank, Jr. and 
Chief Oren Lyons. Billy Frank, Jr. 
is an inspirational speaker who is a 
member of the Nisqually Indian Tribe. 
Mr. Frank has served as Chairman 
of the Northwest Fisheries Indian 
Fisheries Commission since 1981. He 
is considered a visionary for his work 
in the areas of fisheries conservation 
and indigenous rights. Mr. Frank is 
widely recognized for his leadership in 
the struggles that led up to the historic 
1974 Boldt Decision, a federal court 
ruling which reaffirmed the treaty 

fishing rights of nineteen Western 
Washington treaty tribes. 

Chief Oren Lyons is a traditional 
Faithkeeper from the Turtle Clan 
in western New York. A longtime 
commercial artist and advocate for 
American Indian causes, Chief Lyons 
has spoken internationally about the 
environment, natural law, spirituality 
and human rights. He is a Professor of 
American Studies at State University of 
New York at Buffalo and is Chairman 
of the Honoring Nations Advisory 
Board through Harvard University. 

Chief Oren Lyons and Billy Frank, 
Jr. have both won many awards 
for their roles in Native American 
leadership and environmental advocacy. 
With such motivating speakers, 
empowering activities and eager 
participants the 10 year anniversary 
Summit is sure to be an inspiring 
event. For more information 
please visit our website or 
contact the Summit 
Coordinator, 
Shawna Trumblee 
at strumblee@
yritwc.com or 907-
258-3337.

Look forward to 
seeing you there! 

Celebrating 10 Years of Tribal 
Stewardship

By shaWna truMBlee

Join us in St. Mary’s, Alaska 
August 9-13, 2007

 to Celebrate YRITWC’s 10 
Year Anniversary BIENNIAL 

SUMMIT!



YRITWC Center Stage at Environmental 
Conference
The YRITWC took center stage 
at this year’s Alaska Forum on the 
Environment (AFE) held February 12-
16, 2007 in Anchorage. On the morning 
of the second day, AFE attendees 
watched the story of the Yukon River 
Inter-Tribal Accord being told through 
film.

Yukon Circles, a 30-minute film 
documenting the historic agreement 
by Tribes and First Nations to protect 
the Yukon River, premiered before a 
statewide audience of environmental 
professionals from government 
agencies, non-profit and for-profit 
businesses, tribes, community leaders, 
youth, conservationists, biologists 
and more. The short film was also 
accompanied by a commercial that 
the YRITWC produced which aired in 

Clarence Alexander, YRITWC, Delivering 
Keynote Address at the 2007 Alaska Forum 
on the Environment.

Alaska during the Super Bowl half-time 
show. 

The powerful images set the stage 
for YRITWC co-founder and Executive 
Committee Member, Clarence 
Alexander, to deliver an inspiring 
keynote address. Clarence was chosen 
as one of six keynote speakers which 
also included M. Scott Momaday. A 
Kiowa poet, playwright, artist, essayist 
and novelist, Momaday was the first 
Native American to be awarded the 
Pulitzer Prize. 

Clarence’s address focused around 
a number of themes including water 
quality and youth involvement in 
environmental issues. In appreciation, 
AFE presented Clarence with a birch 
bark basket from Ambler, Alaska. 

Way to go Clarence!

Looking Back at
YRITWC Summits:

 By charlene stern

 yukon rIVer Inter-trIBal WatersheD councIl PAGE 5

Water Quality Monitoring Program: Building 
on Success

By Bryan Maracle

It has been an exciting transition for 
me into the position of coordinator for 
the YRITWC Water Quality Monitoring 
Program. It is a pleasure to be working 
with such an excellent staff in a 
dynamic environment.

We have been working hard to make 
the water quality data available to all 
interested parties. I am glad to report 
that the data can now be viewed on our 
web site at, www.yritwc.com/programs/
waterqualitymap.htm. We welcome 
any feedback you may have. Our goal 
is to make the online database as ‘user 
friendly’ as possible. 

