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YRITWC MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Indigenous Tribes/First Nations from the headwaters to the mouth of 
the Yukon River, having been placed here by our Creator, do hereby agree to 
initiate and continue the clean up and preservation of the Yukon River for the 
protection of our own and future generations of our Tribes/First Nations and 

for the continuation of our traditional Native way of life. 

“Everyone, each and every one of us does 
indeed make a difference in this world by 
what we do. Our thoughts, our words, and 
our actions.”

-Rachael Peltola

Rachael grew up in scammon bay and 
bethel, Alaska. Read about her experience 

representing the YRITWC on page 15.

We have a new Fairbanks Office Location!
The YRITWC Fairbanks office is now located 
at 323 second street, unit A.  stop by and see 

us when you’re in town!

Visit our new fairbanks office yet?

Intern with the YRITWC!
Applications welcome for a summer 2011 science intern in our Fairbanks office!  

This position will be sponsored by the Alaska Conservation Foundation.
Learn more on page 18 and at www.alaskaconservation.org!

Further positions may become available - keep an eye on our website!
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Welcome to the Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council’s  
2010 Annual Report!

With this new year comes a fresh concept 
in reporting to you, the People of the 
Watershed. After many years of incredible 
accomplishments, we here at YRITWC feel 
it is time to create an annual report version 
of our newsletter “Currents.” Our focus is to 
report on the last year while looking toward 
the future.

Our dedicated staff, along with community 
members and IGAP Coordinators, work 
hard and have devoted many hours of their 
time to reaching the successes of 2010. 
Whether it’s taking water quality samples,  
installing energy projects, improving 
financial management, expanding backhaul 
and Hazardous Waste removal, doubling 
brownfields assessments or creating new 
training and educational opportunities, they 
have achieved results unparalleled in this 
work and you can be very proud of their 
efforts. Throughout these pages you will 
have opportunities to experience some of the 
exciting achievements.

I must also make mention of our sponsors, 
the companies, individuals and interns that 
offer their support through in-kind donation 
of their resources, equipment, and time. This 
incredible group makes much of what we do 
possible. As you read through this report, 
note some of the names, and thank them if 
you have a moment.

The last year saw another leg of the Healing 
Journey, this time on the beautiful Koyukuk 
River. We extend a warm “Thank You” to the 
communites and People along the river, their 
hospitality was the greatest!

The future is looking so bright you’d better 
wear shades. YRITWC continues to grow at 
a reasonable and responsible rate. Our yearly 
budget is stable and we project a 5-10% 
increase throughout the year as funding 
opportunities present themselves. This is in 
line with our organizational philosophy of 
controlled and incremental growth based on 
our strategic plan and the needs and desires 
of the People of the Watershed.

In the coming year we will expand our 
community outreach to continue building 
capacity throughout the watershed. We 

will also expand our outreach beyond the 
Watershed to share what we’ve learned and 
inspire others to care. Our latest award 
winning documentary film “We Live by the 
River” carries this message and has been 
well received wherever shown. This year 
all of the YRITWC programs are taking a 
holistic approach to the stewardship of this 
magnificent environment. This method 
will include the cross-pollination/training 
of the programs that will enable YRITWC 
and community partners to more effectively 
meet the challenges and issues along the 
Watershed. This is an exciting time and we 
should all be connected.

Don’t forget, The YRITWC summit is coming 
in August. It will be held in Ruby, Alaska 
this coming summer and you’re all invited! 
There’ll be something for everyone!

These are just a few of the actions the Council 
will be taking in the next year and we 
welcome any ideas or suggestions you may 
have. Please read through this report and let 
us know what you think. 

2010 was a great year for the Yukon River 
Watershed! 2011 is going to be even better!
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baselIne WaTeR PRoJeCT
The 2010 sample season has been a major 
milestone for the baseline water project. 
Through the completion of our 5th sampling 
season we have successfully completed the 
10th year of continuous water data! This data 
set is the first of its kind and is a historic step 
for climate change research in the Yukon basin. 
The data is being compiled in a user-friendly 
online database as a definable step toward the 
first goal of our strategic plan while providing 
easy access and long term archiving.  The 
data is currently being disseminated through 
a cumulative water report that compiles 
summary statistics, key findings and explains 
the data using common language. The report 
will be available online and in print form at the 
end of 2010.  In addition to the report we have 
also distributed information subsets through 
posters, brochures, web reports and fact sheets. 
Previous years’ data        can be found under the 
“data” tab at www.yritwc.org/science.  

aCTIVe laYeR neTWoRK
The ALN Project is one of the busiest travel times of the year for science staff since all measurements 
must happen within a 2-3 week timeframe. The 2010 Active Layer Network (ALN) season is the 
second year of a collaborative project between the usGs, YRITWC and the Yukon River basin 
Indigenous governments. Year One provided 12 successful installations and Year Two built on the 
first year’s success, adding 8 more sites for a total of 20. The span of the YRITWC ALN network 
is currently the largest subarctic active layer network in existence! We are breaking new ground 
and pioneering the monitoring of active layer thickness in the sub-arctic and contributing greatly 
to the monitoring being done in the Arctic.

each site has HObO micro station data loggers that collect soil moisture/temperature readings 
year-round, as well as an air temperature logger. This data, along with the annual active layer 
measurements at 100 points within a 50mx50m grid area, will give a long term representation of 
how the active layer is changing due to the (predicted) thawing of permafrost and its ecological 
effects.  

In addition to collecting data and measuring active layer thickness we are using the ALN project 
as a tool to achieve education goals in the YRITWC strategic Plan.  by working with students and 
schools all around the basin through hands-on field outings we use experiential learning to open 
students eyes to the wonders of science and help them learn that is grounded in the observations 
they make everyday.

A detailed background of the project, data, site descriptions, outreach and photos are available in 
the ALN web report at www.yritwc.org/science Reports link.

A year’s worth of ALN data in marshall, AK and brett 
uhle (usGs) making active soil layer measurements. 

