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The YRITWC is gearing up for the new year with department expansions, new training opportunities, growing partnerships. 
From recognition at the United Nations to global ripples of the Healing Journey, 2009 has brought more attention than ever 
before to the incredible work of Yukon River Watershed Tribes and First Nations to clean and protect our watershed and its 
many gifts. Read inside for a glimpse at what we’ve been up to lately.
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It’s that time of year again, time to be with loved ones, help those less 
fortunate and reflect on the year past. For the Watershed Council, the year has 
been busy. We have seen an expansion of programs and projects unprecedented 
in our organization’s history. From a hydro project in Ruby and a solar/wind 

system in anaktuvuk Pass to the expansion of the water quality program 
to the waters of atlin Lake and on to the Phase II environmental Site 
Assessment in the Brownfields program, things are happening. Other 

exciting firsts for the Watershed Council include the active layer (above 
permafrost) study that began in august near Whitehorse and the 

BackHaul and Hazardous Waste/emergency Response Training 
Program that is being expanded to include the entire Watershed. 

The Healing Journey that began in atlin and traveled to Lake 
Laberge was an exciting start to one of the major highlights of the year, the 

Summit. Many Thanks to Kwanlin Dun and Ta’an First Nations for their 
generous welcome and support without which the event would not 
have been possible. During the Summit ideas were shared, intense 
discussions ensued, great meals were savored and an evening with 

comedian Mitch Factor was enjoyed by all. Out of the three days came 
direction from the leadership for the future of the Watershed Council. This 
direction will lead us on an exciting path toward the goal of “being able to 
drink directly from the Yukon River”. 

So, as we settle into this festive time of year, hug your loved ones, be kind to the less 
fortunate and look forward to a great year ahead!

YRiTWC 
guiding PRinCiPles
We Will sTRive To:
Be good Listeners  

Be Honest
Be Consensual 
Be Trustworthy
Be Respectful

Be Timely
Be Unifying
Be Flexible

Be Tenacious
Be Non-judgemental 

Be Fair and equal 
Have Integrity
Share Wisdom    
Be Inclusive 

Be Bold
Be Patient

We are always 
looking for partners 
from the for-profit 
world who support 
our efforts to 
contribute a portion 
of their 1% to our 
work.

Paddling out on the lake this summer 
with visitors and guests to this land I 
remembered what our ancestors must 
have lived like. The weather was the 
best it could be, the lake was like 
glass-- clear water and good company! 
My husband Harold and  I had the 
opportunity to host and escort the 
Healing Journey canoes through part of 
our traditional territory.  

This was a spur of the moment 
decision and we went for it. We were 
blessed with good weather and good 
people from New Zealand, USa and us 
two locals.

I had never paddled a great distance 
before by canoe, and this was the first 
time to see and experience the land and 
water by my own horsepower, as well 
as my fellow paddlers in 
the canoes.  Relationships 
were forged, trust was 
built, and water samples 
were taken all the way 
from atlin Lake, B.C.  to 
Helen’s Fish Camp on 
Lake Laberge, home of 
the Taan gwichin People.  
Part of the vision of the 
YRITWC is to know 
both scientifically as well 
as traditionally what is 
happening with the river, 
and we have strived to do 
so since the beginning of 
the Watershed Council in 
1997 at galena.

The “great Mother 
River” it has been 
called. Just like our 
mothers provide life and 
sustenance to all who live 
along her, within her, so 
do the rivers.

Up here in this country we are Lake 
people; I have little knowledge of river 
travel, and a respectable fear of them, 
by virtue of no experience on them at 
all.  My ancestors speak of a time when 
they had to cross and traverse many 

rivers, a time when it was necessary to 
know the river as well as travel it.  My 
generation was raised in town, attended 
school, moved away from the land, 
travelled by combustion engine, and got 
used to convenient fast travel.

Paddling the lake this summer I was 
at peace with my thoughts,  my eyes 
were open to the land,  I could see fish 
and my ears were  singing the song 
of the water, the animals, the birds. 
I saw things differently, everything 
slowed down and I could feel the pulse 
of creation at work with one another-
- something one can miss heading to 
your destination with more horses than 
your own.  

