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News from our Director 

 
 

Field Season Ramps Up 

Thanks to all of you who joined our trainings 

and community meetings this spring to kick 

off the summer work season.  Contrary to 

some places in the world where the livin’ is 

easy, summer in Yukon River Watershed is 

bustling with environmental clean-up work, 

construction projects, and science research 

work, on top of commercial and subsistence 

fishing. Alaskans are a hardy bunch, not 

afraid to break a sweat.   

We saw that in Huslia where we teamed up with AK DEC and Total 

Reclaim to present a Freon Removal and Drum Crusher Training.  It 

was also evident in Fairbanks where tribes across the Interior and 

Lower Yukon were represented at an Asbestos Abatement Training.  

HAZWOPER, a critical training required for a wide range of 

environmental and construction projects, was delivered in Pilot 

Station.  Water quality monitoring training has been offered several 

times this spring and we’re excited to be partnering with IGAP 

coordinators to monitor in their own villages.   

This e-newsletter is a way for the YRITWC to increase its outreach to 

the tribes we serve.  If you know someone who might be interested in 

some of the articles, please pass it along.  We are committed to solid 

waste source reduction, so I urge you to think twice about printing 

out a hard copy.  We are anticipating that the regular semi-annual 

printing of Currents will continue, but the e-newsletter will be 

published more frequently, roughly every other month. 

As summer marches forward expect other announcements from us 

regarding in-person training opportunities, intensive technical 

assistance visits, webinars and audio conferences all designed to 

strengthen tribes and their members in protecting the environment 

and indigenous ways of life.   

Taikuu, 

Kelly 

 

http://goo.gl/EXOo8n 
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Emily Anderson is our new 

Environmental Technician / 

Outreach Coordinator from 

Anchorage. She earned her 

BA in Environment & Society 

from UAA in 2014. 

 

  

Our new Solid Waste 

Management Coordinator is 

Katherine Brower, originally 

from Hooper Bay. Katherine 

has been working with 

Alaskan Native Tribes for 

nearly 20 years on 

environmental issues. 

Thomas Brower is the new 

Drinking Water 

Improvement Project (DWIP) 

Coordinator, initially from 

Barrow. Thomas brings 

many years of experience 

working with tribes to 

protect the environment. 

Meet Our New Staff! 

 

 

Emily Anderson 
Katherine Brower Thomas Brower III 

Intern Spotlight! 

Meet Danielle! Meet Emma! 

  
I am looking forward to 

meeting and working with 

the Indigenous People of 

the Yukon River Watershed 

in hopes to restore and 

preserve the land for future 

generations to come.  

I am also excited for the three-week canoe trip down 

the Yukon River. I chose to intern for YRITWC 

because we share the same passion and vision. 

One day, I hope to obtain a graduate degree in 

Marine Biology. Not only do I want to protect the 

people of Alaska, but also be a voice for the marine 

life that thrives in the Alaskan waters. My dream 

would be to one day study orcas and the endangered 

Cook Inlet Beluga Whale.  

 

 

I chose YRITWC because I am 
interested in the intersection 
between Indigenous issues and 
human rights abroad. When I 
saw the internship with YRITWC, 

I was excited because I think it is 
a wonderful opportunity to return 

to my passion and continue to 

 
learn about Indigenous rights and policy around the 
world. My goal is to work with an NGO either on 
Indigenous rights or with an NGO that concentrates on 
gender violence in international conflict. 
 

I am excited to visit Indigenous communities and talk 
with the people who live there, along with exploring 
Alaska’s parks. I look forward to starting work and 
learning more about the Indigenous experience in 
Alaska! 
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Pilot Station 

Trainings Completed 

 

Trainer, Rex, instructing the Hazwoper class  

May 2016 

In May, staff members, Emily and Katherine coordinated 

a 40 Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency 

Response (Hazwoper) training in Pilot Station. We 

collaborated with Northern Industrial Training (NIT) and 

flew in Rex Frazier, a retired and well-respected Sergeant 

Major. Not only was Rex extremely knowledgeable about 

hazardous waste, his teaching style made the class a lot 

of fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The friendly and welcoming elders  

We had a great turn out, a full class of 20 people and a 

100% pass rate on the final exam. Pilot Station was the 

ideal location to hold the training due to their plans for a 

new runway and relocation of their tank farm. Now the 

community members and future employees have a new 

sense of pride and responsibility in their community with 

their new knowledge of hazardous materials. 

  

The Hazwoper class after receiving certification 

At the end of the last day, the kind people of Pilot Station wanted to show their 

gratitude towards Rex by performing a traditional dance held in his honor. It 

was his first time visiting a rural village in Alaska and he was extremely grateful 

for the opportunity to be a part of the community in such a special way. 

