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Earlier this month, our new 
website officially launched! 
Outreach Coordinator, Emily 
Anderson designed the new 
website from scratch over the 
course of several months. 

Our past website served us 
great but had some flaws. A 
common complaint was that 
navigation wasn’t easy and 
valuable resources weren’t 
clearly identifiable. The new 
website is very user friendly and has a very 
clean, yet simple appeal.  

Some pages are still under construction, but 
as resources are made available it will be 
easier to find what you are looking for. The 
YRITWC Resource Library will host all past 
and future documents supplied by the 
YRITWC and our partners. They are organized 
into reports, media, administrative 
documents, and training materials. If you are 
unsure where to find what you’re looking for, 
there is an A-Z library page which has all 
documents in one location.  

“This was my first time creating a 
website. It definitely took a while 
to get the hang of it but I am very 
happy with its progress!” 

-Emily Anderson 
 

The website is a work in progress but it is up 
and running. We encourage everyone to 
check it out! All comments, concerns, tips, 
and advice on how to make this website 
better for you Is more than welcome! 
Feedback can be sent to info@yritwc.org or 
to Emily at (907)-258-3337.  

 

Gwich’in Gathering 2016 
Members of our staff attended the 2016 Gwich’in 
Gathering in Arctic Village and had the time of their lives! 
They enjoyed three days of amazing food, dancing, and 
inspirational speeches. 
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Canoe Trip in Upper Yukon 
Over the course of 20 days in August, staff members 
traveled 450 miles by canoe from Eagle to Stevens 
Village on the Yukon River.  
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New YRITWC Website Launch 
by YRITWC 

www.yritwc.org 
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The YRITWC is, at its heart, a partnership.  
Each signatory Tribe and First Nation has 
agreed to partner with one another, doing 
what each can to protect the land and water 
in the watershed.  The staff of the 
organization partner with Tribe and First 
Nation members to monitor water quality, 
work on strategies to engage communities in 
solid waste solutions, identify and assess 
potentially contaminated sites, map alternate 
drinking water sources, educate youth, and 
share Traditional Knowledge.  Tribes and First 
Nations support the partnership by providing 
financial contributions to help fund activities 
not funded by grants.  Private donors partner 
with us and provide additional financial 
support.  Grant funders partner with us as a 
means to get services, resources, and 
research opportunities into indigenous 
communities.  

     

One of the key partnerships that has support 
the effort to monitor water quality for more 
than a decade has been with the USGS and 
the cadre of citizen scientists from 
communities throughout the watershed.  The 
partnership is unique in that it is one of the 
only examples in the world where local 
community members are active participants 
in the sampling and data collection process, 
adhering to strict protocols for quality to 
ensure that the data integrity is reliable and 
can stand up to independent examination.  
Paul Schuster with the USGS has long been a 
champion for this cause and the organization 
is indebted to him for his support and 
guidance over the years.  The YRITWC is 
equally indebted to the people who have 
performed that important data collection 
work, each within his or her own area.  It is a 
powerful expression of stewardship and 
commitment.  We are proud to work with 
members of the Indigenous Observation 
Network, knowing that we are stronger 
together. 

The Summer of 2016 has been one of the 
most active for the YRITWC within the Alaska 
Region, and the articles in this issue will 
highlight work done to support those 
partnerships.  Staff have provided training 
and technical assistance opportunities 
throughout the watershed.  Community 
members have been shipping water samples 
in, which have in turn been shipped to the 
USGS labs in Colorado.  A new funding 
partner means additional opportunities for 
hazardous waste training.  We hosted interns  

 

 

  
# 

 

who in turn collected information regarding 
mining and fish passage concerns.  The 
Science/USGS team published an article in a 
peer-reviewed journal.  The Yukon Region is 
also getting back on its feet with a new grant 
and staff.  We move into FY17 with renewed 
hope, a reinvigorated commitment to the 
Guiding Principles and to the purposes 
outlined in the Accord. 