The old people would sail and 
paddle these lakes and I can just 
imagine their daily life.    I am grateful 

for them and 
the trail-
blazing they 
did, thankful 
for the 
knowledge 
they have 
passed 
down.  
They knew 
things and 
took care 
of things, 
all things. 
appreciative 
of the people 
all the way 
along the 
River for the 
knowledge 
that flows 
today to us, 
of a time 
when there 

was no time, not long ago when all 
things were fat, when we needed each 
other to live, understood our water, 
grateful for the relationships, and our 
fellow paddlers, gunalchise! (Thank 
you in Tlingit).

We are proud to announce the 
addition of four signatories to the 
Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed 
Council accord! Kaska Tribal 
Council, the Ross River First Nation, 
the Daylu Dena First Nation, and the 
Deese River First Nation have joined 
66 other Tribes and First Nations 
in pledging their commitment to 
the protection and preservation of 
the Yukon River watershed.  This 
brings the total number of tribal 
government accord signatories to an 
impressive seventy!

Accord Acquires 
New Signatures

‘Tis the Season

Merry Christmas and A 
Happy New Year from All of Us

by Jon Waterhouse, alaska regIon dIreCtor

River of Life
reader submIssIon by Colleen James

CarCross, yukon terrItory
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anaktuvuk Pass is a pocket of beauty 
set in the far north-central region of the 
Yukon River Watershed. The Inupiat 
community of ��0 in the central 
Brooks Range is about as remote as 
you can get in alaska.

Residents endure some of the 
coldest winter temperatures in alaska. 
The region is treeless, therefore 
biomass energy 
resources are 
scarce. With no road 
or large river access, 
all petroleum based 
fuels must be flown 
in by plane. at $8.00/ 
gallon for stove oil 
and $10.00/gallon for 
gasoline, the cost of 
living in anaktuvuk 
Pass is one of the 
most expensive in 
the Nation.

To say that the Science Department 
had a full summer would be an 
understatement!  With an array of 
hard-working interns, contracted 
and full-time staff, collaborating 
organizations and all the dedicated 
field technicians, we were able 
to accomplish two new projects, 
participate in the Healing Journey and 
the Summit, as well as continue the 
existing water quality project.  

Our first project was part of a 
partnership with the State of alaska 
Department of environmental 
Conservation (aDeC), the ePa 
National Rivers and Streams 
assessment Program, and The US 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
Koyukok Refuge. a 600-mile synoptic 
survey of the Yukon River main-stem 
between Fort Yukon and Kaltag, 
alaska was completed.  The purpose 
of the field study was to conduct a 
water quality and habitat assessment 
centered on the junction of the Tanana 
and Yukon Rivers, over a two week 
time period, July �-18, 2009.

The next project, 2009 active 
Layer Network (aLN), was 
accomplished as a cooperative with 
the U.S. geological Survey (USgS) 
in late august, early September. The 
goal of this project was to initiate the 

first basin-wide ALN and determine the 
feasibility of sustaining an active Layer 
Network within the Yukon River Basin 
(YRB).  The active layer is the portion 
of soil above permafrost that thaws in 
the summer. Twelve �0m x �0m grid 
sites were successfully installed and 
equipped with on-site air temperature, 
soil moisture and soil temperature 
sensors that store data on a �0-minute 
continuous cycle. The aLN was 
developed using the Circumpolar active 
Layer Monitoring (CaLM) Program 
protocols, and designed as a multi-year 
study focused on better understanding 
climatic shifts and their effect on 
social structures, thus facilitating better 
decision-making and scientific rigor. 

The 2009 Healing Journey took 
place in the Upper Lakes of the Yukon, 
from atlin BC to Helen’s Fish Camp, 
Yukon Territory, carrying a message 
of unity and collecting a continuous 
water profile along the way. The 2009 
Healing Journey started from the 
beginning, literally.  guided by Harold 
and Colleen gatensby of Carcoss First 
Nation, a group of � canoes started at 

as in all of the villages in the 
Watershed, the ‘70s-era wood-frame 
houses are poorly suited to life where 
everyone expects to see temperatures 
that drop below zero regularly.