Carol Thomas (YRITWC), working with shauvann 
and ed of the Ruby Tribal Council in collecting a water 

quality sample in Ruby, AK

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

The 2010 summer field season has been 
one of the busiest yet for the Science 

Department. We can’t say it enough, but 
THANK YOU to the Tribal Technicians 
and the USGS for their dedication and 
hard work! Without everyone involved 

our projects would be impossible!
Science articles and photos by Leah Mackey, 

Carol Thomas, and Bryan Maracle
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ana seWaGe InVenToRYInG PRoJeCT
 

The sewage inventory project was designed to directly address goal 3b of our strategic Plan 
(available on our website “About us” page) and a key directive made by the leaders that govern 
the YRITWC. What effect are sewage treatment facilities having on the Yukon River watershed?

The main goal in Year One of the sewage Inventorying Project is to improve Tribal sewage 
management through actively identifying and documenting sewage disposal systems throughout 
the Yukon River basin.  Currently there is no information base that identifies what types of 
facilities are used in each community.  since the beginning of this project, september 2009, we 
have inventoried 15 systems throughout the Yukon watershed, specifically the regions of the 
Tanana  to, any pre-treatment before discharging, etc.)  we make the first steps toward better 
facility operations.  This is a necessary first step for the project, since the state does not maintain 
current records on wastewater facilities in Alaska, which provides groundwork to advocate for 
better facilities in communities.  

All of the inventories and photos are being complied into a database and will be available to 
communities December 2010. Communities will be able to learn more about the sewage 
Inventory Project through a website that is currently underway. The website will be completed by 
the end of October 2010 and will be made available through the www.yritwc.org/science Reports 
link.

Leah mackey (YRITWC) and Jon Ahgook (facility 
operator) complete a sewage lagoon inventory together at 

the wastewater facility in Anaktuvuk Pass, AK

bryan maracle explaining to students in Carcross, YT 
how to use a compass to orient an ALN measurement 

grid into a perfect square.

bryan maracle, Nicole Herman-mercer (usGs), and 
Lance Whitwell (Venetie Village Council) establish an 

ALN site in Venetie, AK

brett uhle (usGs), Carol Thomas (YRITWC), Deborah 
Friday-Aguchak and Cynthia Paniyak (Chevak Native 

Village) at the ALN site in Chevak, AK
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WInTeR / sPRInG 2009-2010
This was the first time we’ve held our Hazardous Waste Training in the winter and I think it 
worked well. Holding trainings over the winter months helps us not interfere with fishing or 
hunting seasons and it seems that people are very happy just to have a change of scenery during 
those dark months. In partnership with the university of Washington, we held 4 – one week long 
trainings at Pike’s Waterfront Lodge in Fairbanks that covered 40hr HAZWOPeR, 10hr OsHA 
safety, site supervisor Training, emergency Response, Confined space entry and Rescue, Oil 
spill Response, Hazardous materials Transport and Incident Command systems. Our attendees 
ranged from some of our own employees to Tribal workers from all over the state and even 
one from Canada. It was also a learning experience that showed us what trainings people really 
needed and how we can streamline things for next year.

This past winter was also our grant writing time. We were successful in securing another year 
of funding from the usDA for Hazardous Waste Trainings, from the ePA to do on-site solid 
Waste Trainings as well as IGAP funding to backhaul material out of village dumps and recycle 
it properly. One very exciting grant that we received was from the Denali Commission for the 
purchase of a mobile Drum Crusher. This equipment can put on the barge, hooked to a pickup, 
driven to the dump or wherever there are empty drums and go right to work. unfortunately we 
were unsuccessful in securing an ePA C.A.R.e. Grant that would have gone a long way to provide 
more solid waste solutions for the Tribes we work with but we’ll be going after that one again 
soon.

SOLID WASTE DEPARTMENT

It’s odd to write a final annual report 
because in the Solid Waste Department it 
feels like the work never ends. Whether 

it’s grant writing, Hazardous Waste 
Trainings, loading up electronics in 

Mentasta or doing Freon recovery in 
Chevak among a million other things, 

our department is go go go all year long. 
That said, I will do my best to recap what 

we’ve accomplished this past year. 
By Stephen Price

Hazardous Waste Technician 
Trainings Open For 2011 enrollment!

NeW: Trainings are compressed into 2 
weeks! We hope this helps accommodate 

your busy schedule!
    * January 17-21: 40-hour HAZWOPeR

    * February 21-26: DOT (2 days), Oil spill 
Awareness, Confined space Awareness, ICs 
/ emergency Response and First Aid / CPR

    * march 14-18: 40-hour HAZWOPeR
    * April 18-23: DOT (2 days), Oil spill 

Awareness, Confined space Awareness, ICs 
/ emergency Response and First Aid / CPR

Contact stephen Price at (907) 258-3337 
with any questions.

*Note: the Jan/Feb training is THe sAme 
as the march/April training.

Help on the ground is critical to successful backhaul 
-- many thanks to our volunteers in Tanacross -- we 

couldn’t have done all that lifting without you!

Congratulations to the graduates of the 2010 
Hazardous Waste specialist Training Course!  12 state 

and Federal certifications over 4 weeks!
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Summer / Fall 2010
Backhaul began this summer with an electronics road trip, servicing Mentasta, Tok, Northway, 
Eagle and Dot Lake. We could not reach some other communities due to wildfires covering much 
of the area we were in, but we’ll be back! During that time, our Mobile Drum Crusher was built 
by Drumbeaters of America, shipped to Anchorage, and brought to Tanana through in-kind 
donations from Air Land Transport and Crowley Marine. With well over 200 barrels taking up 
space in Tanana’s dump it looked like the Mobile Drum Crusher would have its work cut out for 
it. Instead, this shiny new unit went through over 140 drums in only 2 hours! Crushed drums are 
easily palletized, shrink-wrapped and sent to metal recyclers. With its work done in Tanana for 
now, the Mobile Drum Crusher will travel across the Watershed, village by village, each summer.