Fall brings the anniversary of my joining the 
YRITWC and I wanted to take a moment to 
thank you all for your support, prayers, 
feedback, and guidance.  It has been an honor 
to work with members of Tribes, First 
Nations, and Executive Committees in both 
Alaska and Canada.  I cannot do this work 
alone, nor can I take credit for successes.  We 
are all in this as a group of committed 
stakeholders, each sharing his or her own 
talents and passions.   Individually, each has 
gifts, but we are stronger, together.   
Quyana.   

  

A Note 
from our 
Director 
by Kelly Donnelly  

Farewell to our Summer Interns 
by Emily Anderson, Danielle McAvenia, Emma Fleetham  

       
        

        
      

Our office had a fantastic time this 
summer working with Danielle and 
Emma. They were a huge asset to the 
organization and we are sad to see 
them go. To send them off right, the 
office held a potluck where we shared 
Alaskan gifts, amazing food, and 
memories of their experiences. Staff 
enjoyed the opportunity to show them 
Alaskan culture, places, and people. 
Emma traveled to villages across the 
interior and conducted interviews 
regarding mining and clean drinking 
water. Danielle participated in the 20-
day canoe trip on the Yukon River 
visiting four communities. Both girls 
made memories and friends to last a 
lifetime. 

 

What Did You Enjoy 
most about Alaska? 

“It is really difficult to narrow down 
my most memorable days here to 
one, but I would have to say my 
most unforgettable moment would 
be the two-week canoe trip down 
the Yukon River. Another 
memorable time during this 
internship, was traveling to Arctic 
Village for the Gwich’in Gathering. 
In Arctic Village, I was embraced 
with such a strong, devoted, and 
motivational culture of the Gwich’in 
people.” 
-Danielle McAvenia 
 
”This internship opened my eyes to 
what life in rural Alaska is all about 
for the Indigenous people who live 
here and to the possibilities that are 
available in these communities. 
 

One of my favorite parts 
was watching the 
processing of the King 
Salmon run, as it helped me 
to understand how 
important these resources 
are for the communities.” 
-Emma Fleetham 
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ANNONCEMENTS  

Department of Environmental 
Conservation PSA 

  
being emptied. In addition to fuel tanks, DEC 
recommends moving all hazardous substances to a safe 
location. If the flooding or erosion has caused a fuel, oil, 
or other hazardous substance spill, report it to DEC. For 
more info please visit: dec.alaska.gov/spar/PPR/hho.htm 

 

EPA “What Climate Change Means 
for your State” 
The EPA has created a fact sheet for each state from 
previous reports about climate change and how to 
communicate the impacts. Learn more here  
http://goo.gl/mFWoBo 
 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 
 

  

 
Strategic Planning Project 

Coordinator 
Location: Whitehorse, YT 

Wage: $21 per hour 
Duration: One year 

Starting date: ASAP 
Send resume to robrosey@gmail.com and 

james.baker@ctfn.ca 
For questions 907-388-2683 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 

 

 

After arriving in Arctic Village on the first day 
staff set up a display table outside the 
gathering place that highlighted projects and 
programs currently happening in the Yukon 
River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council 
organization. 

Land is Life: Visitors from Ecuador; 
Philippines, Italy 

Visitors from Ecuador, Philippines 
and India addressed the changes their 
countries are facing and what they 
are doing about it. Their power is 
great for such a few people of 
Ecuador that confronted big oil 
company giants that are loaded with 
lawyers. This shows that Indigenous 
people are smart and powerful. The 
woman from the Amazon reported 
about their efforts to stop the oil 
companies from defacing their land 
that they live and subsist from. The oil 
companies tried to make a deal with 
the people and the men almost 
agreed with the oil companies to go ahead 
and drill for jobs and some payment; but the 
women got together as well and met with the 
men to fight back for their lands and stop the 
oil drilling.  

The detail of her report was so vivid that it 
made me cry. “Us women were in the front 
lines while our men were behind us 
supporting us. Just a few of us women from 
our tribe stopped our men from making a 
mistake to accept their deal and we stopped 
the oil companies from drilling.” 