The YRITWC with funding from the 
administration for Native americans 
(aNa), has teamed-up with the Cold 
Climate Housing Research Center 

was absolutely beautiful, although 
a little chilly in the boat. There was 
still ice on the riverbanks, but the sun 
seemed to follow us whenever we were 
on the river. The rain followed us when 
we were flying.

We would like to thank the 
Kuskokwim Watershed Council, 
and the villages of Kalskag, aniak, 
Sleetmute, and Bethel for their support 
of our efforts to bring real life, village-
based training to their region.

We offer training in the following areas:
HaZWOPeR, Freon Removal, 
emergency Response and emergency 
Operations Planning, Community 
all Hazard Mitigation Planning, 
assistance in formation of Volunteer 
Fire Departments

For more info please contact Lance or 
Marcie Whitwell: 
lancewhitwell@yahoo.com; 
PO Box 111, Venetie, aK 99781; 
home: 907-8�9-8���;
work: 907-8�9-816�; 
fax: 907-8�9-8097.

My wife, Marcie, 
and I, after 10 
years of training in 
emergency Response, 
hazardous material 
identification, 
response, and handling, have developed 
a training strategy directed towards 
village issues rather than urban 
scenarios.  We believe that those of 
us who live in rural villages face very 
different environmental concerns than 
people in the cities. We train you to 
be able to identify, prevent, respond, 
and control hazards in YOUR own 
community, with local response 
capabilities, and local resources. Last 
spring the Kuskokwim Watershed 
Council sponsored travel for Marcie 
and I to the Upper Kuskokwim Region 
to provide local villages with 8-hour 
Hazardous Waste Operations and 
emergency Response (HaZWOPeR) 
refresher and freon removal trainings.  

We based our travels out of aniak, 
and traveled to Upper Kalskag and 
Lower Kalskag by boat just after break 
up (and flooding), then by air to Bethel. 
We returned to aniak, and visited 
Crooked Creek and Sleetmute by boat.  
We were in the region for about 12 days 
training 16 people in freon removal, 
and delivering an 8-hour HaZWOPeR 
refresher course to 16 people from 
Upper and Lower Kalskag.  The trip 

Join the YRITWC team!
If you are interested in working for the Watershed Council, we are 
looking for interested individuals for our summer intern positions. 
Check our website for the most current information.

A Natural Alternative: Sun and Wind 
Power Generation Put to the Test in 
Anaktuvuk Pass by martIn leonardby leah anderson

Science: Getting 
Out There 

Jacob Issac and Dave Pelunis-Messier 
install permafrost monitoring equipment in 
Marshall.

science continued on page 8

Anaktuvuk continued on page 10

Watershed Spotlight: Trainee 
Becomes Trainer
Lance Whitwell, environmental employee for the native Village of Venetie and a 

regular participant at the solid and hazardous waste trainings offered by YrItWc, 
takes his knowledge and experience a step further...

reader submIssIon by lanCe WhItWell

The Backhaul Department had a very 
exciting 2009 season. This year saw the 
addition of another member to the Solid 
Waste Department, Michael grundberg 
who hails from anvik and will be 
helping the lower river Tribes with all 
their backhaul needs. This past summer 
Michael and I had the opportunity 
to drive to many of the Yukon River 
Watershed road communities and 
backhaul electronics. after driving about 
1,000 miles in � days, we collected 
over 16,000 pounds of electronics that 
will be recycled by the good people 
at Total Reclaim. after the success of 
this trip, the Backhaul Department will 
make another road trip next year not 
only focusing on electronics but also 
backhauling refrigerators, freezers and 
lead acid batteries. 

This year the Backhaul Department 

has come to an agreement with 
Northland Barge Services which 
has agreed to provide four connex 
containers to the Yukon River 
Watershed coastal communities 
to backhaul solid waste to Seattle 
for recycling. While there are only 
four containers total for all the 
communities, Northland has also 
agreed to provide its backhaul services 
at a reduced rate so that it will be 
more cost effective for Tribes to get 
rid of solid waste. We have already 
seen success in this partnership with 
communities such as Hooper Bay, 
Scammon Bay, Chevak and others, 
moving thousands of pounds of 
materials.