In addition to getting the data posted 
on the web, we will be holding a water 
quality monitoring training March 
28-30, 2007, in Fairbanks. We are glad 
to have Paul Schuster, with the U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS), returning 
to help the YRITWC staff with the 
training. The USGS has become 

an integral partner in Yukon River 
watershed monitoring efforts, which 
is supported by the Administration 
for Native Americans with technical 
assistance and lab analysis provided by 
USGS. 

At the March training, we will 
address issues that technicians 
experienced last season, reinforce 
procedures, train new technicians for 
the upcoming year and conduct an 
under-ice sample. If you would like 
more information for this training 
please call 907-451-2530 or email 
bmaracle@yritwc.com.  

It is an exciting time! We are 
continuing to break new ground. Our 
program monitors the 4th largest 
drainage basin in North America 
(twice the size of California). Quite 
possibly, we may be the only volunteer 
organization that has monitored a 

basin of this size in the entire world! 
Through the tireless efforts of village 
technicians, USGS labs and the 
YRITWC staff, we have been able to 
meet the challenges of monitoring such 
a large watershed and have successfully 
extended a 5-year USGS database to a 
6-year USGS-YRITWC database. We 
intend to make this a 7-year database 
by building upon these efforts with the 
upcoming season. It is important to 
have as many years of data as possible 
to establish baseline conditions to 
determine impacts and causes of future 
water quality changes.

The YRITWC thanks all the people 
and organizations that have made this 
program successful. Without dedicated 
people we would not be where we are 
today! Let’s keep up the good work and 
we look forward to seeing you at our 
upcoming training!



George Wright Society Conference
April 16-20, 2007 in St. Paul, Minnesota!

The George Wright Society conference, for managers and 
researchers of protected lands, will have one plenary on Native 
People and Protected Lands, and a second featuring Charles 
Mann, author of 1491: New Revelations of the Americas 
Before Columbus. There will also be concurrent sessions on 
topics including consultation, gathering and policy, cultural 
landscapes, tribal parks, treaty rights, building collaboration 
and understanding, and several site-specific themes. For more 
information call 906-487-9722.

New Web 
Site from 
Smithsonian 
National Museum 
of Natural 
History
The Smithsonian National 
Museum of Natural History 
announces a new Web site 
entitled, Arctic: A Friend Acting 
Strangely. The Web site puts a 
human face on warming in the 
Arctic by exploring changes 
that have been observed and 
documented by scientists and 
polar residents alike.

For more information contact Siobhan 
Starrs at starrss@si.edu or see http://
forces.si.edu/arctic.

Antioch University’s 
Center for Native 

Education is online at:

http://www.antiochsea.edu/
about/cne/index.htmlYRITWC Brownfields Workshop 2007

April 24-26, 2007:
•  Learn to map sites using a GPS

•  Network with Brownfields programs within Alaska

•  Learn the process of assessing and cleaning up 

   contaminated sites in your community 

River Network’s Eighth Annual 
National River Rally 2007

Dolce Skamania Lodge
Stevenson, Washinton

8th Annual National River 
Rally:

May 18-22, 2007

2006 YRITWC 
Water Quality Results are 

on the web!  

To view site results go to:
http://www.yritwc.com/programs/

waterQuality.htm

PAGE 6 CurreNts

Announcements

Save the Date! 
Brownfields 2008 will 
be held May 5-7, 2008 in 
Detroit, Michigan



Welcome New 
YRITWC 
Staff!
Miriah Killam

Environmental 
Education 
Coordinator

Miriah Killam is Inupiaq, Iranian 
and Caucasian. Her grandmother, 
Lydia Bourdon, was born and raised 
in Nome and her mother, Peggy 
Heald, in Anchorage. Her father, 
Hormoz Killam, is originally from 
Iran and resides in southwestern 
Oregon. Miriah grew up in Oregon 
but has spent extensive time in 
Alaska between visiting family, 
attending the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks through the National 
Student Exchange Program, and 
working for the Central Council of 
Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes. 
Miriah graduated with honors from 
Humboldt State University. She holds 
a Bachelor of Environmental Science 
with an emphasis in First Nations 
Environmental Protection. Miriah has 
worked with the Penobscot Indian 
Nation and Confederated Tribes of 
the Umatilla Indian Reservation and 
is thrilled to be working with the 
YRITWC. 

