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Politics are dominating the national conversation these days.  I 
cannot recall a time during my life when we have been so divided 
as a nation.  Special interest groups have been using those divisive 
tactics here in Alaska, pitting family members against one another 
on salmon habitat protection.  It is a shameful display of greed and 
partisanship that has no place in the Yukon River Basin.
 
I cannot tell you how to vote.  However, I will tell you that the 
leadership here at the YRITWC passed a resolution in support of 
Ballot Measure One, which will protect water quality and salmon 
habitat.  I will tell you that developers are using scare tactics to get 
you to vote “no” on Ballot Measure One.  They are telling you that 
it will kill jobs.  They are telling you that we won’t be able to build 
roads or airports. They’re telling you that we already have adequate 
protections for salmon.  
 
(continued onto page 2)
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All of those statements are untrue.  If passed, the changes to 
regulations would require:
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
·        An assumption that all Alaskan streams host salmon and 
other aquatic life;
 
·        Developers will have to do an assessment of impacts to 
waterways;
 
·        The assessment will be available for public comment, 
allowing for input on decision-making;
 
·        Developers to have mitigation strategies in place to prevent 
mining waste and toxins from being released into waterways. 
 
 
 
 You will ultimately make up your own mind on this based on what 

is best for your children and your children’s children.  It is critical 
that each and every voter show up to the polls and cast a vote, and 
Alaska makes it pretty easy.  Early voting in Alaska begins October 
22nd, and you can go to any absentee voting site to cast your ballot.  
Or you can vote by mail—you don’t need a reason.  Anyone can 
request a mail in ballot here: 
http://www.elections.alaska.gov/Core/votingbymail.php.  Of 
course, you can show up on November 6th and vote with the rest of 
your community.  The point is that we need you to show up.  Go to 
the polls and take three friends with you. Offer to babysit so that a 
parent can make it to the polls.  Get on the CB and call in radio 
shows and urge friends and family to vote.   Every voice matters, 
for all of our children and for generations to come.  
 
Taku, Quyana, Ana Basee' and Mahsi cho,
 
Kelly
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YRITWC Brownfields 
Mobile App Offically 
Launches
by Emily Anderson

 
Since summer, I have been working with our app developers, 
Constituent Outreach Consultants, to create YRITWC’s very first 
mobile app. After lots of testing, emailing, and more testing, the 
app is finally ready to launch.
 
First, either in the Apple App Store or Google Play on your smart 
phone, simply type in YRITWC in the search bar. You will find our 
app with our signature logo. Once downloaded, please explore the 
app! At first glance you can find our staff page, sign up for our 
newsletter, and much more.
 
There are two key features I would like to share with you all. One 
feature is “Request a Service.” In this form, please include your 
personal info such as name, email, and organization. 
 

Above is what the app will look like when you 
are in the app store. 

Then, in the drop down menu, you can select technical 
assistance, training, or a site visit. There is a text box for 
you to specify what you are looking for such as a 
brownfields site visit, drinking water technical 
assistance, or water quality training. This is a great way 
for us to track what types of training we are receiving 
requests for as well as hearing from our environmental 
technicians first hand.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A screenshot of what the homepage of the app 
looks like.



Welcome back 
Tasha!

"Hello! I’m Tasha Mockta, and I am 
Project Assistant with the YRITWC. I am 

Yupik and Hopi. I am originally from 
Bethel, Alaska and am now living in 
Anchorage. I am currently working 
towards getting my BS for Natural 

Science at UAA in the Environmental 
Science concentration. "

 
Third, the toolkit offers summaries of 
the roles and responsibilities of the 
different state and federal agencies in 
the mining process, particularly in 
regard to permitting. It also guides 
users through the public and 
commenting process for permits. 
Fourth, the toolkit offers case studies 
for users to understand how other 
communities have addressed their 
mining concerns. Finally, the toolkit 
includes a glossary for users to 
demystify technical language.