This winter the Backhaul 
Department will be working closely 
with all Watershed Tribes that receive 

IgaP funding to include monies in 
their work plans for backhaul freight 
fees. With gas prices and the cost of 
transportation on the rise, it is more 
important than ever for Tribes to 
set money aside to make sure that 
hazardous waste continues to be 
removed for the health of the people 
and the land. If your Tribe would like 
any help with allocating money toward 
backhaul please feel free to contact us 
and will be more than happy to help. 

This past season has been a great 
success and we here in the Backhaul 
Department are already excited and 
gearing up for the next season. If you 
have any questions about Backhaul, 
contact Stephen Price at sprice@
yritwc.org or Michael grundberg at 
mgrundberg@yritwc.org or call us at 
907-2�8-���7. See you on the river! 

Backhaul Takes to the Road by stephen prICe

The Sustainable Northern Shelter prototype, complete 
with solar panels and wind powered generator.
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Please see our website for language of all resolutions and directives passed during 
the 2009 Bienniel Summit.  Feel free to contact our offices at any time for updates 
to these directives.

On august 6-8, Yukon River youth, elders, and elected Tribal leaders gathered at 
Helen’s Fish Camp on Lake Laberge Yukon Territory, Canada. We are very grateful 
to our hosts Kwanlin Dun and Ta’an First Nations for the opportunity to come 
together for trainings, workshops, discussions, drumming, and feasting!  guests 
joined with the Yukon River representatives from all over the world, celebrating 
and strengthening our partnerships and friendships with Native Nations, 
foundations, research entities, and US and Canadian government agencies.  every 
two years, we are grateful for these summits as they bring together so many 
wonderful perspectives and give our full leadership of 70 Tribal governments the 
opportunity to gather and ensure our continued success as One People, One River.

The YRITWC is grateful for the 
opportunity to gather our leadership 
at Helen’s Fish Camp in the 
traditional territory of the Kwanlin 
Dun First Nation and Ta’an First 
Nation.  

Thank You for Attending the 2009 
YRITWC Summit

“My people lived on 
the banks of the Yukon 
River for eternity and 
I’m here to ensure they 
do forever.” 
-Chief Taylor, Trondek Hwech’in

Youth return a canoe of water and offerings to the River.

Youth work a submarine manipulator to study Lake Laberge.

Phil Gatensby and Tiaki Latham-Coates.

“Water provides 
nourishment to the 
land...We need to 
preserve that for 
future generations...
I believe water should 
be a human right.” 
-Steve Cardiff, Member of Legisla-
tive Assembly, Yukon Territory

Youth shared visions and dreams in a mural.

All enjoyed the drummers and dance performances.

Onondaga Faithkeeper Oren Lyons and 
Sarah James, Elder Advisor.

Youth at Lake Laberge.Water unites all during Water Ceremony.

The Water Ceremony.

All photos courtesy of Karin Williams 
and Carol Thomas.

Our next Summit 
is planned for 

Ruby, Alaska in the 
summer of 2011!
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our training, to the foremen and IRHa 
workers in alatna who accommodated 
the students and facilitated a warm 
work space, and to the alatna Tribal 
Council members who provided 
facilities, transportation and housing to 
make this training possible. 

the headwaters in atlin Lake, British 
Columbia and paddled 2�0 km to 
Helen’s Fish Camp near Whitehorse, 
Yukon Territory to join the 2009 
Summit festivities.  

And finally, the 2009 water quality 
field season was successful, though 
not without challenges.   With a tight 
budget, many Tribes were able to step 
in and help cover some of the shipping 
charges for the water sample sent 
to Fairbanks every two weeks.  We 
could never say this enough, but we 
couldn’t do any of this work without 
you, the dedicated field technicians!  
Once again, water samples and water 
chemistry data were collected from the 
headwaters to the mouth of the Yukon 
River.