This summer saw the Backhaul Department travel to even more communities and have one of its 
most successful seasons. That is due in large part to the number of Tribal IGAP and Environmental 
workers who had attended our Hazardous Waste Training in Fairbanks and helped their village 
safely and effectively collect, stage and transport their community’s solid and hazardous wastes. 
Along with skilled Tribal workers, this summer’s success is also due to the local businesses that 
really stepped up their efforts to assist the Watershed. Crowley Marine was, once again, an 
invaluable partner. More material is moved out communities on the decks of Crowley’s barges 
than by all other means combined. As soon as lead acid batteries and used electronics came 
into Nenana, Air Land Transport was right there donating their trucking services to make sure 
these materials arrived at businesses like ABS in Fairbanks and Total Reclaim in Anchorage to 
be recycled. Other locals like the Alaska Railroad and C&R Pipe, took care of all the scrap metal, 
vehicles and white-goods from the villages, donating their time and services. Without partners 
like these Backhaul not only in the Watershed but also across the state would be non-existent. 
Even after doing this sometimes backbreaking work for over 4 years, I still get a smile on my face 
when I think of all that we’ve accomplished together and all the new and exciting adventures that 
await us. See you next year!

THanK YoU!
We CoUlDn’T Do IT WITHoUT YoU!

The YRITWC solid Waste Department can 
never thank our partners and supporters 
enough. sponsors come in so many shapes 
and sizes, from community members to 
major transportation companies, from 
HAZWOPeR trainers to the recyclers that 
responsibly process hazardous wastes that 
would otherwise contaminate Yukon River 
Communities. Thank you for your time, your 

services, and your hard work!

COmmuNITY membeRs
CROWLeY mARINe seRVICes

CITY OF NeNANA
AIR LAND TRANsPORT

uNIVeRsITY OF WAsHINGTON
WOLFe mANAGemeNT GROuP, INC

TOTAL ReCLAIm
ALAsKA RAILROAD

C&R PIPe
NORTHLAND seRVICes

INLAND bARGe
RubY mARINe seRVICes

eVeRT’s AIR CARGO
Abs ALAsKAN

INTeRsTATe bATTeRIes
ALAsKA meTAL ReCYCLeRs

RuRALCAP
DRumbeATeRs OF AmeRICA

buDGeT ReNTAL
PIKe’s WATeRFRONT LODGe

ALAsKA WAReHOuse sPeCIALIsTs
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CIRCUIT RIDeR PRoGRam – IT’s noW KnoWn as “Pan”
by mike Grundberg

The ePA-funded program known for years as the Circuit Rider program has a new name: Peer Assistance Network 
or PAN.  Although the name has changed, the focus of the program remains the same. The goal is to assist Tribes 
with capacity building and enhancement of their executive, Administrative and Programmatic divisions. We 
provide this assistance through group trainings and individual assistance to Tribes through direct site visits and 
distance communications. We also act as an information source and advocates for Tribes dealing with various 
entities.  The YRITWC has operated a Circuit Rider Program for 5 years, and will continue to provide services 
under PAN.  Tribes can become eligible for these services by submitting a Tribal Resolution or Letter of support.
Our upcoming Group Trainings will feature: 

•	 board/Council Roles and Responsibilities - The targeted audience for these trainings are Tribal 
board/Council members, and Tribal Administrators

•	 Grant Writing and successful Grant management - The targeted audience for these trainings are 
Tribal Administrators, bookkeepers, and Programmatic staff

•	 Financial management and Audit Preparation - The targeted audience for these trainings are Tribal 
Administrators, and bookkeepers

•	 Quickbooks beginning and Intermediate level - The targeted audience for these trainings are Tribal 
Administrators, and bookkeepers

•	 strategic Planning - The targeted audience for these trainings are Tribal board/Council members, 
Tribal Administrators, Tribal staff, and other Community Leaders interested in strategic Planning

InTRoDUCInG neW emPloYee, floRIssa baIn! 
Youth and office Coordinator, Whitehorse
Drin Gwiinzii everyone! I am Florissa the new Admin/Youth coordinator for the YRITWC. I am a Tetlit 
Gwich’in from Inuvik NWT.  I spent most of my life traveling from the plains of saskatchewan to the 
freezing winters in the NWT. I took my first year of college here in Whitehorse, majoring in psychology. 
I have worked several years with youth, my last position was in Yellowknife, NT as a Youth Coordinator. 
I have also worked over four years as an administrative assistant in several different areas. I hope to bring 
my skills and experience with youth and administration to the YRITWC in order to establish an ongoing 
communication port for myself, the staff, and the First Nations to rely on. I also hope to provide youth 
outreach in order to encourage our future generations’ awareness and participation in the survival and 
maintenance of our main water source here in the yukon.  since beginning at the YRITWC I have begun 
to create relationships with all sorts of people in the organization that I can already tell have fountains of 
knowledge to share with me. I hope to continue building these relationships across all our staff and First 
Nations. I feel so honored to have the opportunity to represent the YRITWC and look forward to fulfilling 
my role as the new Admin/Youth Coordinator in Whitehorse. mahsi’ choo and have a wonderful day.

We are always looking 
for partners in the 

for-profit world who 
support our efforts to 
contribute 1% of their 
annual net revenues to 

the YRITWC!
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CONTAmINATION mANAGemeNT ACTION PLAN
In late summer, YRITWC brownfields contracted RurAL CAP to help facilitate a Contamination 
management Action Plan (CmAP) in the villages of Venetie and Fort Yukon.  The focus of a CmAP 
isn’t to address one specific site in the community like an emP, but rather to look at the community as 
a whole and determine how it can better manage and prevent present and future contamination from 
entering the environment and the village.  In this way, CmAPs gather as many community members 
as possible for a round-table discussion on the history of the village and the history of contamination 
to help draft a plan so that the village can understand where to focus its resources in managing 
contaminants as they enter their community.

bROWNFIeLDs WORKsHOP 2010
The annual brownfields Workshop took place in April this year in the Yukon River delta village of 
emmonak. It was a great success with over a dozen participants. Invited presenters included Joe sarcone 
from the Agency for Toxic substances and Disease Registry to discuss the idea of “exposure Pathways”, 
which focuses on how contaminants can pass through the environment and become a human health 
hazard. Other presenters included employees from the Department of Natural Resources’ Plant 
materials Center to discuss the possibility of re-vegetating contaminated sites. The environmental 
Programs Coordinator from Venetie, Lance Whitwell, discussed his first-hand experience in dealing 
with contaminants in Venetie, as well as the awareness programs he has organized to get the community 
involved in preventing contaminants from entering the environment and the village.