New Mining Toolkit Available 
on Website by Daniel  Ahrens 

 
The main function of this app is “Report a Brownfield.” This form is lengthy but it's 
crucial we get all the information regarding a site for our inventory for when we 
apply for environmental site assessments through the EPA. Every dialog box with a 
* is a required field, meaning the form will not submit unless it is filled out. If the 
question does not apply to the site you are reporting, simply put n/a in its place. 
Something I would like to emphasize is you do NOT need an internet connection 
to fill out this form. I made the connectivity issue in rural Alaska very clear to my 
app developers. Therefore, when you are out at the field filling out the form, please 
save the form. Once you save the form, it is automatically added into the “drafts” 
folder. You DO need internet connection in order to submit the form. Just go into 
the drafts folder and submit the form once you are back at your office, home, or 
wherever you find internet.  When using this form, there will be a box asking 
permission to use your location. Please click ALLOW. That way, we have the exact 
GPS of your site. 
 
I invite you to explore the app and provide any feedback. You can call me directly 
at 907-258-3337 or send me an email with your thoughts at eanderson@yritwc.org. 
 

 
I am excited to announce the release 
of the Yukon River Inter-Tribal 
Watershed Council Mining Toolkit. 
Following up on the 2017 Summit, we 
are expanding our investment in 
programs to help understand the 
impact of mining in the Yukon River 
Watershed. This past summer, while 
interning at the Watershed Council as 
part of the ACF Ted Smith Internship 
program, I compiled a set of resources 
about mining policy in the state of 
Alaska. Through interviews with 
independent experts and government 
officials, the mining toolkit is designed 
to help users understand mining 
impacts in their area, contextualize 
those concerns, and then act through 
the political process!

 
The toolkit is composed of five parts. 
First, the toolkit includes the already 
developed Mining Map tool. This 
online mapping tool pieces together a 
number of data sets to illustrate past, 
present, and future mining projects 
across the Yukon River watershed. 
Second, the toolkit provides 
information on the potential 
environmental impacts of different 
kinds of information.

Want to 
read more!?

The mining toolkit it available on our 
website under "programs" on our menu 

bar. You can also visit it going to 
www.yritwc.org/mining. You can access 

the individual pages or download the 
entire toolkit.

https://www.yritwc.org/mining


The Facts on Ballot Measure 1
by Tasha Mockta

 
Ballot Measure One is an act that would amend Alaska’s fish 
habitat permitting law. This requires the Department of Fish 
and Game (ADF&G) to apply standards for allowing activities 
and developing projects that could potentially harm fish 
habitat. This act would excuse existing projects, operations, or 
facilities that have acquired state and federal permits until a 
new permit is needed. This would create fish and wildlife 
habitat-protection standards, and these standards would 
address but not be limited to water quality, temperature, and 
streamflow. The law allows ADF&G to apply the law in 
habitats that directly or indirectly support salmon or other 
anadromous fish. This would provide for three types of 
permits for development in anadromous fish habitat. There is 
the general permit, which a single permit applies to many 
people, for certain activities. The other is a two-track 
permitting system where minor permits would be issued for 
activities that have a low impact on fish habitat. The other 
would be major permits would be issued for projects that 
could potentially have considerable detrimental effects on the 
fish habitat. The act would authorize ADF&G to minimize or 
avoid damaging effects through mitigation measures and the 
permit conditions; this would also allow ADF&G to respond to 
specified behavior with tickets, fines, or the possibility of 
criminal penalties.

 
The Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council 
(YRITWC) is in coalition with 74 tribal and First Nation 
governments in the United States and Canada. Indigenous 
governments within the Yukon River Basin are ambitious to 
maintain and strengthen the unique cultural, spiritual, and 
material relationship that we have with the ecosystems 
including water and other resources within the ecosystems.  
Recognizing the intent of Ballot Measure One the Executive 
Committee Members throughout the Yukon River Basin are 
in support, due to the values within the law, this supports 
the values and relationships that Indigenous communities 
want to uphold. 
Our mission is to clean up and preserve the Yukon River for 
our own and future generations and are just as ambitious in 
keeping cultural values alive. Ballot Measure One supports 
the YRITWC’s mission to do so. The Watershed Council 
stands behind the Executive Committee Members decision

Note: no federal funds 
were used in the 
production in this piece

Credit: Emily Anderson

November 1, 2018          2:00pm
YRITWC App Webinar

hosted by Emily Anderson
yritwc.clickmeeting.com/yritwc.app

Call in: 844-4-CLICK-M        Pin: 917344#

Election Day is  Nov.  6!