Now the really exciting part is 
learning the story that all the collected 
data has to tell.  This winter season, 
the Science Department staff, and 
friends at USgS, are hard at work 
running samples through lab analysis, 
organizing, compiling and synthesizing 
data, graphing and mapping the 
continuous data sets (like the Healing 

The week before Thanksgiving, news 
agencies were announcing a deep freeze 
hitting the interior; the coldest temps 
reported were supposedly in Bettles at 
-�0°F. Meanwhile, �0 miles away in the 
village of alatna, a group of 8 students 
were looking at a thermometer that 
read -��°F. Their task: 
assembling a new 
array of solar panels 
and commissioning 
the system for the 
homeowner.

From November 
16-19, YRITWC 
hosted what was 
possibly the coldest 
solar, photo-voltaic 
training in the 
world on a newly 
constructed home in 
alatna. The training, 
a partnership between 
the Interior Regional Housing authority 
(IRHa), the State Department of 
Labor - Denali Training Fund and the 
YRITWC brought together 8 students 
from villages around the interior. 

as the price of energy continues 
to rise throughout the country, rural 
alaskans are often hit hardest by these 
increases. This course was designed to 
give interested community members the 
necessary skills to install these projects 
so that they are able to assist their 
communities in implementing future 
alternative energy projects aimed at 
achieving greater energy independence. 
During the training, students took 
part in both classroom instruction and 
hands-on application as they stripped 
and ran wires, bolted down solar panels 
and finally lifted the array into place 
atop a 10-ft pole just outside the home.

The training focused on the basics of 
photo-voltaic systems (transferring the 
sun’s energy into electricity) including 
those which transfer electricity directly 
into a community electrical grid (“grid-
tie”) and independent systems that can 
be setup to supply electricity to small 
cabins in remote locations (“off-grid”). 

The YRITWC energy Department was 
able to co-ordinate the training as part 
of a grant through the Denali Training 
Fund. 

The solar array the students installed 
consists of fourteen 1�0-watt solar 
panels and has a maximum generating 

capacity of 1,820 watts. a smaller 
array of 10 panels on a home 
across the street saves its residents 
over $1,000 a year in electric bills. 
This larger array could eliminate 
the electricity bill of the new 
home for 6 months of the year and 
significantly reduce it over the 
remaining 6 months.

The YRITWC would like to 
extend thanks to Kirk garoutte 
from Susitna Power for help 
running the training, the Interior 
Regional Housing authority for 
coordinating their installation with 

Journey and aDeC trip), editing 
posters and writing reports.  all of 
this work is geared towards getting 
tangible data products into the hands 
of the communities who have put in 
all the hard front work to make these 
results possible.  We expect to have 
disseminated data from the past � 
seasons in early 2010. 

In order to honor all of our 
relations, recognition should be given 
to the informative expertise of Dr. 
Vladimir Romanovsky and Dr. Kenji 
Yoshikawa, of University alaska 
Fairbanks, for the time they took to 
share their experiences and advice 
with us throughout the initiation of the 
aLN project; Terri Lomax and Douglas 
Dasher with the aDeC project;  Paul 
Shuster, USgS, for his long-time 
technical assistance and friendship; 
and finally, to the dedicated YRITWC 
Indigenous Observation Network (ION) 
Field Technicians, for all their hard 
work.  Thank You!

This fall the Brownfields Program, 
accompanied by consultants from 
Chilkat environmental, visited Hooper 
Bay, Pilot Station, and anvik to 
complete two Phase I environmental 
Site assessments (eSa) and one Phase 
II environmental Site assessment.

Being my first site assessments with 
YRITWC, I felt excited and optimistic 
for the fieldwork ahead. These ESAs 
would be vital to the communities in 
how to go about proper remediation and 
redevelopment.  

In Hooper Bay, the Phase I eSa 
focused on 9 plywood sewage disposal 
containers, or “bunkers”, dispersed 
throughout the community.  Years ago, 
they were the primary disposal sites for 
household waste.  Now, sinking into 
the ground and occasionally still being 
used for household waste disposal, the 
bunkers are an obvious concern for the 
community. The environmental risks 
include entrapment by the bunkers’ 
structure, as well as groundwater and 
surface contamination and migration 
throughout the community.  Bernard 
Murran, environmental Coordinator 
for Native Village of Hooper Bay 
took us around to each bunker, which 
measure approximately 9’x 1�’x �’ 
and are filled with various amounts 
of trash and sewage.  We estimate the 
total amount of material remaining in 
bunkers at �8 cubic 
yards. Because no 
hazardous waste 
was discovered 
during our 
investigation, 
this solid waste 
remediation project 
can be handled by 
locals with proper 
training by moving 
bunker contents to 
the local landfill.