The youth and elders attending the gathering 
each had a resolution group and adult 
mediators on “The Challenges Our Youth 
Face today”. The work that they did took the 
whole afternoon to draft the resolution that 
had started in the beginning of the week. That 
session reminded me of the Alaska 
Federation of Natives resolution day. 
 
There was an individual from Italy which he 
did a report and power point presentation. 
This man started walking from Valdez, Alaska 
during the summer up through Arctic Village 
which reached in the winter and his final 
destination was Kaktovik, Alaska. This really 
touched me and the hearts of everyone. After 
his presentation he invited himself next to us 
to sit down and eat with Thomas and I which 
was an honor. 

The Porcupine 
Caribou Management 
Board made a report 
of their endeavors 
that they have done 
and what they are 

planning to do with marching orders from 
their community and other tribes. Since I have 
not followed that issue I was blown away but 
their efforts were very strong and great 
support from the audience and community. 

 

Generosity of the community of Arctic Village 

Thomas and I were honored with gifts after 
being involved in the activities with the 
residents and visitors. These gifts were 
muskrat pelt, necklace, bracelet, beaded 
business card holder, moose hide beaded hair 
comb and matching Gwich’in Gathering 
jackets. That was a wonderful surprise to the 
both of us. I asked to do a little speech about 
what YRITWC is doing this year and did a 
Yup’ik song and dance at the end thanking 
them for allowing me to speak. 

Every night there was fiddling and dancing in 
the Tribal Hall. I with Thomas by my side got 
on the microphone and thanked the people of 
Arctic Village. “The Gwich’in people were very 
kind, loving and wonderful hosts, Arctic 
Village rocks…”. That made them very happy 
with whistles and cheers. I cried and hugged 
my elders on our way out including the lady 
from Ecuador. We became sisters at that 
point. The morning that we were leaving 
Thomas and I were invited to breakfast to a 
new friend from Arctic Village. She gave us 
freshly caught caribou.  

We greatly appreciate that we were invited to 
attend the Gathering, it is something that we 
will never forget and will cherish. Quyana to 
the Yukon River Inter-Tribal Council and our 
Director Kelly Donnelly. 

  

Gwich’in Gathering 2016 
Arctic Village, Alaska 

by Katherine Brower and Thomas Brower III 
Due to increased 
bank erosion, DEC is 
recommending 
homeowners to 
relocate their above 
ground tanks and 
other containers 
used to store fuel to 
a safe location after 

 

 

http://goo.gl/mFWoBo
mailto:robrosey@gmail.com
mailto:james.baker@ctfn.ca
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Our Science team, consisting of colleagues, 
current and past employees, and our partners, 
United States Geological Survey (USGS) has a 
brand new study published in the Journal of 
Ecology and Society called “Changing times, 
changing stories: generational differences in 
climate change perspectives from four remote 
indigenous communities in Subarctic Alaska.”  

The team was very excited to see it officially 
published after its long awaited finalization and 
the tremendous work that was put into the 
research, interviews, and writing.      

The research focused on the social and 
environmental changes occurring within the 
Indigenous Arctic and Subarctic communities 
and how those changes are observed and 
perceived throughout generations. Interviews 
were conducted in four indigenous communities 
with both elders and youth to 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

The Indigenous Observation Network: 
Collaborative, Community Monitoring 
 

The Indigenous Observation Network (ION) is 
a collaborative monitoring project between 
the US Geological Survey, Yukon River Inter-
Tribal Watershed Council, and Yukon River 
Basin communities.  Since 2006 the USGS 
National Research Program (NRP) and Yukon 
River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council 
(YRITWC) have been partnering to collect 
water-quality samples from the Yukon River 
and tributaries with the assistance of trained 
community members living in the Yukon 
River Basin. The YRITWC provides support for 
this project through sample collection, 
sample processing and shipment logistics 
with communities and to the USGS. The 
USGS provides water analysis and data 
interpretation support. Through this 
partnership over 300 community members 
have been trained in water sample collection, 
which has resulted in over 1,500 samples 
collected at more than 50 sites covering the 
entire 2,300 mile reach of the Yukon River 
since the program began. 