Alaskan Brownfield Leaders 
Take on Washington D.C.

Above: Augusta, Joy, Robert, Kelly, Bailey, and Emily 
before their meeting at Senator Murkowski's office

by Emily Anderson

The last week of September, Kelly and I traveled to 
Washington DC for the National Brownfields Leadership 
Summit. As a part of the YRITWC Brownfields Working 
Group, we were able to bring two participants to the 
Summit. We were accompanied by Robert Myers, IGAP 
Coordinator for Pilot Station and Augusta Edmund, IGAP 
Coordinator for Alakanuk.
 
Although most national gatherings for EPA Brownfields 
focuses heavily on metropolitan and large scale projects, 
Augusta and Robert were enlightened with the economic 
potential of brownfields projects in rural Alaska. We were 
able to make some great connections and the hosts were 
happy to have attendees from Alaska. When traveling, it is 
so important to be vocal about how different rural Alaska 
brownfields projects are. Most people are completely blown 
away to hear about the unique challenges such as conveyed 
BIA properties.
 
Because we cannot lobby with EPA funds, we broke away 
from the Summit on day two to have our own meetings 
with Senator Dan Sullivan and staffers for Senator Lisa 
Murkowski’s office. In the meetings, we were also joined by 
Joy Britt and Bailey Richards, from the Contaminated 
Support Program with ANTHC. We took the opportunity to 
educate the Senators and their staffers about the historic 
issue of contaminated BIA properties in our villages. Robert 
and Augusta had excellent examples from their own villages 
that really resonated with our audience.
 
All in all, the trip was a great success. The group learned a 
lot about brownfields as a whole and its potential and how 
to communicate important issues to Congressional staff 
without lobbying. We were even able to squeeze in some 
sightseeing after work! An important take away from this 
trip was how important teamwork is in the brownfields 
program, both at work and in the village. Brownfields takes 
a tremendous amount of communication, cooperation, and 
teamwork to see these sites move forward. Like the saying 
goes, “it takes a village.”
 

Top and Middle: 
Augusta and Robert 
were the first people 

from their 
communities to visit 
Senators Sullivan's 
office! They got to 

put a pin in the map.
 

Credit:
Emily Anderson

Robert, 
Emily, and 

Augusta stop 
for a selfie 

while touring 
the White 

House.



Welcome to the Team Floyd!

Hello
 
My name is Floyd Green and I am from Rampart Alaska, a village along the 
south bank of the Yukon River, 100 air miles northwest of Fairbanks. I have 
recently been hired as the Environmental Coordinator for the Brownfield 
Program through YRITWC.  I am the oldest son of Doug Green Sr. from 
Galena and Patricia (Wiehl) Green of Rampart. Growing up, I spent every 
summer in Rampart subsistence fishing with my parents, aunties, and 
grandparents, Henry & Betty Wiehl. I attended elementary, middle and high 
school in Fairbanks, Alaska since the school in Rampart was closed due to not 
having enough students. During my senior year in high school I worked part 
time as an administrative assistant for Doyon Facilities and full time for the 
next two years after graduating. In 2011 I moved to Rampart and worked as a 
Chore Provider for the elders which was the primary population of 8 people. 
Fall of 2012 I moved back to Fairbanks and went back to work for Doyon 
Facilities, then in the spring of 2013 I got a call from the newly formed 
Rampart Village Council asking if I would be interested in being the Tribal 
Administrator. I worked as the Tribal Administrator for 5 years in Rampart 
and I was also appointed the 1st Chief and remained the 1st Chief for 5 years. 
During my employment I worked very hard to revitalize my community. 
Some of my major achievements have been re-opening the Rampart School 
after a 15 year closure, developing the Rampart Housing Program directly 
with Housing and Urban Development (HUD), 638 contracting with Bureau 
of Indian Affairs (BIA) for tribal programs, and developing the tribal 
transportation program with Federal Highway Administration (FWHA). 
My goal while working here at YRITWC is to use my existing knowledge of 
the Brownfield Program to help communities within our organization, and 
to also learn more about the program to better assist communities to insure I 
do all I can to help make their home towns a healthy and safe place to live. I 
look forward to working with the communities within YRITWC.
Ana basee' (Thank You)