YRITWC would like to give their sincerest thanks to the people of Pilot Station 

and their tremendous generosity.    

 

The traditional dance put on by the community 

HAZWOPER 

 

 

A beautiful day on the Yukon 
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 Fairbanks 
May 2016 ASBESTOS ABATEMENT 

priority Brownfield training this year. During 

the same time as our Hazwoper course, Will 

Peterson coordinated an Asbestos Abatement 

Training course in Fairbanks. We collaborated 

with Adrian from Satori while flying in 

community members from across the state.  

The training consisted of 4 eight-hour 

lessons, a hands-on exam and written exam 

covering over 200 pages of material related  

Many buildings (old and modern) within our 

communities have some type of building material that 

contains a percentage of asbestos fibers. This can 

include some types of vinyl floor tiles, popcorn ceiling, 

adhesives, ceiling insulation, caulking and much more. 

In fact, there is an estimated 3000+ commercial  

Hands on Asbestos training 

Learning the importance of a respirator 

products that potentially contain asbestos. 

Luckily, asbestos isn’t harmful if contained 

– only if it becomes airborne. However, 

projects that deal with demolition or 

renovation can easily stir up these 

materials. This is why the YRITWC 

identified the 40-Hour Initial Course for 

Asbestos Contractors/Supervisors as a 

The Asbestos training class 

to the history, identification, physical properties, regulations and proper removal 

of asbestos containing building materials. The last day of the training consisted of 

a practical application of the methods learned including a containment set-up, 

decontamination, and glove bag exercises.  Six tribal environmental technicians 

from communities within the watershed passed the exam and became certified to 

work on asbestos abatement projects, representing tribes in Huslia, Stevens 

Village, Chevak, and Venetie.  
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Huslia June 2016 DRUM CRUSHER AND FREON REMOVAL  

 

 

A beautiful day in Huslia 

Earlier this month, YRITWC collaborated with Reilly 

from Total Reclaim and Stephen Price from 

Department of Alaska Conservation (DEC) to put on 

a Freon Removal and Drum Crusher training in 

Huslia. The training consisted of one classroom day 

and one hands on Freon extraction for certification.  

 

 

Before and after of the drums 

After taking the exam, the students were able 

to get their hands dirty with Freon Removal in 

the community. Several freezers and 

refrigerators are now ready for back haul. 

Next, participants were 

able to crush empty 

drums by using our 

Drum Crusher. We 

were able to crush 26 

drums! Instead of 

taking up room in their 

community, they were 

condensed to a single 

pallet! 

We even staged some e-waste ready for 

backhaul. The combined trainings in 

Huslia went flawlessly and everyone had 

a great time. YRITWC would like to 

thank Stephen and Reilly for their 

commitment and the kind hospitable 

people in Huslia for a great trip!  

 

Learning Freon basics 
Students getting hands on training 

The class participants and the trainers 
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What Did You Do for Earth Day? 

 

 

Although our Anchorage office is located 

outside of the Yukon River Watershed, 

our staff still wanted to demonstrate 

stewardship towards healthy 

communities. Anchorage is home to 

several streams and to promote healthy 

waterways, we decided to participate in 

The City Wide Clean Up.  

City Wide Clean Up May 2016 

  

Picking up trash as we make our way 

along the Seward Highway 

Our massive collection of 

trash that we collected 

Aerial map of 36th Ave and 

Seward Highway where we 

picked up trash 

 

A selfie with our trash bags! 

 

It was a very fun and successful day! 

We picked up several bags of trash, 

amounting to a couple hundred pounds 

of litter off the street. We encourage 

everyone to get involved in their 

community because the little things 

never go unnoticed. We were so 

pleased of how clean and beautiful the 

highway looked after we picked up all 

the litter. Donating only a couple hours 

of your day can make a huge 

difference. This was the staff’s first City 

Wide Clean up as a group but it 

certainly won’t be our last! 

The group with our collected litter 
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Upcoming Events 

Gwich’in Gathering - Arctic Village 

 Register Here: http://ourarcticrefuge.org/register-for-the-2016-biennial-gwichin-gathering/ 

 The Gwich’in Gathering is a two-day gathering, located on the coastal plain of the 

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge July 26-29, 2016. This event is a celebration of the 

Gwich’in way of life and the protection of the land. 

 

Trainings and Technical Assistance  

 

 

Solid Waste and Drinking Water Improvement Program (DWIP) 

 Various Dates 

 Various Locations 

 

Both Departments are planning several trainings located throughout our Watershed. 

