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Justice at Last
BY KELLY DONNELLY ,  ALASKA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The YRITWC’s long struggle to see justice done in the embezzlement case of 
David M. McGraw came to an end Friday, March 1, 2019.  McGraw appeared in 
the U.S. Federal Courthouse before U.S. District Judge Ralph Beistline and 
pled guilty to charges one and six of the seven-count indictment.  The 
hearing was attended by the YRITWC Executive Committee, alternates, elder 
advisors, and other interested stakeholders. 
 
Prior to the hearing, Executive Committee members had provided written 
statements to the court describing how the case had impacted each of them, 
as well as the organization.  During the hearing oral testimony was provided 
by Karen Kriska, YRITWC Treasurer, Sarah James, Elder Advisor, and Kelly 
Donnelly, AK Executive Director.
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McGraw has pled guilty to embezzling funds 
from the YRITWC between 2010 and 2014 while 
he was employed as the chief financial officer, 
using those funds to buys guns, pay for online 
pornography, and lease a plane from a family 
member.  Ms. Donnelly noted in her testimony 
that, “Embezzlement from the YRITWC, a 
Native-led organization, is especially 
damaging as it comes at the expense of 
important tribal environmental programs 
intended to benefit public and environmental 
health in tribal communities from the Bering 
Sea coast to the headwaters of the Yukon 
River in British Columbia.  His crimes have 
cost the YRITWC not only the stolen funds, but 
also more than $2.2 million in additional 
expenses and lost funding opportunities.”
 
Despite an attempt by the defense to sway the 
judge’s decision regarding a jail sentence, 



Does your community need an assessment 

done on a contaminated site?

Hello! Just a little reminder to everyone of the Biennial 
Summit happening this year! As pre-approved at the 
summit in 2017 in Carcross/Tagish First Nation, it will be 
held in Emmonak, Alaska this fall in September on the 11th-
13th (09/11/10-09/13/19). We would love for communities and 
delegates to keep in mind of tribal resolutions that they 
would like to present at the summit.
 
On top of keeping the 2019 Biennial Summit on the horizon, 
we will be accepting donations and volunteer forums! They 
will be accessible on the website, or you may contact me 
via email at tmockta@yritwc.org.
 

Gearing up for the 2019 Summitt
BY TASHA MOCKTA,  PROJECT ASSISTANT

McGraw was sentenced to 18 months in a federal 
penitentiary, two years of supervised release, and restitution 
to be paid to both the YRITWC and the IRS. 
Thank you to all of you who stood by the YRITWC as we 
navigated these challenging waters.  We have been 
rebuilding since this episode and look forward to many years 
of continued service to the Tribes and First Nations of the 
Yukon River Basin.
---

Something to expect from the departments at the 
summit include:
-Our IGAP Coordinator Kari with the Youth Strand
-Maryann will be updating us with the Mining Program 
she has been working on and convening a resilience 
workshop happening a day prior to the summit
-Brownfields program updates and the Brownfields app 
update from Emily and Floyd
-Edda will be doing some Water Quality Training
Also, there will be Representative elections for Executive 
Committee Chairs for the following regions:
Yukon Flats
Lower Yukon
Feel free to contact me with any questions!
---

Our Brownfields program is currently seeking applications 
on Phase 1/2 Environmental Site Assessment for our 
summer season. Please contact Emily 
(eanderson@yritwc.org) or Floyd (fgreen@yritwc.org) to fill 
out a questionnaire about the site. 
 
Or give us a call for more information 907-258-3337
 

Photo: Kwik Pak 2019
 We are currently seeking input from tribes about 

trainings they feel are needed for their Tribal 
Environmental Technicians (TET’s). There have been 
forms mailed earlier this winter and we have only 
received four back out of the fifty-four tribes, this form 
has also been added to our website. The five training 
options we plan to offer are; Brownfield 101, Oil Spill 
Response, Home Heating Oil, Community Brownfields 
Site Plan, and Qualified Samplers Training. We are also 
wanting to know if your community is willing to host 
one of these training in your community.    
 