Recap of Drinking Water 
Activities 
by Thomas Brower

It has been a good summer season and as it ends fall season is 
approaching. It was great to meet new friends during the travels 
to communities while providing trainings on Safe Drinking 
Water & Sanitary Practices and other related materials to 
protect the waters in Yukon River Basin, which every 
community relies on to sustain healthy life.
 
Four communities were visited this summer on behalf of the 
Drinking Water Program, Alakanuk, Nenana, and Fort Yukon in 
collaboration with the Solid Waste Coordinator, providing dual 
trainings. Travels to Scammon Bay were during early spring 
when there was still snow on the ground.
 
The trainings consisted of Integrated Solid Waste Management 
Planning (ISWMP) and Safe Drinking Water. Whenever there is 
ISWMP there’s a section on protection water 
sources/alternative water sources and this is where DWIP 
provides 

training on Safe Drinking Water to protect the watershed, its 
people, and the regulations on proposed development to 
protect the water sources.
 
New addition to the YRITWC website is the Drinking Water 
map. This map is generated to where a tribe/city can provide 
information on the communities water source, traditional 
water sources, or when a tribe or city needs to get access to the 
map. Contact Thomas Brower (907) 258-3337 or email at 
tbrower@yritwc.org and access will be given. 

Training from Fort Yukon              Credit: Katherine Brower



P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

"So what exactly is a 
watershed? A watershed, 
also known as a 
drainage basin, is an 
area of land where all of 
the water drains into one 
large river that 
eventually empties into 
the ocean."

Kari leading a youth education activity in Tanana this summer. 
Credit: Emily Anderson

YRITWC's Watershed Education 
Campaign to Kick Off

by Kari  Young

Have you recently thought about the watershed you live in? 
Have you ever pondered the role you play in that watershed? 
More importantly, do you know exactly what a watershed is? 
Since I started working for the Yukon River Inter-Tribal 
Watershed Council, I have commonly come across many 
individuals, big and small, old and young, who do not fully 
understand what a watershed is. As I mention the organization 
of my work, I frequently am asked, “What is a watershed?” It is 
a word that most have heard but have never really given the 
time to think about its meaning or how that they might 
actually be connected to its definition. Due to this, I have 
made it a work goal of mine to help share education on 
watersheds. I initially started tackling this new work goal by 
sharing, discussing, and demonstrating the definition with 
each educational visit that I conducted on behalf of YRITWC. 
The next step I plan to take in Fiscal Year 2019 is to kick off 
YRITWC’s Watershed Education Campaign.
 
So what exactly is a watershed? A watershed, also known as a 
drainage basin, is an area of land where all of the water drains 
into one large river that eventually empties into the ocean. 
With that definition, one can see why it would be important 
to know what it is and to recognize that individuals have a 
major role in the one that they inhabit. Land is able to 
determine where water goes due to its shape and elevation. 
This is key for people to comprehend to see their role in a 
watershed; people determine through their actions on that 
land whether their trash, pollution, chemicals, etc. will 
eventually end up in their waterways. Meaning that water 
drains from a watershed’s area of land, taking and carrying 

what may be on the land or under its surface through 
groundwater channels. Therefore people must be sure to not 
only take care of what goes directly into their waterways but 
how they managed the land in which water travels along to 
get to those waterways. It all connects from peoples’ actions 
on land to the streams and runoff that lead to the rivers that 
eventually end to the sea’s waters. YRITWC’s Watershed 
Education Campaign will share important information on 
watersheds, positive environmental practices, and more! Keep 
an eye out on the educational material that will be 
disseminated through various channels in the coming year.