nATionAl CongRess of AmeRiCAn indiAns 
Coming To AlAskA

June 10-13, 2007

nCAi 2007 mid-YeAR ConfeRenCe And TRAdeshow

The nATionAl CongRess of AmeRiCAn indiAns (nCAi) will be 
holding TheiR 2007 mid-YeAR ConfeRenCe And TRAdeshow in 
AnChoRAge, AlAskA. foR moRe infoRmATion on The evenT, CAll 
202-466-7767 oR see www.nCAi.oRg.
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the YrItWC, in collaboration with the Foraker Group, is sponsoring two 
upcoming workshops. reserve your spot and request a registration form 
today by contacting Lamia at 907-258-2337 or Gena at 907-451-2552.
Come join us for these exciting workshops!

March 27-29: Project Design and Grant Writing, 
Management and Reporting
Are you ready to write a grant? Project planning and design is critical to the 
success of grant applications and project management. This class covers all 
aspects of grantsmanship including: 

•  how to develop organizational readiness and well-planned programs
•  how to write grants and common grant elements and formats
•  key components of grant management

Upon completion of this class, participants will be able to develop workable 
project plans, submit competitive applications as well as implement and manage 
grants.

April 25-27: Board Roles and Responsibilities
How much should your board members be involved in the organization? What is 
too much or too little involvement? This class covers important aspects of board 
membership including: 

•   how your organization fits in the larger context of Alaska nonprofits
•   how boards differ in their configuration and function
•   key differences between board and staff roles and responsibilities

Upon completion of this class, participants will better understand the role of a 
board in helping an organization to accomplish its mission.

Circuit Rider Workshops!

YRITWC Guiding Principles
We will strive to:
Be Good Listeners  

Be Honest • Be Consensual 
Be Trustworthy • Be Respectful

Be Timely • Be Unifying
Be Flexible • Be Tenacious

Be Non-judgemental 
Be Fair and Equal 

Have Integrity • Share Wisdom    
Be Inclusive • Be Bold

Be Patient



continued on next page

Amy L. Besaw, Director of the Honoring Nations 
Program at the Harvard Project on American 
Indian Economic Development, and Peter Captain, 
YRITWC Co-founder and Executive Committee 
Member

YRITWC Co-Founder Peter 
Captain Accepts Honoring 
Nations Honoree Award in 2005
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Honoring Nations is a national 
awards program that highlights 
tribal government programs and 
initiatives that are especially effective 
in addressing critical concerns and 
challenges facing the more than 560 
Indian nations and their citizens. the 
program was first launched in 1998 
by the Harvard Project on American 
Indian economic Development 
at Harvard’s Kennedy school of 
Government. In 2005, the YrItWC was 
named a Honoring Nations Honoree for 
its work with Indigenous governments 
in Alaska and Canada. the following is 
an abstrat which was recently written 
for the Ash Institute for Democratic 
Governance and Innovation. 

The Yukon River Inter-Tribal 
Watershed Council stands as a 
collective initiative of 64 rural, 
indigenous communities across Alaska 
and the Yukon Territory with a mission 
to monitor, advocate, and advise in 

2005 Honoring Nations Honoree: YRITWC
order to improve the well-being of 
the watershed and the people who 
live within it. The Council has set 
preservation priorities, increased its 
own capacity to measure water quality, 
and successfully advocated to remedy 
and prevent further environmental 
degradation of the Yukon River 
watershed. 