Joe sarcone, Agency of Toxic substances and Disease 
Registry, leads a discussion on “exposure Pathways” 

at the annual spring brownfields Workshop.

Ray Oney, Tribal Administrator for the village of 
Alakanuk, and Peter beardsley, engineer and Project 

Lead, Nortech, Inc. inspect the old bIA dumpsite.

eNVIRONmeNTAL mANAGemeNT PLAN
In early spring, brownfields put out its annual application for an Assessment Request to all communities 
within the Watershed, and was met with 6 villages requesting to assess a suspected contaminated site 
within their community.  The two highest priority sites were selected, and in late summer brownfields 
contracted Nortech – an environmental and engineering consulting firm – to assess the two sites and 
author an environmental management Plan (emP) for each community. One of the sites selected, 
was the old bIA school building in emmonak.  The other was the old bIA dumpsite in Alakanuk.  
An emP focuses on the goal the community wishes to achieve and how it can get there through 
various avenues of funding and cooperation on the state and Federal levels.  Nortech and YRITWC 
brownfields met with selected community members from the City and Tribe of each village to 
determine the history of the site’s ownership and use, as well as what direction the village wishes to 
focus its attention in redeveloping the site to be of greater value to the community.  

City and Tribal members from the village of 
emmonak discuss the emP of the old bIA school 

with members of Nortech.

sUsTaInable lanDs DePaRTmenT
articles and Photos by Caleb aronson
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The Healing Journey
Keeps Going!
By Mike Grundberg

Next year’s Healing Journey will travel on the 
main stem of the Yukon River to Ruby Alaska 
for the 8th Biennial Summit. We plan on 
launching a group of canoes at the Yukon River 
Bridge, and possibly another group canoeing 
down the Tanana River from Nenana. Let us 

know if you’re interested in joining!

2010 - Paddling the Koyukuk                                    By Mike Grundberg
This year the Healing Journey navigated the Koyukuk River, one of the major tributaries within 
the Yukon River Watershed. Nine paddlers in five canoes began the voyage on June 25, 2010 at 
Coldfoot, AK on the middle Fork of the Koyukuk River. The journey commenced, stopping at 
the villages of evansville, Allakaket, Alatna, Hughes, Huslia, and Koyukuk. At each village the 
group visited with locals and conducted interviews, science demonstrations, and had river safety 
classes. One element of the Healing Journey since its inception has been collecting water quality 
data by towing a monitoring probe to collect continuous water data parameters of temperature, 
pH, conductivity, and dissolved oxygen. Data from this year is still being compiled and analyzed, 
but in general, the Koyukuk River appears to be very healthy. This data collection effort will 
continue in order to give us an overall picture of the chemistry of the watershed. The terrain and 
geology of the Koyukuk River is quite varied, and beautiful.  starting in the foothills of the south 
side of the brooks Range, and ending at is confluence with the mighty Yukon River; the Koyukuk 
River is very remote, with dozens or even hundreds of miles between villages. Talking with local 
people during the Healing Journey, and with others across the state, I found that people had a 
profound interest in the Healing Journeys. many people expressed a desire to become a part of 
the adventure. The Healing Journey continues to grow each year with more canoes and paddlers 
participating. some paddlers will do the entire Healing Journey, while others will alternate in and 
out of villages along the way. It’s a great way to see new places and meet new people, or revisit 

familiar places and see old friends.

YRITWC Director Jon Waterhouse presents to a gathering of
community members in Allakaket.

Youth in Huslia observe the water quality sonde and learn about how this technology 
can provide insight into the river’s chemistry.

2010 Paddlers Included:
mike Grundberg, eric Grunberg, Daisy 

Grundberg, Jon Waterhouse, Jessica Kayser, 
Faon O’Connor, Guillermo Knell, David 

Fenn, mark Fenn, Greg bringhurst, Rachael 
Peltola, Fran middleton, Lauren Whyte, Deb 

Lightman, and mary marshall.
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A mural in Hughes, AK, and a great way of showing 
how important it is to keep our rivers clean.

YRITWC staff mike Grundberg demonstrates 
calibration of the YsI water quality sonde before 

continuing along the Journey.

Jessica Kayser, the 2010 Healing Journey guide and 
youth coordinator, paddles with youth in evansville.

A Paddler’s Experience                                               By Rachael Peltola
I was sincerely honored to be a part of YRITWC’s 2010 Healing Journey. I joined my first 

Healing Journey adventure excited, not knowing what I was in for. I flew up to Fairbanks, met 
up with some of my co-workers, and took a flight, arriving in a small village called Hughes, AK. 

upon arriving I was excited, yet at ease. It was amazing to see and feel the whole community 
eager, and happy to welcome us all, into their village. They made sure we felt comfortable, 

offering the food that they cooked. On my first day by the river bank, Jessica Kayser instructed 
us with some canoe basic training, inviting all youth to join, showing and teaching local 

children. They seemed very happy to learn, as did I. That night we all celebrated, sitting around 
a campfire, eating, and telling stories; sharing and exchanging smiles and laughter. 

being out on the river, you notice the silence, but if you have good willing ears, you can hear 
the whispers of mother Nature. Your self disposition in this world changes for the better, you 
start to understand what most people eventually forget.  You respect the land, you reconnect, 

you then realize the power of the river, its magnificence, its abundance, and its meaning.

This is what the healing journey is about. It’s an awakening to the soul. You start to realize 
why we all are here, what we are fighting for: good water, drinkable water, setting up the 
foundation for a better future, a better environment. As days went by, paddling with my 
partner, I learned a lot. I am utmost thankful for this scenic rare opportunity, to reconnect 
with not only myself, but life itself, nature, the river, our people, our world. This adventure is 

more then just a journey, it’s a symbol of who we are, what we do, and our purpose.