after Hooper 
Bay, we traveled 
to Pilot Station to assess an old water 
well pump station, where there were 
concerns that the old generator building 

and fuel storage tank had leaked or 
spilled in the past.  Robert Myers, 
environmental Coordinator of the Pilot 
Station Traditional Council took us to 
the site, where we augured many holes 
in the soil where the old generator 

building and fuel tank once stood.  
The soil collected was screened using 
a photo-ionization detector, which 
measures volatile organic compounds 
and other gases.  Findings showed 
that contamination was present at 
two locations on this site and it was 
recommended that a Phase II eSa be 
conducted to determine the full extent 
of contamination.  

after Pilot Station, we traveled to 
anvik and met with Sonta Hamilton 

and Charles Jerue of the 
Anvik Brownfields 
Program to characterize 
the extent of contaminated 
soil where the former 
aVeC tank farm and 
generator building 
once stood. In anvik, 
we worked well into 
the evening auguring 
soil sample holes at 
various depths within the 
suspected contaminated 
area. In the field we again 
used a photo-ionization 
detector to screen samples 

for colatile organic compounds before 
collecting our lab samples.  Findings 
from the lab analysis show that over 

600 cubic yards of soil is well above 
DeC cleanup levels, and will require 
remediation. The community of anvik 
plans to locate a multi-use facility 
with boat storage on the site after it is 
properly remediated.  

Brownfields submitted their findings 
to ePa, DeC and each of the three 
villages with recommended action 
plans. The eSas were a success in that 
they helped characterize the extent of 
contamination and outline a clearer 
path to remediation, but there is still a 
long road to reuse and redevelopment. 

a group of 1� students from villages 
across the Yukon Delta met in 
anchorage in early December to take 
part in a YRITWC Renewable energy 
Training, specifically focusing on wind 
and solar technology. The course was 
made possible through a grant from 
the Denali Training Fund and the US 
Dept of Labor and held in partnership 
with Susitna energy Systems Inc. 

in anchorage. The students, from 
the villages of emmonak, Chevak, 
Mountain Village, St Mary’s Pilot 
Station, Marshall, grayling and anvik 
are shown here about to raise a 2.� kW 
wind turbine. Over the course of its 1�-
20 yr lifespan, this turbine can produce 
power for roughly 6 ¢/kWh. The 
students, under the instruction of Kirk 
garoutte and Don Conely, constructed 
and raised this tower entirely on their 
own during the three day class.

science, continued from page 4

Cold Temps Don’t Stop Energy Training!
by daVe pelunIs-messIer

Brownfield Digs Deeper, Finds 600 Yards of “Hot” Soil
by Caleb aronson

Caleb Aronson, Rose Hewitt and consultant 
Elijah Donat collect field screening samples 
in Anvik.

Students put finishing 
touches on solar panel 
array construction in 
Alatna.

Thanks to students Gary Simple, Lance 
Whitwell Jr., Ed Sarten, Phillip Solomon, 
Ron Englishoe, Harold Ward, Georgine 
Solomon and Clinton Weihl for all of the 
hard work that went into the completion of 
this training project!

Students Construct Wind 
Turbine at Energy Training 

Consultants from Chilkat 
Environmental locate bunker sites 
on a map with Bernard Murran 
and Leota Lake in Hooper Bay.
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Staff Directory