This program has allowed the USGS to create 
and maintain a baseline record 

 

A Note from our Partners: USGS 
by Nicole Herman-Mercer, USGS- Denver, CO 

Science Team Lands New Publication 
by Emily Anderson 

 

compare the indigenous knowledge 
regarding climate change vulnerability, 
adaptation, and resiliency. Through the 
interviews, the findings revealed that both 
generations noticed environmental change 
but older generations observed “more overall 
change.”  

You can read the publication here: 
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol21/iss3
/art28/  

 

 

 
 

 (long-term at some sites) of water-quality in 
the river basin, critical for understanding 
climate change impacts. Data collected over 
the years of 2009 – 2014 was recently 
released by the USGS and is freely available 
to the public.   
 
The data can be found at: 
http://bit.ly/2cHLF8q   
 
The website contains a brief summary of the 
project and several “child items” where the 
quality assurance and quality control data as 
well as the data collected in the field by 
community technicians and YRITWC staff 
and data gathered through laboratory 
analysis can be found. To find your 
community’s data, or any other data of 
interest, click on the “Field Measurements 
and Laboratory Analysis” child item. 

To find your community’s data, or any other 
data of interest, click on the “Field 
Measurements and Laboratory Analysis” child 
item.  This will take you to a new page in 
which a data file containing water chemistry 
for each year (2009-2014) can be 
downloaded. The data files are organized by 
sample location names.  Sample locations 
names are created by taking the first two 
letters of the river – YU for the Yukon River or 
AN for the Andreafski River, for example; the 
next three letters are the 3 letter airport code 
for the community from which the sample is 
taken – KSM for St. Mary’s or FAI for 
Fairbanks for example; finally the number 
refers to whether this is the first, second, etc 
sample location in that community and the 
letters A and B following the number refer to 
whether the sample was collected Above or 
Below the community.  Following this naming 
convention ANKSM1A is the ANdreafski River 
in the community of St. Mary’s, the first 
sample location on the Andreafski in St. 
Mary’s and the site is located Above the 
community.  To provide another example:  

 
If you have any questions about the data or 
need assistance please do not hesitate to 

contact: Nicole Herman-Mercer at the USGS in 
Denver, CO 303-236-5031 or 

nhmercer@usgs.gov.  
 

 

 

 

http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol21/iss3/art28/
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol21/iss3/art28/
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol21/iss3/art28/
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol21/iss3/art28/
mailto:nhmercer@usgs.gov
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Entering the longest inhabited region in North 
America by canoe is a rare opportunity that offers 
the soul a widest window of the past, present, 
and future. We see, feel, hear, taste and smell the 
same water, spruce, willows, berries, whitefish, 
salmon, and abundant wild life that was first 
discovered by Athabascan ancestors 20-40,000 
years ago. We bear witness to how everything is 
now and are fortunate to be able to observe, 
listen to, and care for this land.  

The thought of doing a river profile trip was 
passed around in early 2016. Kelly requested, if 
we were serious about it, an official proposal that 
would outline the objectives, programs involved, 
the outcomes, and the estimated costs. 
Motivated by our justifications, we began 
preparation. Four of us would drive from 
Anchorage and set in at Eagle traveling to Circle, 
Ft. Yukon, Beaver, Stevens Village, Rampart, and 
Tanana. We estimated it would take about 20 
days to navigate 500 miles. Our objectives 
included completing tasks for water quality 
science, brownfield outreach, interviews in 
mining and fish passage, and capturing new 
video for YRITWC programs. 

The journey began in Eagle on August 10th 
without any hitches. It did rain heavily on us that 
first night, but that encouraged an appreciation 
of the amazing weather we would have most of 
the way. We were also tremendously thankful to 
have IGAP Coordinator Al Ashley and the kind 
people of Eagle send us off. The YRITWC team, 
consisting of Edda Mutter Ph.D, Maryann Fidel, 
Danielle McAvenia, and myself, began the weeks 
of paddling and implementation of project 
objectives.  