If you have any further questions or concerns regarding 
trainings, or if you community is willing to host a 
training  please feel free to contact me at 
fgreen@yritwc.org.
---

2019 Brownfields 
Training Outreach
BY FLOYD GREEN,  ENVIRONMENTAL 
COORDINATOR 
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Science Department Update
BY EDDA MUTTER ,  SCIENCE DIRECTOR

It has been a busy winter filled with exciting moments for the Science 
department. First at all, I am very delighted to congratulate Neil McGrath 
and Jody Inkster, our former YRTIWC Whitehorse environmental 
scientists on their Master degrees. We are proud of these two young 
Indigenous scientists, as they are the future to the protection and 
preservation of our environment. I was particularly honored to serve on 
Neil’s gradate committee as his thesis on “How Indigenous Knowledge is 
represented in environmental co-management plans in the Yukon: An 
evaluation of protected areas management plans." His thesis outlines the

importance of Indigenous Knowledge being integrated into resource 
management planning process. I am also delighted to inform you that 
the Indigenous Observation Network (ION) team made progress with 
several new publications. This fall our project partners the USGS, Nicole 
Herman-Mercer, Ronald Antweiler, Ryan Toohey and Paul Schuster, 
University of British Columbia, Nicole Wilson, and myself published a 
paper to provide evidence that community-based water quality 
monitoring programs, such as our ION generate high quality data that is 
accurate, precise, and reliable. This publication is a step towards 
increasing recognition of all our Alaska Tribes and First Nations 
technicians' hard work. That data produced from this network is of great 
value to ourselves and outside stakeholders. I also had the pleasure to 
present this publication at the American Geophysical Union Conference 
in D.C. Washington in December, a conference visited from hundreds of 

Thank You for a Great 
AFE & ATCEM!

We would like to thank everyone for 
attending ATCEM and AFE this 
season. 
 
YRITWC was quite busy at both 
conferences with several 
presentations and trainings. 
 
If you were unable to attend a 
session that YRITWC lead such as 
Emily's presentation on our new 
contaiminated sites reporting app or 
Maryann's presentation on using 
drones for site monitoring- please 
reach out to us! We would be more 
than happy to share the 
presentations with you! 
 
See you next conference! 

Join YRITWC’s IGAP email listserv to keep updated on trainings and 
other opportunities for your IGAP department. Email Kari at 

kyoung@yritwc.org to join!

Photo: Maryann Fidel 2019
 Tasha Mockta collecting water samples in Tanana earlier this month

 



Upcoming Yukon River Travels

There is nothing I love more than spending time in Alaska’s wild 

places. It is where I feel the most happy and at home. Some of 

my earliest memories are out on the land and water with my 

family. I remember my dad waking me up at 4:00am to go out 

fishing. I would struggle against sleep quickly putting on 

different colored socks. I did not want to get left behind. On 

these trips we would spend time in the villages too. I remember 

watching the men bring their fish in, joking with each other in 

Yup’ik. I didn’t understand what was said, but I did understand 

the joy that they felt in providing food from the land for their 

loved ones; in being self-sufficient, strong, and one with the 

landscape. Today I feel honored to work with Alaska Native 

peoples in protecting clean water on the Yukon River.

BY MARYANN FIDEL, ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST We are gearing up for another productive and busy 

summer season. We will be traveling the Yukon River 

by canoe to Galena, Koyukuk, Nulato, and Kaltag. Our 

activities include setting up permafrost monitoring 

sites, providing training opportunities for Tribal 

Environmental Professionals (in erosion monitoring 

and water quality), sampling for climate change 

indicators at established sites, environmental 

education opportunities for the kids, and talking to 

residents about landscape values and resilience. Right 

now the mosquitoes, rain and fatigue common on 

these trips seems far away. All that is on my mind is 

the sunny days, good conversation over coffee, the 

midnight sun, and watching the tundra as we quietly 

float by. Keep an eye out for us in your community!

Due to popular demand, YRITWC is working to put together a 
comprehensive training on the use of drones in environmental work. At 
this point we are unsure of the exact timing for the training. It is 
envisioned that the training would cover everything a person would need 
to pass the FAA UAS 107 test, which is required if you are using a drone for 
anything other than ‘hobby’ purposes. It would also include hands-on 
exercises, examples and guest speakers who are using drones for a variety 
of purposes. Registration is $550. Please contact Maryann Fidel if you are 
interested in attending, mfidel@yritwc.org.

scientists located all over the world.  Another 
publication was released by Nicole Wilson and Terre 
Satterfield, University of British Columbia, Jody Inkster, 
University of Alberta/Yukon College and myself 
describing the ION as a case study to demonstrate the 
importance of Indigenous people participating in 
monitoring programs that contributes to improve our 
understanding of environmental changes and informs 
internal and external decision making. I would like to 
express my greatest gratitude to all of our long-term 
ION partners for their support and commitment to 
enhance the Science program.
---
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Summer 2019 travel route

Map: Maryann Fidel 2019
 



This summer we plan to 
visit Hughes and Huslia ,  
two communities that 
could be affected by the 
construction of the 
Ambler Road. This is a 
road has been called, 
‘The Road to Riches’ as it 
would open new areas to 
mining. We plan to 
sample at existing mines 
near these communities ,  
and if needed support 
them in responding to 
the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement for the 
Ambler Road that is 
expected to be 
published sometime this 
summer.