Anchorage Office            
(907) 258-3337

Jon Waterhouse
Alaska Region Director
jwaterhouse@yritwc.org 

Stephen Price               
Backhaul/Solid Waste Technician
sprice@yritwc.org

Rachael Peltola
Administrative Assistant
rpeltola@yritwc.org

Michael Grundberg
Capacity Building
mgrundberg@yritwc.org

Faon O’Connor
Special Projects
foconnor@yritwc.org

Carol Thomas
Science Department
cthomas@yritwc.org

Martin Leonard
Energy Department
mleonard@yritwc.org

Fairbanks Office             
(907) 451-2530
Tillila Beetus

Bookkeeper & Grant Manager
tbeetus@yritwc.org 

Rose Hewitt 
Brownfield Program Manager
rhewitt@yritwc.org

Bryan Maracle
Science Department     
bmaracle@yritwc.org 

Leah Anderson
Science Department 
landerson@yritwc.org

Caleb Aronson
Environmental Technician
caronson@yritwc.org

Dave Pelunis-Messier
Energy Department
dpelunis-messier@yritwc.org

David McGraw
Chief Financial Officer
dmcgraw@yritwc.org

Whitehorse Office
(867) 393-2199 or
(250) 483-5705

Carol thomasdaVe pelunIs-messIer

Hello, everyone.  I was born and raised in the 
Fairbanks area, where I pursued a Bachelor 
of Science degree in geology at UaF.  as an 
Environmental Technician with the Brownfields 
Program of YRITWC, I am very thankful to be 
working with the communities and people in the 
Yukon River watershed, and optimistic of the 
work ahead.  I am at your service. 

YRITWC welcomes 
back Dave Pelunis-
Messier and Carol 
Thomas, former 
summer interns, 
now full-time staff-
ers in the energy 
and Science Depart-
ments respectively.  

January 18-22: Hazardous 
Waste Specialist Certificate Pro-
gram: 40 hour HAZWOPER
January 31: FY10 State and 
Tribal Response Program fund-
ing requests due to EPA
February 8-12: Alaska Forum 
on the Environment
February 15-19: Hazardous 
Waste Specialist Certificate 
Program: HAZWOPER Supervi-
sor, Incident Command System, 
Emergency Response, First 
Aid/CPR
March 15-19: Hazardous Waste 
Specialist Certificate Program: 
Confined Space Entry, State, 
Local, Federal Guest Speakers, 
Developing Site Specific Health 
and Safety Plans
March 16-19: Tanana Chiefs 
Conference Convention
April 19-23: Hazardous Waste 
Specialist Certificate Program: 
Oil Spill Response, Department 
of Transportation CFR 49, Final 
Exam, and Hands-On Exercise
Spring (dates TBA): 
-Brownfield Program Workshop
-Water Quality Technician Train-
ing
-Energy Trainings
The following trainings are 
available for request through 
the Watershed Council Circuit 
Rider Program:
-QuickBooks
-Board Management
-Grant Writing
Please contact Mike at 
mgrundberg@yritwc.org to 
request any of these one-on-one 
or group trainings.

Martin Leonard III was born in Trenton, NJ and has spent 
the last �0 years living in rural alaska. He holds degrees 
in the geological Sciences, Rural education and Business 
Management from the University of Pennsylvania and 
alaska’s UaF and aPU. Much of his professional work 
has centered around the dissemination of Indigenous 
and western technologies in alaska’s rural communities. 
Martin has traveled widely throughout the Northland and 
has worked and visited in over 200 villages from Russia, 
across alaska, Canada and Nunavut. His primary goal 
as head of the energy Department is to demonstrate the 
benefits of appropriate Renewable Energy Technologies 
in as many villages as possible and to empower local 
communities by disseminating that knowledge-base directly 
to Tribal members. His home is in Bethel where he and his partner Nalukaq 
Tessianna Chanerak are raising twin boys, Mian’aq and Nuq’aq, and future WeIO 
champion daughter, Qimagar Josephine Rose.

David Mcgraw recently joined the team as 
the full-time Chief Finanacial Officer.  He is 
excited to be working with the amazing staff in 
Fairbanks.  

season to construct and commission a 
1000-watt photo voltaic array on the 
south facing wall of the new home 
and a 700-watt ampair wind generator 
behind the home. The renewable energy 
systems are ‘grid-tied’ which means, 
when active, the energy produced will 
support the home needs and also put 
energy back into the village power grid 
when energy produced exceeds the 
immediate needs of the home.

The YRITWC energy Department 
has high hopes for the project. Data 
recorded throughout the two year 
experimental phase will show how 
viable these systems are in the arctic. 
given the cost of energy in anaktuvuk 
Pass, the energy produced will also 
be a direct financial benefit to the new 
homeowner.