While at least eleven federal, 
state, and/or provincial agencies have 
some regulatory responsibility for 
managing the River and its watershed, 
no advocacy group existed that was 
singularly dedicated to the well-being 
of this watershed. Recognizing the 
need to preserve the River for the 
health of their communities, tribal 
nations, leaders and citizens along the 
River initiated the Yukon River Inter-
Tribal Watershed Council (YRITWC 
or “Council”). The YRITWC is the 
first organization solely dedicated 
to the responsible management, 

use, protection, and 
enhancement of this 
resource. It serves as the 
vehicle that raises the 
Native communities’ 
collective voice and 
asserts their right to direct 
decision-making related 
to the preservation and 
management of the River 
and watershed. 

Founded in 1997, the 
Council is a treaty-based 
organization of indigenous 
governments coming 
together to give voice, 
power, and ultimately 
governing authority to 
constituent members 
on issues impacting the 
environmental quality of 
the River and its watershed 
through the Yukon River 
Watershed Inter-Tribal 
Accord. The Accord 
defines the purpose of the 
YRITWC, provides for 

the rights and responsibilities of the 
Board of Directors, and establishes 
the Council. As a multi-government 
advisory, advocacy, and monitoring 
group, the YRITWC has a two-fold 
mission: to protect the environmental 
integrity of the River’s watershed 
and to preserve the cultural vitality 
of the indigenous communities that 
are dependent upon and part of the 
watershed. The Council is working to 
sustain the well-being of both the River 
and the people who rely on it for their 
livelihood so that tribal citizens will 
once again “be able to drink directly 
from the Yukon River ,” —a stated goal 
of key elders and chiefs involved in the 
original formation of the YRITWC. 

Through the Council, member 
villages, and nations have asserted 
their sovereignty in making decisions 
about the use and preservation of the 
River. The accomplishments of the 
Council are astounding and ever-
expanding. This effort is as a model of 
self-determination, governance, and 
collaboration, specifically because 
of achievements in three areas: 
the initiation of the YRITWC; the 
development of a complex and high 
quality operational system; and the 
impact and reach of the Council on 
the health of Native peoples along the 
Yukon River and beyond.

By combining strategies of direct 
action with advocacy, affiliated 
villages and First Nations – through 
the Council — extend their impact 
across communities, and over time, to 
ensure the continued preservation and 
sustenance of the environmental health 
of the Yukon River watershed and the 
people who depend on it. Indeed, the 
impact is now reaching beyond the 
Yukon River and YRITWC member 
organizations. Tribes and Native 
villages along the Kuskokwim River 
have begun conversations about a 
similar collaboration. 
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Not only is the Council 
characterized by its authentic, 
consistent, and visionary leadership, 
but relationship building with 
various entities mark another victory. 
Established relationships include: 
the State of Alaska; the International 
Joint Commission (governing the 
boundary waters of the U. S. and 
Canada); the Environmental Protection 
Agency; Village and Regional 
Corporations; the Yukon Territory 
Provincial Government; and watershed 
municipalities. The Council maintains 
external effectiveness in part, because 
of the authenticity of its internal 
relations. Its operational procedures are 
grounded in traditions common to the 
membership. A previous attempt to use 
Western-style committees failed. The 
organization succeeds now because 
its guiding principles are culturally 
appropriate and explicitly based on the 
desired traits of an elder—modeling 
inclusiveness, listening, patience, 

2007 Solid Waste Backhaul Season!

Refrigerators

Heavy Equipment

Junk Vehicles

Lead Acid Batteries

Let’s Have a Successful 
2007 Backhaul Season! 
Get your backhaul inventories 
completed and sent to us by:

March 30, 2007
With your help, we can backhaul more 

this year!

If you have any questions, please call 
258-3337 or email:

Anna Pratt - apratt@yritwc.com
Jon Waterhouse - jwaterhouse@yritwc.com

Stephen Price - sprice@yritwc.com

continued from previous page

knowledge, wisdom, and tenacity in all 
activities. These traditional norms and 
procedures help maintain the Council’s 
relevance to, and re-affirm its authority 
with, the citizens it serves. 

YRITWC Lessons:
•  Diverse and geographically 

disparate Native communities can 
effectively take action on important 
issues if there are clearly defined, 
culturally-relevant, and meaningful 
goals to unify them. 