In five days to Circle AK we saw some of the most 
breathtaking formations of rock, streams, and 
historic sites. We saw calico bluffs, volcanic 
activity, caves, rock towers, old mining rigs, 
camps, and wildlife. This stretch of the river is 
perhaps the most traversed by adventurists, but 
well protected thanks to the Yukon-Charley 
Rivers Preservation caretakers, the National Park 
Service and residents. Although we did not stay 
at any public use cabins along the way, we often 
gathered fresh water at their nearby streams. We 
stopped at Slaven’s Roadhouse and had the 
chance to see the large abandoned Coal Creek 
Dredge. The history of this area is fascinating.  

Our average speed was 5 mph and 30 miles in a 
day. This schedule allowed us to stop as needed, 
camp safely, and complete program tasks such as 
water quality monitoring, sampling & filtration, 
and video recording. 

  
We arrived in Circle on Monday August 15th 
excited to meet the Circle IGAP Coordinators 
Aimee Ludwick and Chief Jessica Fields and 
locals. We dried things out, recharged, 
completed several interviews, and had a great 
visit.  

The next day the four of us got back on the river 
and traveled 15 miles to our next campsite. By 
this point we were officially in the flats. A stretch 
of the river known for its shallow, meandering 
path and very wide profile while the landscape is 
without any hills or mountains. At some points 
the river spans many miles across. It felt like we 
were placed into a setting of a storybook where 
the horizon is endless, only toothed with black 
spruce and thunderstorms. 

Days passed where we wouldn’t encounter any 
sign of people other than the occasional airplane. 
The solid formations of rock and streams we 
encountered in days 1-5 were replaced with sand 
bars and long stretches of erosion banks. These 
banks are often 7 feet tall from the water. Where 
you may expect to see exposed permafrost there 
was very little to none. I recall only seeing ice 
veins once the first few days into the flats.  

We arrived in Ft. 
Yukon on August 
18th where we 
stayed at Tony’s 
B&B. Maryann 
and Danielle were 
able to complete 
interviews and 
Edda and I filmed 
some segments 
with James Kelly 
that will be 
featured in a 
water quality 
science video. We 
were a few days 
behind schedule, 
but because of the 
heavy rainstorm 

coming from the west we decided it was smart to 
stay another day. The winds calmed and gave us 
a chance to leave on August 21st. 

For the next 100 miles or so, this part of the river 
was experiencing heavy erosion, likely 
accelerated by the rainfall. At one point we heard 
something, what sounded like drum beats to me, 
far off in the distance. Getting closer it became 
clear that we were hearing large clumps of dirt 
fall into the river, one after another. If each clump 
of soil averaged .5 cubic foot, this 200-foot 
section of the river was eroding at a rate of about 
100 cubic feet per minute (nonempirical). We 
couldn’t capture video footage because the sun 
was low, but it certainly was an amazing example 
of rapid environmental change.  

On August 23rd we were kindly greeted in Beaver 
by environmental worker Frank Pitka. At the 
tribal hall we met Chief Rhonda Pitka and most of 
the council. They were starting a regular meeting 
but graciously amended the agenda to allow us a 
moment to discuss our programs and objectives. 
We were able to interview several community 
members and conduct a site visit of a potential 
brownfield property. Here, because her 
internship was coming to a close, Danielle 
departed on a flight to Anchorage.  

The three of us camped two nights outside of 
Beaver before reaching Stevens Village on the 
26th. Although their tribal office was closed, we 
were able to walk around and visit the 
community and facilities. Our trip would end 
earlier than planned, getting off at the bridge on 
August 28th due to limited resources and staff 
availability.  For us however, it never really ends 
here; we want to see that a new canoe trip 
explores another section of the watershed every 
year. We will make sure that more community 
members, youth, and other stake holders are 
able to participate and make the journey even 
more productive than it already has been.   