Thank you, Craig & Joyce Robinson (at right) for helping 
us transport our canoes in Huslia! At left, mike and eric 

Grundberg and Jon Waterhouse load the canoes.

sPeCIAL THANKs TO eVeRTs AIR CARGO 
employees Andy, Lyle, and Jeff, and Craig and 
Joyce Robinson for their gracious assistance 
and transportation of the Healing Journey 

canoes from Huslia to Fairbanks!
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ENERGY DEPARTMENT
We’ve just wrapped up another exciting 

summer field season. As we put the 
finishing touches on three of our 

projects, a special thanks goes out to 
the invaluable help provided by Greg 

Bringhurst, Andrew Graham and Emily 
Carol all important members of the 

Energy Team this past summer. 
Article by Dave Pelunis-Messier

thermostats will allow the temperature in 
each room to automatically rise and fail in 
accordance with a preset heating schedule, 
determined based on staff preference and 
room use. Increasing the control on the 
building’s heating system will allow for 
decreased fuel consumption over the course 
of each day.  Over the next few years we will 
continue to monitor fuel consumption to 
determine our effect on the building’s $20k/
yr heating bills.

The second phase of the project involved the 
installment of 4.4 kW of solar PV panels on 
the buildings roof. Twenty 220W Trinna™ 
solar panels, individually hooked to enphase 
micro-inverters were connected in series and 
wired into the buildings electrical system. 

In Anaktuvuk Pass our 6 panel solar array has 
surpassed 1.2 megawatt hours of cumulative 
production since it was installed in August of 
2009. This project, part of an experimental 
arctic home designed by Cold Climate 
housing Research Center (CCHRC) and 
built by Tagiugmiullu Nunamiullu Housing 
Authority (TNHA), continues to be successful 
and has been featured in Alaska magazine, 
solar Today magazine and received national 
awards from us Deptartment of Housing 
and urban Development (HuD). Our work 
proves that solar technology is still a viable 
energy source for rural communities, even 
those 100 miles north of the Arctic Circle!

The energy Department’s main focus this 
year has involved a solar installation and 
energy efficiency upgrade to the Nenana Teen 
Rec Center. The project was completed in 
three phases. In the first step programmable 
thermostats were installed throughout the 
building to better control the heating system 
for Head start and rec. center users. These 

This provides power to offset the building’s 
consumption from the local utility. During 
the summer when the building is rarely used, 
we expect the panels to provide a surplus 
of energy which can be sold back into the 
Nenana electrical grid. In addition, the 
enphase system can monitor each individual 
inverter and upload that information to the 
web for viewing. The energy Department is 
working with the Nenana school system to 
integrate this information into their science 
curriculum, which will allow students to 
monitor the system and observe changes in 
electrical production across different seasons, 
outdoor weather conditions and times of day. 

Nenana students love their new solar panels!

The final phase of the project involved the 
installation of Nenana’s first solar domestic 
water heater on the rec center building. Two, 
4ftx10ft Heliodyne™ solar collectors sit on 
the Rec Center’s roof and a small circulating 
pump sends glycol through the collectors 
heating it as it goes. A double walled heat 
exchanger then transfers heat from the glycol 
into a line supplying the domestic hot water 
tank which is used throughout the building 
in sinks and for cooking and cleaning. 

Nenana Rec Center solar Array

Jacob Kukes and Daniel marks of Nenana
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Rough estimates from information gathered 
on past bills predict that these upgrades will 
save the Nenana Native Council up to $4,000 
in heating and electrical costs. 

The third year of the Ruby Hydrokinetic 
project ended with many lessons learned 
and a more accurate view of the challenges 
which face hydrokinetic work on the 
Yukon’s dynamic river system! The energy 
team achieved a successful retrieval of the 
anchor lines laid on the Yukon river bottom 
throughout winter 2009-2010  freeze-up and 
redesigned a more robust debris diversion 
system. Another challenge was the design 
and deployment of a 1000ft long power cable 
to transmit energy from the turbine barge 
to shore. The cable used in 2009 had failed 
after only 5 days in the water, but in 2010 a 
redesigned cable was deployed and retrieved 
with the help of Inland barge service and 
Gary Kangas’s heavy equipment. A HuGe 
THANKs goes out to both Inland barge and 
the Kangas’s for their continued support of 
this project! 

The energy Departments would like to thank 
all of the communities, which supported 
our work over the last year. We look 
forward to assisting more Yukon Watershed 
communities to find long term renewable 
solutions to their energy needs!

CLEAN WATER
 NEEDS

CLEAN ENERGY

New YRITWC Movie:
We Live By The River

The story of the Yukon River Watershed is being shared with audiences around the 
world in our new documentary film, We Live by the River. The 52-minute film features 
the faces and voices of people from the river, including elders, leaders, staff and partners
who have worked so hard to protect the wild lands and waters of the Yukon River basin
over the years. The film was shot over more than 10 years, and draws on an archive of
hundreds of hours of footage from summits, meetings, interviews and scenics.

The film is being hailed as the “awe inspiring” story of how grassroots communities
of the Yukon River basin joined forces to clean up their own backyards. It screened
at film festivals in Washington DC, London and Toronto during October and will
screen at the Wild & scenic environmental Film Festival in January. We are screening
a 52-minute “fine cut” of the film at educational and non-profit events, and are
fundraising for distribution on TV and DVD. For a complete list of screenings go to
www.multinesia.com/we-live-by-the-river

A big thank you goes out to everyone who 
participated in the film and supported the
filming. We couldn’t have done it without you!