•  Since ecosystems are interrelated, 
it is important for Native nations to 
work beyond their political boundaries 
in environmental preservation, 
land management, and community 
sustainability to reach their goals. 

•  Advocacy and action, founded 
on Native systems of organization and 
decision-making, can be powerful and 
complementary strategies for exercising 
sovereignty as tribal governments work 
to leverage resources and affect positive 
change. 

For more information on Honoring Nations 
visit, www.ksg.harvard.edu/hpaied/hn_main.
htm.
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since 1990, the students and community 
members of shageluk, Alaska, have 
kept their village free of discarded pop 
cans. through their efforts, they have 
succeeded in recycling over 1 ton of 
pop cans! to showcase this community 
initiatve, we interviewed Joyanne 
Hamilton, a resident and teacher in 
shageluk. 

Q. What is the history of the recycling 
program in Shageluk? 
Shageluk first began recycling in 1990 
through the Flying Cans program 
operated by The Outpost, a privately 
owned store. Northern Air Cargo would 
backhaul cans for free, and the money 
raised was matched by the store as a 
donation for kids at the school to have 
notebooks, binders, and other supplies. 
In 1995, the school took over the 
program.
Q. Who gets involved in recycling?
Families now have a recycling 
container at home, and all businesses 

Shageluk Students Recycle 
Over 1 TON of Pop Cans 

“Hats Off” to Shageluk Middle School students! Their 
recycling were not without reward--students proudly 
wear Native Pride hats with money earned.

As the YRITWC Brownfields 
Program gears up for another summer 
of inventorying brownfield sites in 
the Watershed, we have been actively 
seeking out opportunities to broaden 
our brownfields knowledgebase. In 
January, the YRITWC traveled to 
Seattle to participate in a meeting 
of brownfields grantees from EPA 
Region 10. The purpose? For states and 
tribes receiving brownfields grants to 
exchange information on their specific 
programs.

The two-day meeting had a great 
showing of tribes including the: 
Anvik Tribal Council, Leisnoi Village 
Council, Native Council of Port 
Heiden, Native Village of Tununuk, 
Nez Perce Tribe, Shoshone-Bannock 
Tribes, Confederated Tribes of the 
Colville Reservation and Jamestown 

Broadening our Brownfields Knowledgebase
By charlene stern 

S’Klallam Tribe. Meeting tribes doing 
similar work on contaminated sites in 
their jurisdictions, our staff heard first 
hand how others are using brownfield 
resources to build capacity in the 
areas of GIS mapping, environmental 
remediation and more. The collective 
exchange of ideas and the partnerships 
formed at the Seattle meeting will 
benefit the YRITWC as we enhance our 
Brownfields Program.

In related news, we are pleased to 
announce the successful completion 
of Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessments for the Nenana 
Subsistence Area River Dump and the 
Alakanuk BIA Dumpsite, South Bank. 
Copies of the full reports are available 
in our documents library at the 
Fairbanks office and report summaries 
will soon be posted on the Web site. We 

would like to thank all of those who 
helped support these projects, and we 
look forward to continued progress on 
these sites as well as others.

The YRITWC Brownfields Program 
will be hosting a Brownfields Workshop 
in Fairbanks, April 24-26, 2007. The 
workshop will provide an opportunity 
for tribes within the Watershed to 
learn more about identifying, mapping 
and documenting brownfield sites 
in their communities. Participants 
will meet professionals working on 
brownfield projects throughout Alaska 
and discover how other communities 
are using brownfields resources to 
cleanup and reuse contaminated sites. 
For more information on the workshop, 
please contact Charlene Stern or Sonta 
Hamilton at 907-451-2530. We hope to 
see you there!