A great visual of a watershed
Credit: Kari Young



 

Summer Activities 
for YRITWC’s 
Mining Program
by Maryann Fidel

Mining Talking Circle In Tanana            Credit: Emily Anderson

In 2014 the Yukon River Inter-Tribal 
Council (YRITWC) Mining Program was 
created based on directives at the last two 
of our Summits (in Minto and Carcross). 
YRITWC's newly formed mining program 
does not take a -pro or -anti mining 
stance. Instead it is focused on providing 
non-bias information to support 
communities in making informed 
decisions about mining. This summer the 
science team was able to make progress 
toward this goal. We collected water and 
sediment samples near mines. In addition, 
we hosted four community meetings 
about mining in Rampart, Tanana, Ruby 
and Galena. Also, see Daniel Ahrens, 
YRITWC’s summer intern piece about the 
recently published ‘Mining in Alaska 
Toolkit’.
 
Water and sediment samples were taken to 
provide the data to better understand 
mining impacts to clean water. We 
sampled at abandoned mines near 
Rampart, Tanana, an active mine near 
Ruby, and a proposed mine near Minto (to 
collect baseline data). Many Yukon River 
residents have expressed concerns about 
mining contaminants and their impact to 
water quality. The collected samples will 
be the first steps to assess and evaluate 
water quality condition and their 
associated changes resulting from mining 
activity. These initial efforts will help to 
develop community-based water quality 
monitoring programs. It also will give us 
the scientifically defensible information 
needed to establish our next steps toward 
clean-up and remediation efforts.
 
 

Four community meetings about mining were convened where residents discussed 
the pros and cons of mining, and information needs. The discussion during these 
meetings will keep our mining program rooted in the needs of the communities 
we serve. From these meetings we learned a lot. What sticks with me the most is 
that there isn’t one way of thinking about mines. Opinions about mining vary as 
widely as the actual mines themselves. Some smaller placer mines have excellent 
operators that work hard to hire locals, and ensure environmental protections are 
in place. While other mines have caused extensive damage to the river beds and 
fish habitat, but the responsible party is long gone. Some people we talked with 
expressed concerns about the potential of a   large corporate mine development, 
like Pebble, being proposed in their area, fearing that their voice will be lost in 
protecting the water they depend on.  While particular concerns about, and 
benefits from mining varied, everyone we talked to was motivated to protect their 
clean water.  
 
We look forward to continued work on mining, which will include additional water 
and sediment sampling, working with miners and communities to cleanup old 
abandoned mining ‘junk’ and potential work on transboundary mining issues.  
Building on the spirit of collaboration that first brought YRITWC signatory First 
Nations and Alaska Native Tribes together we hope to work with all relevant 
stakeholders to minimize the impacts of mining to clean water in the Yukon River 
and its tributaries.

Mining Talk Circle in Ruby during the river trip            Credit: Daniel Ahrens



MAKING A SPLASH: YRITWC's 
River Trip 
Overview

by Kari  Young

YRITWC’s River Trip this summer was a 
big success! Overall, four communities 
were visited and about 300 miles were 
clocked in. Within the trip’s 23-day 
timespan, staff led four community 
mining talking circles, 2 educational youth 
activities, took water quality parameter 
readings of the river for the entire trip, 
collected 25 environmental samples, and 
connected with local tribal staff on 
environmental issues such as potential 
Brownfields sites and more. Staff stopped 
in the communities of Rampart, Tanana, 
Ruby, and Galena, staying a few days in 
each of these stops. On the stretches 
between communities, staff camped along 
the river’s banks; this made each 
community visit a very welcoming stop 
for the team.
 