Karin Williams
Producer/director

sCReenInGs anD ReCoGnITIon To DaTe:
Wild & scenic Film Festival (Nevada City, CA) 

National Geographic All Roads Film Festival (Washington, DC)
Native spirit Festival (London, uK)

Planet In Focus Film Festival (Toronto, Canada)
Docuwest Documentary Film Festival (Golden, CO)

Alaska International Film Festival - Denali Award Winner
united Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (New York, NY)

Copenhagen Climate Conference (Copenhagen, Denmark)
Otago university CsAFe (Dunedin, New Zealand)

National Tribal science Forum (Traverse City, michigan)



Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council : Currents 2010 Page 14

2011 LeADeRsHIP meeTING IN DAWsON CITY, YT CANADA:
A GATHeRING OF THe YRITWC INTeRNATIONAL eXeCuTIVe COuNCIL

InTeRnaTIonal exeCUTIVe CoUnCIl 

Carl sidney (Co-Chair)
Teslin Tlingit

Clarence alexander (Co-Chair)
Yukon Flats

George sheppard 
Carcross / Tagish

Darren Taylor
Vuntut Gwich’in / Tr’ondek Hwech’in

Chief eddie skookum
Northern Tutchone

sam Donnessey
Kaska Tribal Council

Geraldine Pope
southern Tutchone

Jessie Dawson
Kwanlin Dun

Chief David Johnny
White River First Nation

edna Hancock
Tanana River

Pat sweetsir
middle Yukon

David (Harry) maillele
Innoko Confluence

Karen Kriska
Koyukuk River

James landlord
Lower Yukon

Roberta landlord
Coastal Communities

elder Advisors
stanley James (Carcross, YT)

Peter Captain (Fairbanks, AK)
sarah James (Arctic Village, AK)

July 30 - August 1 2010, the YRITWC International executive Council gathered for a strategic 
Planning meeting in Dawson City, YT Canada. Delegates from the Headwaters to the Coast 
assessed the organization’s standing, as well as the Operating Procedures and Personnel Policy. 
Key developments from this meeting have to do with minor modifications of YRITWC structure:

1:  eXeCuTIVe COuNCIL uNIFICATION

To further demonstrate that we are ONe 
RIVeR and ONe PeOPLe, the YRITWC 
executive Council will no longer separate 
into an Alaskan region and a Yukon region.  
Rather, it will function as a single cross-border 
body.  This unification will support our goals 
of  consistent leadership and guidance in 
all YRITWC programs. It will also ensure 
that the needs of YRITWC signatory Tribes 
and First Nations are served effectively.  All 
seats from the two regions will remain in the 
International executive Council.

2: DIReCTOR CONsOLIDATION

In the past, YRITWC has been led at the staff 
level by two Directors - one based in Alaska 
and one based in Yukon Territory.  Although 
this made sense for years of YRITWC 
development, the executive Council has now 
decided to structure staffing under a single 
Director.  At present, this is Jon Waterhouse, 
based in the Anchorage office.  From a 
strategic perspective, the executive Council 
has made this position to centralize program 
direction and streamline the management of 
cross-border programming.
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THe YuKON meeTs THe TIsZA                                          by stephen Price

This past July, Carl sidney and stephen Price were invited by IHLeT, a 
research institute of social, environmental and economic problems based 
in budapest, Hungary, to attend a conference in Debrecen, Hungary. The 
purpose of this conference was to bring together organizations dedicated 
to the preservation of rivers around the world, share thoughts and ideas, 
and assist IHLeT in The Tisza River Development Program. This program 
to address environmental protection, economic and social development in 
the Tisza River Watershed is a huge undertaking covering five countries 
(Hungary, Romania, serbia, slovakia, ukraine) and affecting 15.7 million 
inhabitants. With YRITWC’s help, IHLeT hopes to build a framework that 
could be replicated anywhere in the world. You can find more information on 
the conference and IHLeT at www.ihlet.org.

YRITWC AT THe uNITeD NATIONs             by Fran middleton

In August 2009, the NGO branch of the Department of economic and social 
Affairs, a subsidiary of the united Nations economic and social Council, 
granted the YRITWC special consultative status. many new opportunities 
have since became available to the YRITWC for project development and 
international networking. This past April, the YRITWC was represented at 
the united Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues by Peter Captain, 
sr (elder Advisor), Jon Waterhouse (YRITWC Director), and Faon O’Connor 
(YRITWC staff). They met with Indigenous leaders from around the world, 
attended presentations covering a range of topics from Indigenous fishing 
rights to the doctrine of discovery, and screened “We Live by the River” 
in a side panel.  This was a valuable opportunity to see how Yukon River 
challenges and hopes are shared worldwide. (Photo Left: Jon Waterhouse and 
Peter Captain, sr with a siberian delegation attending our screening)

    Alakanuk Traditional Council
    Alatna Village Council
    Algaaciq Tribal Government
    Allakaket Traditional Council
    Anvik Tribal Council
    Arctic Village Council
    Asa’carsarmiut Tribal Council
    Beaver Tribal Council
    Birch Creek Tribal Council
    Canyon Village Council
    Carcross/Tagish First Nation
    Chalkyitsik Village Council
    Chevak Native Village
    Chuloonawick Native Village
    Circle Village Council
    Daylu Dena Council
    Dease River Band Council
    Eagle Traditional Council
    Emmonak Traditional Council
    Evansville Tribal Council
    Grayling IRA Council
    Gwichyaa Zhee Gwich’in Tribal Gov’t
    Hamilton Tribal Council
    Holy Cross Traditional Council
    Hooper Bay Native Village
    Hughes Village Council
    Huslia Tribal Council
    Iqurmiut Tribal Council
    Kaltag Tribal Council
    Kaska Tribal Council
    Kluane First Nation
    Kotlik Traditional Council
    Koyukuk Tribal Council
    Kwanlin Dun First Nation
    Liard First Nation
    Little Salmon/Carmacks First Nation
    Louden Tribal Council
    Manley Village Council
    Marshall Traditional Council

    mentasta Village Council
    Na-cho Nyak Dun First Nation
    Naqsragmiut Tribal Council
    Native Village of bill moore’s slough
    Native Village of minto
    Native Village of shaktoolik
    Native Village of st. michael
    Native Village of Tanacross
    Native Village of Venetie Tribal Gov’t
    Nenana Native Council
    Nulato Tribal Council
    Ohogamiut Traditional Council
    Paimiut Traditional Council
    Pilot station Tribal Council
    Pitka’s Point Traditional Council
    Ross River Dena Council
    Ruby Tribal Council
    scammon bay Traditional Council
    selkirk First Nation
    shageluk IRA Council
    stebbins Community Association
    stevens Village Council
    Ta’an Kwach’an Council
    Taku River Tlingit First Nation
    Tanana Tribal Council
    Teslin Tlingit Council
    Tr’ondek Hwech’in First Nation
    Venetie Village Council
    Vuntut Gwichin First Nation
    White River First Nation
    Yupiit of Andreafski

AFFILIATeD ORGANIZATIONs
    City of Carmacks
    City of Whitehorse
    Kotlik City Council
    Pitka’s Point City Council

Inter-Tribal accord signatories

many thanks and much respect to these, the 70 Indigenous governments 
that have signed the Yukon River Watershed Inter-Tribal Accord.  