do. Once every two weeks, the 
kids bring their pop cans to school 
to stomp. Pizza parties are a treat 
for students after a weekend of 
stomping. Kids have been creative 
in ways to efficiently stomp cans, 
like taking a board and placing it over 
the cans. They also learn about how 
to care for the planet. This is a service 
learning project, and it’s how we give 
back to Shageluk.
Q. What is the best method for getting 
the community to recycle?
The kids did it. The kids encourage 
their families to recycle. Plus, Shageluk 
has always had a great “clean-up day” 
program.
Q. Are there other types of 
programs in Shageluk regarding the 
environment?
Yes, the ice study. Our high school 
students are gathering long term data 
for scientists that show climate change 
trends. That’s very important. Also, 

we’re involved in the GLOBE program 
that does the same thing by showing 
long term data. Kids get scientists 
ground level data that they can’t get 
from satellite images to show shifts in 
forest patterns, etc. We’ve also done 
intense dump studies over the years, 
talking about toxic substances left by 
people.
Q. How do the students benefit?
•  They learn to conciously think about                 
    what people throw out.
•  They learn about recycling and                 
    that raw materials are finite but can 
    be infinite through recycling.
•  They have fun. They eat pizza!
•  They see how their work helps the 
    entire community and environment.



Diagram of how geothermal energy can 
be used to produce electricity. 
(Photo used with permission from CHSR)
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A Renewable Energy Model in the Yukon 
River Watershed                        By BrIan hIrsch, Ph.D.

Energy prices and global temperatures 
continue to rise while the search for 
alternatives resembles a hungry hunter 
in early spring waiting for the birds 
and fish to arrive. In other words, 
many promising renewable energy 
technologies appear “just around the 
corner” but are not yet available.

There is one renewable energy 
technology however, that is not just 
on the drawing board but is actually 
producing kilowatt-hours and calories 
right now. It is geothermal energy, the 
most familiar form of which is hot 
springs. Geothermal, which literally 
means “earth heat”, is currently being 
used at the Chena Hot Springs Resort 
outside of Fairbanks, Alaska. 

I recently met Bernie Karl, the 
Proprietor of Chena Hot Springs 
Resort, at a presentation on energy 
during the 2007 Alaska Forum on the 
Environment. He is a strong, vocal 
supporter of using renewable energy 
for economic and community benefit. 
The Resort has partnered with United 
Technologies to use the earth heat 
at Chena to generate commerical 
electricity from the lowest temperature 
geothermal resource in the world. This 
means that it may be possible for others 
who are not located on a hot spring to 
generate electricity as well. Along with 
electricity, the Resort is using excess 
heat from the operation to support 
greenhouses which produce hundreds 
of heads of lettuce weekly and twenty 
pounds of tomatoes daily.

Electricity from a geothermal 
source is clean, quiet and relatively 
inexpensive. If managed properly, 

it is also constant and predictable. 
There are many other aspects to the 
Chena operation from hydrogen and 
biofuels (energy from vegetable oil) 
to water pumping and exploration of 
wind energy. This is a truly inspiring 
model that can likely be applied in 
many villages, especially given that 
the geothermal maps of Alaska and 
Canada show good resource potential 
throughout much of the Yukon River 
watershed. For a geothermal resource 
map of Alaska visit, www.aidea.
org/aea/Reports%20and%20Presentat
ions/EnergyAtlasFinal2006.pdf. This 
year we hope to arrange some tours of 
Chena Hot Springs Resort for Tribal 
members to see an operating renewable 
energy facility in the heart of the 
Watershed.  

On a related note, we are in 
the process of reapplying for an 
Administration for Native Americans 
Social and Economic Development 
Strategies grant to develop an Energy 
program within the YRITWC. We are 
asking any and all interested Tribes to 
consider passing a resolution in support 
of the project, which, if approved, will 
be a three year effort. The application 
is due in late March. If you have 
any questions or would like more 
information, please feel free to contact 
me directly at 907-235-6842.

Thank you for your past and 
ongoing support. We will keep you 
informed as this project unfolds.

Ripe tomatoes 
growing in the 
greenhouse at 
Chena Hot 
Springs Resort 
(CHSR).
(Photo used with 
permission from 
CHSR)



Please help us update 
our mailing list. If your 
mailing address has 
changed, contact Roslyn 
at rpetersen@yritwc.com
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