Canoe Trip on Upper Yukon River 
by Willoughby Peterson 
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I really enjoyed participating as logistics for 
this year’s YRITWC 2016 River Trip. I started 

by flying into 
Eagle with 
Lache Wilson, 
from Tok 
Alaska, to 
drive the River 
Crew‘s 
vehicles to 
Fairbanks!  
The flight 
there a little 
scary as we 
had a pilot in 

training and originally all flights were 
canceled due to clouds and rain. We made it!  
The drive took a bit as the roads from Eagle 
were all mud, after Chicken we were alright! 

The next stop for me was to take supplies to 
Circle and pick up supplies and passengers! 
Going to Circle was awesome as I was able to 
see family, friends and my co-workers!  
Thanks to that trip I was able to go back to 
Circle several more times and visit my family. 
I also got to meet Edda’s family from 
Germany, Eddie and Rika! The river in Circle 
was so beautiful and calm at sunrise, could 
just sit there all day.  

And the final 
drive for me was 
to the Yukon 
Bridge!  This was 
very exciting as I 
have never been 
there. Again 
Lache drove 
another vehicle 
so we could pick 
up the River 
Crew. The drive was nice.  Sitting by the river 
waiting on the River crew was so relaxing, 
again it was in the morning and the river was 
so peaceful. 

 

 

DANIELLE’S EXPERIENCE ON THE RIVER 

My favorite part of the river trip was interviewing people and hearing the 
different answers and concerns people had. It was truly an eye opening 
experience for me to be surrounded by a culture who rely on the environment 
around them.  

I also enjoyed the never ending beauty of the Yukon River. It has created the 
most breathtaking bluffs I’ve ever seen in my entire life. The view and sound of 
pure nature is something a lot of people are unable to experience, but this trip 
gave me that. It is something that I’ll remember for the rest of my life! 

 

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT UPDATE 

Tribal Conservation Districts  

Myra Thumma ran the T'ee Drin Jik Tribal Conservation District outreach booth during the Gwich'in Gathering answering questions and 
talking with people about some of the great they have been doing.  

To support Tanana with their Tribal Conservation District efforts we will be working with the community to create subsistence use maps, 
and continuing the water quality sampling. 

Science  

Edda Mutter presented for YRITWC at the BIG workshop in Whitehorse on Indigenous Observation Network - A Community-based 
Transboundary Water Quality Monitoring program 

Borders in Globalization (BIG) is a Canadian-led international research program with the mandate to build excellence in the knowledge of 
border studies. BIG addresses the globalizing forces of security, trade and migration flows, and the challenges of technologies, self-
determination and regionalization around the world that are affecting borders and borderlands.  

BIG is working with the Yukon Research Centre and the Yukon Government to host the second summer institute, Borders in the North, at 
Yukon College, Whitehorse, June 21-22, 2016 

 

The Logistics Behind the River Trip 
by Debra Pitka 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

• Alaska Tribal Conference on Environmental Management (ATCEM) Trainings: Anchorage, AK 

October 24-28,2016 

10/31/16-11/4/16: Hazwoper Training with EMI 

10/24/16: Freon Removal Training with Reilly Kosinski, Total Reclaim 

10/28/16: Water Quality Monitoring Workshop with Dr. Edda Mutter, YRITWC 

More info visit: http://www.atcemak.com/home/training/ 

• BIA’s 26th Annual Tribal Provider Conference: Anchorage, AK 

November 29-December 2, 2016 @ Dena’ina Center  

To register visit:  biaprovidersconference.com 

• Alaska Forum on the Environment (AFE): Anchorage, AK 

February 6-10, 2017: Conference 

11/8/16-11/10/16:  Rural Alaska Landfill Operator (RALO) Training 

For more info visit:  http://www.akforum.org/ 

• Leveraging Resources for Brownfields Revitalization: Meet the Funders 

WEBINAR: October 25, 2016 

10:00am Pacific Time 

To register visit: http://bit.ly/2bp2MgW 

 
Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council 
725 Christensen Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 
99501 
 

http://www.atcemak.com/home/training/
http://www.akforum.org/
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