The journey was split into two different 
legs with Tanana being the dividing factor. 
The journey started on Monday, July 23rd 
with a long drive from Anchorage to the 
Yukon River Bridge on the Dalton 
Highway. The first leg of the crew 
included staff members: Edda, Maryann, 
Emily and Kari with the addition of 
Leanna from our partner organization, the 
Northwest Boreal Landscape Conservation 
Cooperative. On the morning of July 24th, 
the five river crewmembers put three 
heavily loaded canoes in the mighty 
Yukon and headed west. The first leg of 
the trip was fortunate to have the sun 
shining on them for a majority of the time. 
However, it proved to be hard work 
unloading the boats, setting up camp, 
cooking meals, cleaning up, and filtering 
drinking water only to go load up the 
canoes to go down river and do it all over 
again after a single night’s sleep. A few 
other additional challenges were windy 
days on the water and unwanted insect 

visitors. However, the views that the 
Yukon River offered and the 
opportunity to develop a connection 
with the powerful waterway 
triumphed any discomforts that may 
have occurred.
 
The second leg of the trip departed on 
August 3rd after a crew switch-out in 
Tanana. This leg included Edda, 
Maryann, and Daniel, YRITWC’s 
summer intern. This leg was faced 
with even more challenges than the 
prior such as stormy weather bad 
enough to postpone travel, high winds 
that were strong

enough to blow one of the canoes away (it 
was later found by a kind fellow river 
traveler), and a high influx of swarming 
insects. Even with these challenges, staff 
still were able to make their planned 
community visits on time and continue 
their work. The crew flew out from their 
final destination of Galena and back home 
on August 15th. Overall, both legs of the 
trip naturally developed a great 
camaraderie and shared many laughs with 
each other as well as community 
members. 
YRITWC would like to thank all of the 
gracious and welcoming folks that they 
came across in their journey down the 
river. We are so appreciative for the 
hospitality shown to us in Rampart, 
Tanana, Ruby, and Galena.

Special thank you to Rampart, 
Tanana, Ruby, and Galena

Edda and 
Maryann 
enjoying the 
day on the river.
 
 
Credit:
Daniel Ahrens

The team 
fueling up 
before a long 
day of paddling.
 
Credit:
Maryann Fidel



Highlights of the 2018 
Yukon River Canoe Trip!



At every stop, I was 
amazed with how 

welcoming everyone 
was, particularly the 
Tribal environmental 

staff

Internship Reflection 
by Daniel  Ahrens

This summer, I had the awesome 
opportunity to intern with the Yukon River 
Inter-Tribal Watershed Council. I was really 
excited to work at the Watershed Council 
this summer as I previously worked in 
Native American policy for the federal 
government and studied water quality at 
school, but did not have the opportunity to 
combine the two until this summer.  
 
I spent most of my summer working on the 
Mining Toolkit which you can find more 
information about in another article in this 
newsletter. While working in the YRITWC 
office this summer, I saw how the 
Watershed Council functions from samples 
coming in and out of the office to 
strategizing around grant funding for the 
organization. It was also fun to work with 
everyone at the office, whether it was 
sharing a laugh with Katherine, hooking the 
office on Wild Scoops ice cream, or 
spending time with Abbi and Clover (the 
two most adorable members of the team).
 
I had the amazing opportunity to spend two 
weeks on the Yukon River at the end of the 
internship. After dropping the team off for 
the first leg of the trip at the bridge, I drove 
our truck back to Anchorage and a few days 
later flew out to meet the team in Tanana. 
Joining up with the “River Goddesses,” I was 
dropped right into water quality testing and 
a community meeting. It is always amazing 
to get off the road system in Alaska and I 
was blown away by the size and beauty of 
the river. Travelling through Ruby and 
Galena, we continued to host meetings and 

test the water. At every 
stop, I was amazed 
with how welcoming 
everyone was, 
particularly the Tribal 
environmental staff. 
 
When we were 
paddling on the river, 
it was an exciting 
challenge. Travelling 
down the river by 
canoe made me 
appreciate the river in 
a new way.First, the 
physical toll it took to 
travel was hard. 