If you are interested in gaining further information about upcoming trainings in your 

communities, we invite you to reach out to Katherine Brower of Solid Waste 

Management (kbrower@yritwc.org) and Thomas Brower of DWIP 

(tbrower@yritwc.org) for more information. 907-258-3337 

Brownfield Site Visit - Rampart and Hughes  

 Willoughby Peterson will be traveling to Rampart, AK June 20-22, 2016 and Hughes, 

AK June 23-24, 2016 to work with their tribal offices on potential Brownfield projects 

and provide program updates 

 

http://ourarcticrefuge.org/register-for-the-2016-biennial-gwichin-gathering/
mailto:kbrower@yritwc.org
mailto:tbrower@yritwc.org
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DWIP Site Visit - Hughes  

 Thomas Brower will be traveling to Hughes June 23-24, 2016 to do a site visit of the 

water plant and conduct village surveys on water issues and other concerns pertaining 

to water sources.  

Native American Grantee Meeting – Marksville, LA 

 Debra Pitka and Maryann Fidel will be traveling to Marksville, LA June 20-24, 2016 for 

the ACF/HRSA Native American Grantee Meeting where they will discuss the work with 

Tribal Conservation Districts and the Indigenous Observation Network, share ideas 

with others doing similar work, and do outreach for the YRITWC. 

Alaska Tribal Conference on Environmental 

Management (ATCEM) – Anchorage, AK 

Register Here: https://logisticsconference.wufoo.com/forms/z1kuowy30vucpo9/ 

 ATCEM is an annual gathering of Tribes, Non-profits, and State and Federal 

organizations to discuss environmental concerns and issues on October 24-28, 2016. 

 If you are interested in presenting at ATCEM, the deadline for abstract submissions is 

August 1, 2016 and must be related to an ATCEM theme such as Water Quality, Solid 

Waste Management, Brownfields, Climate Change, Air Quality, or Traditional 

Ecological Knowledge and Environmental Values.  
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YRITWC Canoe River Trip – Eagle to Tanana 

New staff and programs at the YRITWC have changed a lot in the past few years because 

traveling within Alaska can be difficult when expense opportunities to visit are limited. 

This river journey will reestablish the connections with communities we serve in a cost 

effective way. Staff will have the opportunity to share the projects they are currently 

working on and community members will be able to participate and share their local 

knowledge.  

YRITWC Staff were directed at our 2015 Summit in Minto to develop a mining watchdog 

position, and begin work on fish passage issues. These are complicated issues. While 

visiting each village we will be looking for knowledgeable people to discuss mining issues, 

and fish passage work, in order to better focus future efforts to truly serve the needs of 

those living in the Yukon River Watershed. If you are interested in participating, please 

contact Maryann Fidel at: 907-258-3337 ext. 106, or mfidel@yritwc.org   

Check out the map below to stay up to date on the travel times of our staff members on 

the River! 

If you will be in these communities at the same time as our staff, give us a call!  

 

 

 

 

 

August 2016 
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Science Update 

The Science Departments recent trip to Tanana 

The Science staff has been very busy with 

implementing project activities for Arctic 

GRO, Woods Hole and Administrations of 

Native American grants this spring. Three 

trips were conducted to Pilot Station to 

collect water quality sampling to determine 

nutrient changes in the Yukon River for 

Arctic GRO. We are also in the process of 

completing the ION water quality EPA QAPP 

revisions as well as assisting Minto, Russian Mission, 

Chalkyitsik with their QAPP and water-monitoring 

program.  

The YRITWC is in its last year working on ANA ERE 

Grant supporting the work of Tribal Conservation 

Districts within the Yukon River Watershed. T’ee Drin 

Jik TCD Board has made tremendous progress in the 

last few months. They have formed a Board, 

established bylaws, created a mission statement and 

are receiving additional funding from the USDA NRCS 

for capacity building. Work has begun on high tunnels 

(large greenhouses for gardening), and a fish passage 

project that would remove man made barriers to a 

lake in an effort to bring back the whitefish that 

Elders used to catch. In May the Tanana Tribal 

Council passed a resolution establishing the Tanana 

Tribal Conservation District. The Resolution is 

currently working its way through the USDA process. 

We are excited about all the progress that has been 

made, all the wonderful people and partners that 

have made it happen, and look forward to watching 

these efforts grow!   

For more information please contact Edda 

(emutter@yritwc.org) or Maryann (mfidel@yritwc.org) 

 

 

An aerial view of the Tanana River 

meets the Yukon River 

Thank you for reading! 

Our new intern Danielle learning 

how to do water quality testing  

mailto:emutter@yritwc.org