RECAP OF MARCH 2019 EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE MEETING

Mining Program
BY MARYANN FIDEL, 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST 

Photo: Maryann Fidel 2018
 

BY FANNIE DOCK, OFFICE MANAGER

The Quarter 2 EC Meeting was held in Fairbanks on March 1 ,  2019. We 
had an awesome turn out with all the Primary and Alternate Executive 
Committee members and Elder Advisors with the exception of two 
who did not make it due to weather and one Elder Advisor wasn’t able 
to attend. 
 
The morning session was spent attending the sentencing hearing for 
David McGraw. After the hearing, the EC had a brief meeting with the 
prosecuting team where questions were answered and a final closure 
to YRITWC’s ‘black chapter ’ .  The EC are eager to continue moving 
forward with YRITWC’s mission and vision. We had a special early 
birthday celebration lunch for EC Chairman, Clarence Alexander at the 
Cookie Jar.
 
The afternoon session was the meeting at Pike’s. The meeting started 
with YRITWC staff presentations: Environmental Scientist Maryann 
Fidel did a powerpoint presentation on the YRITWC Mining Program; 
Brownfield Environmental Coordinator Floyd Green gave a powerpoint 
update on the Brownfields Program and Summit Coordinator Tasha 
Mockta led a discussion on the 2019 Biennial Summit Planning. It was 
a good session where the EC and Elder Advisors were all engaged 
with questions and ideas during each presentation. The meeting 
adjourned after some Admin matters were discussed.

Photo: Maryann Fidel 2019
 Floyd Green discussing brownfield issues in the Yukon River 
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2019 TANANA CHIEFS CONFERENCE 
CONVENTION
BY FLOYD GREEN, ENVIRONMENTAL 

COORDINATOR

I  attended five out of six sub-regional meetings 
within Tanana Chiefs Conference Communities/ 
Yukon River Inter Tribal Watershed basin; Yukon 
Flats ,  Yukon Tanana, Yukon Koyukuk, Upper 
Tanana, Lower Yukon. During these meetings I did 
a presentation on the 2013 Yukon River Water 
Management Plan by providing information about 
the benefits and need for the plan to be adopted 
by each community/region. Later that week, Emily 
and myself had an informational booth at the 
convention to provide information about the 
services we offer. It  was a great turn out and I am 
very excited to have to opportunity to work with 
our communities.
 
I f  you have any further questions or concerns 
regarding adopting the Yukon River Water 
Management Plan  please feel free to contact me 
at fgreen@yritwc.org.
---

Floyd Green and Emily Anderson were able to 
spread the word about Brownfields while 

tabling at the 2019 TCC Convention. Thanks 
for having us!

Photo:Emily Andersonl 2019
 

OUT WITH THE OLD- IN WITH 
THE NEW!
NEW BROWNFIELDS DATABASE 
LAUNCHING SOON!
BY EMILY ANDERSON, OUTREACH 

COORDINATOR
 
Launching the end of this month- YRITWC will 
be creating a new database for our 400+ 
brownfields sites. Because this wil l  be a work 
in progress,  expect new sites being updated 
weekly. 
 
I t  is our mission in the brownfield 
department to keep the public and our tribal 
members informed what hazards might be in 
their community. With that said,  if  you have 
not updated a site in quite some time, please 
reach out to us. Many of our sites have old 
information so we are working hard to get 
them updated.
 
Feel free to reach out for any questions and 
keep an eye out for the official launch! 
---

WANT TO UPDATE A BROWNFIELD 
SITE ON YOUR SMART PHONE?
 
Download our app! Simply search YRITWC in 
your app store. Once downloaded, click on 
"report a brownfield." You can click save and 
resume your form later before submitting! 
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SPOTLIGHT ON PILOT 
STATION YOUTH
BY KARI YOUNG, IGAP COORDINATOR

As an avenue to be more inclusive to youth, last 
fal l  YRITWC encouraged consortium Tribes to 
nominate two youth interested in environmental 
issues for a travel sponsorship to attend the 
Alaska Forum on the Environment in Anchorage. 
This year the youth chosen were Vassily Myers,  
14 years old,  and Heavenleah Heckman, 15 years 
old,  of Pilot Station. A major reason the selection 
committee at YRITWC chose these two 
impressive individuals was the essays they wrote 
for their nomination application, one focusing on 
climate change and the other on local 
environmental issues. In addition, Vassily and 
Heavenleah were will ing to read their essays and 
answer questions for the Youth Track at the 
Alaska Forum on the Environment. Unfortunately ,  
due to Western Alaska winter weather ,  they were 
never able to make the conference to share their 
essays. For this reason I would like to share 
their essays here and to put the spotlight on 
these two inspiring youth. Check out their 
essays below! Many thanks to Vassily and 
Heavenleah for sharing their essays and to 
Robert with Pilot Station Tribal Council for 
nominating them.
---

THE EFFECTS OF GLOBAL 
WARMING
BY VASSILY MYERS, PILOT STATION YOUTH

Global warming is an issue that affects us all .  As 
more and more pollutants enter our atmosphere, 
the earth continues to warm. As it warms up, 
there are increased amounts of f looding, 
disruption of local habitats for animals ,  and in 
increasing number of hurricanes and tornadoes, 
al l  increasing in intensity.