Whether it was setting up camp when I could barely feel my arms after a day of 
paddling or trying to avoid going crazy because of the mosquitoes, it made me 
a stronger person. Second, it was an interesting mental challenge. In the day to 
day of modern life, everything happens so quickly, but when I traveled down 
the river, I couldn’t control my schedule. My sense of time was shaped by the 
flow of the river, and it felt amazing to enjoy the river in the same way that 
people have enjoyed it for years. 
 
My internship was a transformational experience for me and I will sorely miss 
the Watershed Council. My next step is to work at the Anchorage Museum on 
an interdisciplinary resilience initiative. But as they say, “Once a river goddess, 
always a river goddess.”

The river trip crew teams up with Kathleen, Manny, Cliff, and 
Kayla (from left to right) to do water samples in Tanana.

The river trip crew's route and 
activities done during the trip.      
 
 
 
Credit: Maryann Fidel



Infographic made by Kari Young

Community Spotlight: 
Northway, AK
by Thomas Teasdale

After collecting over six hundred vehicles, we crushed and 
backhauled 647 so far. We have about another 122 more to 
haul into a recycle site. 
 
Northway collected a baled over 1,330 tires with several 
thousand more being collected. We also had a project to 
collect plastic bottles and over 5,000 were collected. 
 
What I thought was going to be an impossible project goal of 
collecting 1,000 batteries of all sizes over four months, I was 
proven wrong. Within the first three days, due to my surprise, 
678 batteries were collected. The overall project ended with 
nearly 2,000 batteries! We have continued to collect batteries 
and have about an additional 200, including vehicle and small 
batteries. 
 
 

Update  on Northway 
Recyc le  Program

8,200 pounds of  e-waste

16,200 pounds of copper wire

256,000 pounds of light metal

backhauled out of Northway!

Want to submit 
an article?

Contact Emily Anderson
eanderson@yritwc.org



IS YOUR COMMUNITY INTERESTED IN HOSTING A HAZWOPER TRAINING? 

YRITWC IS OFFICIALLY CONTRACTING OUR TRAINING SERVICES.

PLEASE CONTACT KATHERINE BROWER FOR MORE INFO

KBROWER@YRITWC.ORG        907-258-3337

Solid Waste 
Management Update
by Katherine Brower

This summer, the Solid Waste Management 
department had trainings in Holy Cross, Stevens 
Village and Fort Yukon. Communities that 
attended to the trainings at the host villages above 
were from Arctic Village, Beaver, Chalkyitsik, 
Emmonak, Fort Yukon, Koyukuk, Minto, Nenana, 
Shageluk, and, Stevens Village; total number of 
people that attended the trainings were 21. Topics 
for training were on House Hold Hazardous 
Waste, Intergrated Solid Waste Management, 
Freon Removal, Drum Crusher, combined with 
the Drinking Water Improvement program.
 
A total of 655 drums were crushed from the 
villages including Chalkyitsik, Holy Cross, Fort 
Yukon, and Ruby. Ruby used their heavy 
equipment to crush their cleaned out drums. 
Because of these trainings on proper cleaning and 
crushing drums there is more land available in 
the landfills and cleaner villages. The drum 
crusher is in Fort Yukon for the winter and is 
slated to be used starting in Beaver and Tanana 
next summer. If your community is in between 
Beaver and Tanana and you would like to use the 
drum crusher, please contact Katherine Brower 
for more information.
 
 

Communities that attended the trainings on Intergrated Solid Waste 
Management plans have better information so that they can be eligible to 
apply for more funding towards their landfill operations, equipment or 
supplies. Having Intergrated Solid Waste Management Plan is a strong 
asset to have so that your community can include it as an attachment for 
grant funding for landfills up to $30,000. 
 
The Solid Waste Management trainings are successful and rewarding, 
because of the trainings the inspection scores for Class III landfills are 
improving from the State of Alaska Solid Waste Technicians that are 
required to do inspections every three years.
 

Participants learning how to operate the 
Drum Crusher
Credit: Katherine Brower