Together, we are all One River, One People.
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I started working for the YRITWC when 
I was sixteen. Last spring, I was sent to 
speak at the National Tribal science Forum. 
I was there to tell my story about life in 
the bush as a young Alaska Native and the 
environmental struggles we face. The first 
few days I learned a lot, soaking it all in, 
taking notes, and listening to topics such as 
the elders’ perspective on the importance of 
water, climate service for society, impacts 
of mining, fish, and the convergence of 
traditional knowledge and western teaching.

On Wednesday I screened our new movie 
“We Live by the River.” I was immediately in 
awe of the impact on the crowd. This movie 
has power. It’s real, straightforward, and most 
important: it comes from the People - Our 
People - and their words spoke directly to the 
crowd. I noticed the truth being felt, piercing 
the audience, awakening them.

On Thursday I spoke about the environmental 
contamination so many Alaskan villages face. 
Plastic bags peppering the tundra, rusted old 
drum barrels by the hundreds,  junk metal 
everywhere as a common playground for the 
local children, and lead acid batteries being 
thrown here and there, dirtying the water.  
I told them about our deformed fish and 
p      lants, and how new diseases are on the 
rise due to environmental hazards within the 
villages.  It’s a hard reality for many people in 
Alaska and Canada along the watershed.

As I spoke, I began talking about what the 
YRIWC has been doing, our mission and our 
goals. I discussed our different departments, 
then things got really interesting. I pounded 
on the podium, waking up or shall I say 
shaking up the crowd. As I offered honest 
words, telling them about the harsh reality we 
face in the communities, in my hometown, 
along the watershed, I got excited! I surprised 
the audience by tossing out gloves and saying 
“everyone, each and every one of us does 
indeed make a difference in this world by 
what we do. Our thoughts, our words, and 
our actions.” 

I spoke about our lifestyle, a traditional way 
of life slowly slipping out of the hands of our 
future generations. We can’t just talk about it 
anymore, we need eager ears to listen, spread 
the word, be involved, and take action. It’s 
time to do something starting right now. I 
did my best verbally and sincerely telling the 
truth. Our river, our land our people are in 
desperate need of help. 

Our people need a voice, our fish need clean 
water, we have to maintain our culture and 
way of life, we need to inform young ones, 
engage them, to take the next steps. Water 
is important. soon enough we will all come 
together step by step, listening to what our 
earth is telling us, and hopefully we can fix 
the problem, find a solution, using less words 
and taking  more action. 

Jon Waterhouse
Director, jwaterhouse@yritwc.org

stephen Price
backhaul/solid Waste, sprice@yritwc.org

Rachael Peltola
Administration, rpeltola@yritwc.org

michael Grundberg
Capacity, mgrundberg@yritwc.org

Faon O’Connor
Development, foconnor@yritwc.org

Carol Thomas
science Department, cthomas@yritwc.org

Leah mackey
science Department, lmackey@yritwc.org

Caleb Aronson
sustainable Lands, caronson@yritwc.org

David mcGraw
Finances, dmcgraw@yritwc.org

Dave Pelunis-messier
energy, dpelunis-messier@yritwc.org

Florissa bain
Youth and Office Coordinator

fbain@yritwc.org

ANCHORAGe OFFICe
(907) 258-3337

FAIRbANKs OFFICe
(907) 451-2530

WHITeHORse OFFICe
(867) 393-2199

sTAFF DIReCTORY staff spotlight: Offering Words from the Heart,
Rachael Peltola stands up for the Yukon
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THanKs To oUR 
DonoRs & sPonsoRs!

YRITWC executive Council members
Yukon River Tribal Contributions

us  environmental Protection Agency
us Department of Agriculture

united states Geological survey
National science Foundation

Lannan Foundation
Administration for Native Americans

Alaska Conservation Foundation
Denali Commmission

Community Development Fund
Darae’s Hair salon (Aveda earth month)

Total Reclaim
Alaska energy Authority

Canadian Lawyers Abroad
City of Nenana

Royal bank of Canada
ReI

Alaska Railroad
Crowley marine services
Yukon Law Foundation

Indian Law Resource Center
National Weather Center

Alcan electric
Paul Armington

mark Fenn
Karin Williams
John Ahgook

mary marshall
Jordan Pagels 

YRITWC Financial standing
-David mcGraw, Finance Director

The graph to the right shows the 
expenditures that YRITWC has made 
in each of the past five fiscal years, 
as well as the anticipated level of 
expenditures for Fiscal Year 11.  As you 
can see, the YRITWC budget continues 
to grow based on increased funding!  
Our financial health is directly tied to 
the much appreciated support of the 
donors and in-kind support we receive.  

Thank you!

THANK YOu, 2010 summeR INTeRNs AND CONTRACTORs!
Pictured above, left to right: Nicole Wilson, Andrew Conway, Lauren Whyte, Deborah Lightman, 

emily Carroll, and Greg bringhurst. Pictured far right in the group shot below, thanks also to 
camera shy Fran middleton! each of these individuals contributed an incredible amount to the 

organization. The YRITWC was lucky to have them on board!  
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apply now!
sCIenCe InTeRnsHIP

sUmmeR 2011, fairbanks aK

attention College and Graduate students! 
We are offering a paid summer internship 
with our science program in Fairbanks! 
This position is well suited for individuals 
with interest in environmental sciences, 
documenting Indigenous knowledge, rural 
Alaska’s sustainability, and communication

Learn more at www.alaskaconservation.
org and apply December 10 - February 14.