Antarctica is a great example of this warming 
on the earth. It has been losing bil l ions of 
tons of ice each year since 2002. As the ice 
is added to the ocean, this affects the ocean 
current ,  causing increased flooding of coastal 
area and stronger than normal storms. 
Seasons will  change. Winter will  come early 
in some areas, while others will  remain 
warmer than normal.
 
Furthermore, as the coastal areas flood, there 
will  be an increase in mosquitos in the 
summer. This will  bring disease to the human 
and animal populations.
 
Global warming is an issue we all must face 
now or face consequences in the future. As a 
student in the 8th grade, I  want to make it a 
priority to study our local environment and 
see how global warming is affecting Alaska.
---

Photo Robert Myers 2019
 

Vassily Myers outside Pilot Station SchoolPhoto Robert Myers 2018
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P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H
Heavenleah Heckman outside Pilot Station School

Photo Robert Myers 2019
 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
OF PILOT STATION
BY HEAVENLEAH HECKMAN, PILOT STATION 

YOUTH

My home of Pilot Station is a small rural vil lage, 
located in the Yukon Delta region of Alaska. The 
environment that surrounds our vil lage is 
extremely important to our survival .  We are 
surrounded by beautiful trees which can be used 
for cabins, f irewood, and they provide shelter for 
moose and other animals in the area. 
Additionally ,  the Yukon River provides a water 
source and fishing for subsistence. It is a 
wonderful place to live.

However,  there is one thing I feel needs to be 
changed to make my home town a cleaner and 
healthier place to live. The Pilot Station landfil l  
is located in an area located at the entrance to 
our vil lage. As visitors come in to the vil lage 
they must pass the landfil l .  This presents an 
eyesore.
            Additionally ,  the landfil l  is located 
across from our school. When the dump is set 
to burn, it produces a huge amount of toxic 
smoke that blows toward the school and 
presents a health hazard. Students in the 
school are forced to smell and inhale some of 
the smoke.
            Furthermore, the wind blows all the 
trash around, and often the trash escapes from 
the confines of the refuse area and litters the 
surrounding land. This makes our area 
unhealthy and unclean.
            It  is important to keep things like the 
dump in check so our environment will  be kept 
safe,  healthy, and green for future generations 
to live here.
---

RESILIENCE 
WORKSHOP

YRITWC will be hosting a Resilience Workshop prior to the YRITWC Summit 
in Emmonak, on September 10th. During the workshop, we will  discuss 
current understanding of environmental change and how it is affecting 
residents of the Yukon River Basin. Discussions will  be geared toward 
practical ,  workable solutions to challenges. Traditional Knowledge and 
Wisdom will play a central role in these discussions. Please contact Maryann 
Fidel (mfidel@yritwc.org) if you're interested in attending. PAGE 8



ENVIRONMENT 
WORD SEARCH
MADE BY KARI YOUNG

BIA SITES WITHIN YRITWC
BY FLOYD GREEN, 

ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR

team. I look forward to furthering my journey 
with YRITWC. 
 
One of the first tasks I was assigned when I 
started was the to inventory all of the of BIA 
sites within the YRITWC Basin, either it being the 
school building or the tank farms left in 
communities. After finding which communities 
had BIA sites I then went onto finding out who 
was the land owner of the site. I  found who the 
land owner was then I created timelines for each 
site and who started as the land owner and who 
became the current owner.
 
There are 19 reported and recorded BIA sites 
within the Yukon River basin, this does not 
include the whole state of Alaska.  Our goal here 
at YRITWC is to work in collaboration with BIA to 
get these sites cleaned up at the discretion of 
BIA and not the tribe/Corporation/or City ,  etc.
 
I f  you have any further questions or concerns 
regarding BIA or Brownfield sites please feel free 
to contact me at fgreen@yritwc.org.
---

Thank you 907 SWAT for the 1st 
Solid Waste Summit! 

Photo:Augusta Edmund 2019
 

I t  has been a great start to my 
new position as Brownfield 
Environmental Coordinator 
here at YRITWC. I enjoy the 
work I have done this far and 
really appreciate the YRITWC

YRITWC staff members had a great time at 
the first annual Solid Waste Summit in 
Anchorage. We all are looking forward to 
what 907 SWAT has in-store for the future!
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