More info and links to pictures can be 
found at: 
alaskaruraldevelopment.blogspot.com

(CCHRC), DWScientific and the 
Tagiugmiullu Nunamiullu Housing 
authority (TNHa) to help develop a 
more energy efficient, culturally and 
environmentally appropriate housing 
alternative for residents in anaktuvuk 
Pass.

That means building a high-tech 
thermal Maxguard walls (think of 
your truck’s bedliner). add about 7 
inches of soy spray-foam insulation, 
and mound up earth on two or three 
sides. Finally, cover the roof with 
sod. It means orienting each house 
to capture the sun’s heat and deflect 
snow drifts. It means creating “cool 
rooms” outside the living areas for 
butchering and drying game and 
providing natural refrigeration.

It also means supporting the 
energy needs of the home through 
the use of solar panels and a wind 
powered generator. The YRITWC 
energy Department staff worked this 
past summer and into the fall field 

YRITWC representatives recently 
joined community Meetings along the 
Kuskokwim River to talk about their 
Watershed-wide efforts and to address 
thoughts and concerns about the Donlin 
Creek Project, a gold mine proposed to 
be sited.  We will continue to monitor 
the permit application process and 
encourage community meetings to 

The US Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission sent delegates to the 
YRITWC 2009 Biennial Summit to 
announce their efforts to set internal 
Tribal Consultation Protocols.  
YRITWC is continuing to work toward 
Tribal Consultation and ensure a seat at 
the table for Tribes in the Yukon River 
Watershed.

Advocacy Updates
YrItWc Advocacy continues to follow 
issues of interest to our Leadership- 
contact foconnor@yritwc.org if you 
have any questions or interest in the 
following areas.

Welcome NeW YRITWc STaff!

daVId mCgraW

Caleb aronson

martIn leonard

Save the Date! 
Events and Training 
in the New Year

Anaktuvuk, continued from page 4

The US Fish and Wildlife Service has 
decided not to pursue a land exchange 
with Doyon, LLC.  The YRITWC 
received a directive in 2007 to monitor 
any proposed land exchanges in the 
Flats and will continue to do so.

USFWS Decides No Deal 
in Flats

Yukon to Kuskokwim: 
Preparing for Donlin 
Permit Review

Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission Consultation

by Faon o’Connor
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Please help us update our 
mailing list. If your mailing 
address has changed, contact 
YRITWC staff at 451-2530.

Administration for Native Americans

Alaska Conservation Foundation

Alaska Energy Authority

Alaska Railroad

Canadian International Development 
Association
Crowley Marine Services

Denali Commission

Denali Training Fund

Evenor Armington Fund

Environment Canada

Eureka Environmental

Frontier Flying

Indian Law Resource Center

Inland Barge Service

Kongsgaard-Goldman Foundation

Lannan Foundation

Locher Environmental

Nathan Cummings Foundation

Norcross

Northern Strategy Trust

Ophelia Smith and The Clearwater 
Meditation Circle
Rasmuson Foundation

REI

Royal Bank of Canada

Total Reclaim

Tribal Contributions

US Department of Agriculture

US Environmental Protection Agency

US Geological Survey

Walter Duncan and Gordon Foundation

Warbelow’s Air Ventures, Inc.

YSI Incorporated

Fairbanks Office
815 2nd Avenue, Suite 201
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Phone: (907) 451-2530
Fax: (907) 451-2534

Anchorage Office
725 Christensen Dr., Suite 3
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Phone: (907) 258-3337
Fax: (907) 258-3339

Whitehorse Office
411 Strictland Street, Suite C
Whitehorse, Yukon Territory 
YIA 5P7
Phone: (867) 393-2199
       or: (250) 483-5705
Fax: (867) 393-2198

YRITWC Contact 
Information:

Currents is printed by Graphic North, Inc.

Sign up online to receive this newsletter via e-mail!
www.yritwc.org > Media > Newsletter

or Email currents@yritwc.org

Thank you to our Donors 
& Sponsors

alaSka RegIoN offIce
815 2nd Ave., Suite 201
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-4859  USA