Intern responsibilities:
•	Assist	data	collection	and	processing	of	
samples, operate seven water quality sites 
around Fairbanks, possible remote travel
•	Create	outreach	products	for	Yukon	River	
basin communities and summit attendants, to 
make scientific data more accessible.
•	Attend	the	YRITWC	Biennial	summit	in	
Ruby, AK in early August and support work 
with youth.
•	Interact	with	Tribal	Technicians	regarding	
standard protocols for data collection and 
logistics
•	Explore	opportunities	to	build	focused	study	
areas related to community observations and 
concerns

Duration: Twelve weeks, start date between 
may 1 and June 15, 2011.

Financial support: This is a paid internship 
with assistance in finding low-cost housing.

YRITWC aDVoCaCY
YRITWC’s Advocacy efforts are based on 
the guidance and directives shared by our 
leadership regarding issues of concern to 
the Watershed. With great consideration for 
the complexities of these issues, long-term 
and short-term.  If you are interested in our 
approach to Advocacy initiatives or would 
like to receive updates on the following 
particular areas of advocacy work, please 
contact Faon O’Connor at foconnor@yritwc.
org for more information.

•	 We continue to engage with the us 
Nuclear Regulatory Agency regarding 
Protocols for Consultation with Tribal 
Councils, should a reactor be proposed 
within the Watershed.

•	 We have continued to participate 
in a Working Group of community 
members, technical experts, and 
legal experts regarding opportunities 
for Tribal governments and Yukon 
communities to engage on proposed 
developments such as the Donlin 
Creek Project, a proposed gold mine 
along the Kuskokwim River.

•	 The YRITWC is building capacity 
to collaborate with our First Nations 
and Yukon communities during 
the current mining boom in Yukon 
Territory.

2011 TRAININGs
Keep an eye out for information as we update 

our 2011 Trainings Calendar!

Department staff develop training opportunities 
throughout the year for Yukon River Watershed 
community members and Council / First 
Nation staff.  The best way to keep up to date on 
opportunities is through our website at www.
yritwc.org. You can also call our offices with 

enquiries at any time!

Typical trainings include:

Capacity building Trainings:
board Roles and Responsibilities
strategic Planning for Councils
Grant Writing and management

Quickbooks basics

solid Waste Trainings:
40 hr HAZWOPeR

Hazardous Waste specialist
Freon Recovery

sustainable lands::
brownfields Workshop

science:
Water Quality Testing

energy:
Renewable Technologies Installations
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 YOUTH ADVISORS 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  ELDER ADVISORS 

 

INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Teslin Tlingit
Carl sidney (Co-Chair)

Yukon flats
Clarence Alexander (Co-Chair)

Carcross / Tagish
George sheppard 

Tr’ondek Hwech’in
Darren Taylor

northern Tutchone
Chief eddie skookum

Kaska Tribal Council
sam Donnessey

southern Tutchone
Geraldine Pope

Kwanlin Dun
Jessie Dawson

White River first nation
Chief David Johnny

Tanana River
edna Hancock

middle Yukon
Pat sweetsir

Innoko Confluence
David (Harry) maillele

Koyukuk River
Karen Kriska

lower Yukon
James Landlord

Coastal Communities
Roberta murphy

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 FINANCE  ADMINISTRATION 

 DEPARTMENTS 

Rachael Peltola
Florissa BainDavid McGraw

 

SCIENCE 

 

ENERGY 

 

SUSTAINABLE LANDS  DEVELOPMENT 

 

SOLID WASTE 

Caleb Aronson mike Grundberg

YRITWC ORGANIZATION sTRuCTuRe

sarah James Trimble Gilbert
Nick Andrew, sr. Peter Captain, sr.
stanley James Harold Gatensby

Chief benedict Jones

New Youth Advisors will be elected by the 
youth gathered at the 2011 Ruby summit, 

August 4-6!

70 Tribal & First Nation Leaders

stephen Price Faon O’Connor
Leah mackey
Carol Thomas

Jon Waterhouse

Dave Pelunis-messier
 

CAPACITY BUILDING 
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2011 YRITWC summit:
august 4-6 in Ruby, alaska

RePReseNTATION
signatory Tribes and first nations each send 
a delegate with signing authority to engage in 
watershed-wide leadership decision-making.

Youth from across the watershed are invited 
to spend time together and envision their own 
future in the Yukon River Watershed. New 
leadership for the Youth Council will also be 
elected by the Youth caucus!

elders are invited to provide the wisdom, 
guidance, and Traditional knowledge 
on which we all rely. special lodging 
arrangements will be made to the best of 
ournability- please contact (907) 258-3337.

environmental Technicians may participate 
in training opportunities by YRITWC staff.

FuNDING and LOGIsTICs
IGaP funding may be used to attend 
the YRITWC summit - please contact 
mgrundberg@yritwc or consult your 
Tribal specialist to build it into an FY11 
proposal or revise a current workplan.

Please plan ahead for airfare expenses, as 
scholarships will be few.  Free camping and 
meals will be provided.

Yukon first nation Travelers will need 
passports to travel across the us/Canada 
border.  Apply this winter to ensure that your 
passport arrives in time!

Contact foconnor@yritwc.org with questions!

YRIT WC 
is grateful to Ruby 

Tribal Council for offering 
to host the 2011 summit in the 

beautiful community of Ruby.  We hope 
this gathering will be an opportunity for 

leaders from all 70 Indigenous governments, 
along with youth, elders, technicians, and 
friends, to gather and ensure a healthy future 
for the Yukon River Watershed. If you are 
in a position to contribute financially or 

through in-kind services to this event, 
please contact foconnor@yritwc.org 

and ruby_igap@hotmail.com 
with details!

Check our website
www.yritwc.org 

for more information
as it becomes available!

Home --> About us --> summit

every two years, the YRITWC’s full board of Directors 
gathers for three days of leadership decisions, trainings, 
demonstrations, cultural activities, and feasting.  The next 
summit is coming soon, so now is the time to start planning!

This year’s theme will be:

We are the River: Respect, Protect, Restore


